
Gaza exports first farm produce direct 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Gaza farmers were to seD produce directly 
cftcots for the first tune on Sunday, Pales tinian officials 


to 

told AFP, hailing the deal as a breakthrough. The Gaza Farmer's 
Association and the Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of Planning 
and Internationa! Cooperation have worked out the (teal with a 
British firm they identified as International Fruit 

Gaza 
then 


Associa t ion member Zaher Tamtash said that previously ( 

termers bad to sell their produce to Israeli mtennediaTteswno 

sold it abroad. “We have agreed with the authority to export five 
tonnes of straw berri es horn Sunday to the British company " Mr. 
u ~ :j “» — succeeds it “ " • -- 
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Tamtash said. “If this test succeeds it will be a breakthrough for 
Gaza and will be the start of regular exports," be added. U nder 
die deal, an Israeli sub-contractor still transports the fruit from the 
Erez crossing point between Gaza and the Jewish star* to Tel 
Aviv's Ben Gwion airport from where it wifi be flown to London. 
“We are getting $2 a kilo for packaged strawberries," said Mr. 
Tamtash, "whereas from the Israelis we used to get $1.5 a kilo 
without packing." The boxes are stamped "Gaza strawberries. 
Beit Lahiya, Produce of Gaza, Gaza Strip.” 
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Gore begins Mideast visit tn Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Vice President A1 Gore arrived Sunday in Egypt 
for a three-day visit, touting the private sector as tne 


key to 
[r. Gore 


stronger U.S.-Egyptian ties and prosperity in the region. Mr. 
will meet President Hosni Mubarak, Prime Minister Atef Sedki 
and businessmen oa Monday. He travels to the resort city of Luxor 
before departing for Jordan on Tuesday. The vice president is here 
to discuss a joint Egyptian-American programme to ei 


development of Egypt’s private sector, still 
of stale controL "The private 


private sector must be the engine if our 
partnership is to flourish,” Mr. Gore said after arriving at Cairo 
international airport, where he was greeted by Dr. Sedki and U.S. 
Ambassadpr Edward Walker. Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Gore are 
expected to sign agreements setting up a partnership for economic 
growth and development between Egypt and the United States, 
which provides Egypt with $2.1 billion in aid annually. 
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King condoles 
tribes over Hammad 


: AMMAN (Petra) — His 
• Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday delegated secretary 
: general of tbe Royal Court 
: Munir A1 Durra to condole 
f. A1 Tarrabin and H ammad 
■ tribes over the death of for- 
~ mer Minister of Culture and 
; Senator Jumjna’a Hammad. 


. Ensour assails U.S. 
Senate move on 
Jerusalem 
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■AMMAN (Petra) — Chair- 
man of the Lower House of 
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
' Committee Abdullah Ensour 
on Sunday described a cam- 
paign launched in the Amer- 
' lean Senate to move the U.S. 
embassy in Israel from Tel 
‘Aviv to occupied Jerusalem 

- as irresponsible. Dr. Ensour 

- said the signing of a petition 
presented by Senator Alfonse 
.D'Amato by 93 senators of 
. the 100-member Senate had 

serious implications, noting 
.that the Senate does not have 
-the rigjht to recognise Jero- 
■ salem as the capital of Israel. 
.He said this violates U.N. 
[Security Council resolutions 
and endangers the Middle 
-Hast peace process. 


^Kuwait reopens 
case of Jordanian 
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KUWAIT (AP) — The state 
Sunday reopened a court case 
against a Jordanian who was 
convicted in absentia of “col- 
laborating” with Iraqis, fined 
around $3.5 million and given 
a 10-year prison sentence. 
Imad Eddin Abdul Azim 
Khalaf, 58, was convicted in 
December of having ex- 
ported “foodstuffs to the 
enemy during the time of 
war.” Mr. Khalaf, who is 
believed to be in Jordan, 
asked that his case be heard 
again so that he could prove 
his innocence, according to 
the Kuwaiti News Agency. 
This was the first reported 
reopening of a case since 
"collaboration” trials started 
shortly after the 1991 libera- 
tion of the emirate from a 


seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
laid Mr. Khalaf 


* j • :.* 

it&a* 
i>f f 
•vi* 
J3M* 

:-*>V 


tion. KUNA said 
informed the court through 
his lawyer that he could not 
come to Kuwait because of £U 
health. Judge Salah A1 Fahad 
set May 20 to start looking 
into the case and insisted that 
Mr. Khalaf appear in court. 


Israel says no to 
Lebanon flights 
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; . TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
f ; will not open its airspace to 
[' Jordanian Sights to and from 
. Lebanon, which is technically 
'.still at war with the Jewish 
state, a defence ministry 

- spokesman said Sunday. “We 
reached a peace agreement 

~ with Jordan not Lebanon,” 

- ‘ said spokesman Oded Ben 

Ami. “We oppose flights 
oyer our territory by Jorda- 
nian aircraft from Lebanon 

- for the same reason as Syria 
refuses our aircraft,” he 

-•_ added. Royal Jordanian air- 
lines this month began frying 

- -through Israeli airspace en 

' route to Europe following the 

- ■; Oct. 26 peace treaty, and has 
. ~ requested an air corridor to 

Lebanon. Tbe Haaretz news- 
■ paper reported that the au- 
thorities fear Lebanese ex- 

- tremists could blow them- 


selves up on flights over 
Israel. Israeli aircraft fly 


scheduled routes only to 
-Cairo in the Arab World. 




Israelis threaten 
to boycott Jordan 
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rEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
. '* ravel agents threatened Sun- 
• lay to boycott Jordan if it 
efuses to lift a quota on the 
lumbers of Israelis allowed 
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,Jto the Kingdom. An assa- 
il q y iation of travel agencies set a 
u ; ajfro-week deadline for the 


irif 
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f Israeli tourists were re* 
. ised entry to Jordan last 
'Wk because the numbers 
.. greed under the Israei- 
ordan peace deal had 
' ^ready been met. Jordan 
. tows only 600 Israeli tour- 
■ P a day into the Kingdom 
r . to demands that they travel 
r / J groups, a travel agent said. 

; loimally the number of visi- 
..■* ,rs w less than the agreed 
pota, but numbers were 
last week because of 
1 holidays. 


Kohl to visit Jordan 
in June to create closer 


German role in peace 


Rau ends visit after reaffirming 
Bonn’s strong support for Jordan 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Germany is 
committed to supporting the 
Middle East peace process 
and to supporting Jordan, but 
more German involvement 
on a bilateral level with the 
Kingdom cannot be addres- 
sed until German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl visits here in 
June, a senior German offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

Winding up a two-day visit. 
Prime Minis ter of the Ger- 
man State of North Rhine- 
Westphalia Johannes Rau 
told a press conference that 
Germany would support the 
peace process through “per- 
sonal and economic contact,” 
adding that Germany aims at 
“bringing Jordan and Israel 
closer to the European Union 
(EU).” 

Mr. Rau declined from 
openly evaluating the present 
state of the peace process 
saying evaluation should be 
left up to those parties in- 
volved. 

He expressed hope, 
however, that his visit, 
accompanied by a large eco- 
nomic and trade delegation, 
would open doors of econo- 
mic cooperation - between 
countries involved in the 


peace process. 


Mr. Rau said that he will 
promote German and parti- 
cularly his state’s participa- 
tion in the Amman economic 
summit scheduled to take 
place in October. He added 
that be had met with many 
German businessmen, in- 
cluding representatives of the 
textile industry and water de- 
salination plants, who had 
expressed a desire to attend 
the conference. 

The Amman forum is in- 
tended to be a follow-up 
meeting to the one held in 
Casablanca in October. Hie 
Casablanca summit was 
attended by heads of states, 
including IBs Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, heads 
and representatives of gov- 
ernments and international 
corporations. 

Mr. Rau attributed the 
cause of Jordan’s economic 
stagnation and the “de- 
terioration in die economy” 
to the oil and trade embargo 
enforced on Iraq since 1990. 
But, he said, Germany was 
committed to U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and until 
such time that Iraq has com- 
plied with all of them, tbe 
sanctions would remain in 
place. 

Mr. -Ran said -that -there 
were positive signs that the 
Jordanian economy would 


improve because of peace 
and security in the region. 

Mr. Rau would not com- 
ment specifically on Jordan's 
debt to Germany. He said 
that this matter was under 
discussion and would be dealt 
with during tbe visit of Chan- 
cellor Kohl. 

Bonn has offered $50 mil- 
lion in debt relief to Jordan. 
Jordan’s outstanding debt to 
the Federal Republic stood at 
about $475 milli on at the end 
of 1994, according to the Minis- 
try of Finance statistics. 

Mr. Ran, who left for Syria 
late Sunday, was accompa- 
nied by a 35-member delega- 
tion including officials and 
businessmen. During their 
stay Mr. Rau had an audi- 
ence with His Majesty King 
Hussein and met with Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Speaker of tbe Up- 
per House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi, Lower House 
Speaker Saad Hayel Srour 
and Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti among 
others. 

Mr. Rau told journalists 
that although Syria had not 
taken the same initiative as 
Jordan on the peace process, 
be hoped that following his 
•meeting— with Syrian Presi- 


(Con tinned on page 7) 


Egypt, 

Israel 


dig in heels 
in NPT row 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and Egypt dug in their heels 
in a row over the nuclear 
N on-P roliferation Treaty 
(NPT) as both sides refused 
to give an inch in talks here 
Sunday. 

Israeli deputies repeated to 
President Hosni Mubarak 
that Israel would not join the 
170-nation pact until there 
was a comprehensive Middle 
East peace deal. 

"One day there will be 
peace in the region and then 
we will sign,” the delegation 
leader. Labour Deputy On 
Orr. head of tbe Knesset’s 
powerful defence and foreign 
affairs committee, told jour- 
nalists after a two-hour meet- 
ing with Mr. Mubarak. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said after separate 
talks with the Israeli delega- 
tion ±at Egypt “will not re- 
treat from its rights in the 
matter of the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty unless 
Israel makes a step forward.” 

The six-strong parliamen- 
tary delegation from both the 
ruling Labour Party and the 
right-wing Likud went to 
Cairo on Sunday as guests of 
their Egyptian counterparts 
saying they hoped to improve 
relations between the two 
countries. 

But even before they met 
Mr. Mubarak, Egyptian In- 
formation Minister Safwat A1 
Sharif said “Egypt will not 


Detained Americans 


questioned in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) 
m Sunday * 


Iraqi lawyers on Sunday were 
questioning two Americans 
who strayed into Iraq and 


could be jailed for up to 20 


years for illegal entry if con- 
victed, Iraqi sources said. 

But if past cases are any- 
thing to go by, they could be 
simply expelled, or sentenced 
to much shorter terms and 
released before they had 
served their full periods. 


Iraqi police arrested two 
Americans on Monday when 


they got lost trying to visit 
friends in the demilitarised 


border zone. 

The case has again raised 
tension between Iraq and its 
Gulf war foe the United 
States, although American 
officials have been careful 
not to provoke Baghdad with 
public statements. 


lift the embargo which Iraq 
Hahns is starving its 20 mil- 
lion people. 

In Washington, a Clinton 
administration official said 
the United States is in contact 
with the Iraqi government 
through Polish diplomats, 
who administer a U.S. in- 
terests section in the Iraqi 
capital. The United States 
broke off diplomatic ties with 
Iraq in the 1991 Gulf war. 

The Arab Times identified 
the Americans as Bill Bar- 
loon and David Daliberti, 
working for American firms 
in Kuwait. 


bend to pressure concerning 
the NPT.” 


Egypt, which signed peace 
with Israel in 1979, has re- 
fused to approve an indefi- 
nite extension of the NPT, to 
be discussed at the United 
Nations in April, unless 
Israel commits to joining the 
treaty. 

Israel, citing reasons of 
security, has said it will not 
sign before concluding peace 
treaties with all the countries 
of the region. 

Mr. Musa said: “Israel 
must make a move if tbe 
Arabs are to do the same. 
Motion brings on motion. 

"If Egypt is being asked to 
remain in the framework of 
the NPT then there must be 
some real Israeli' progress ... 
and a commitment to moving 
towards making die Middle 
East free of weapons of mass 
destruction,” he added. 


Sources in the Iraqi capital 
said Iraqi lawyers were now 
questioning the two, whose 
names have not been re- 
leased. They said under Iraqi 
law, anyone entering Iraq 
without a visa can be sent- 
enced to between one and 20 
years. 


It said Mr. Balloon’s fami- 
ly was in Kuwait and Mr. 
Daliberti’s wife was in the 
United States on vacation. 

“Barioon’s wife and three 
children were instructed by 
U.S. embassy officials not to 
answer press queries for the 
time being,” the paper said, 
quoting an unnamed friend of 
the family. 

“Linda Balloon and her 
children were reported to be 
in a state of shock,” the 
paper said. 


In some cases in the past, 
Iraq expelled offenders or 
gave them suspended sent- 
ences. 


But Iraq appeared to 
change tack in 1992 when its 


U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry, on a tour of 
the Gulf region, said the two 
were in no danger and that he 
hoped the matter would be 
resolved by Sunday. He said 


courts sentenced three 
Swedes, three Britons, a Ger- 
man, an American and 
Frenchman to terms of up to 
10 years in prison. 


tbe men were employed by 
las Corp. 


In fact, all of them were 
released after serving less 
than a year. But their free- 
dom came after pleas to Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein for 
clemency from senior West- 
ern officials, something 
which might stick in the gut 
of Washington's decision- 
makers. 


McDonnell Douglas Corp. 

Representatives of the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross in Iraq were trying 
to determine the Americans’ 
whereabouts. 

Two other Americans have 
strayed across the border 
from Kuwait since the Gulf 


On Saturday, Iraqi "Wee 
issin Rc 


President Taha Yassin Rama- 
dan told die Associated Press 
in Baghdad that “nothing 
much will happen” to the two 
Americans. 


However, he hinted that 
their release could be linked 
to demands for a lifting of the 
trade sanctions against bis 
country imposed after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The United States has 
blocked efforts by other 
Security Council members, 
Russia and France, to ease or 


war. 

In October 1992, Iraqi 
police arrested Chad Hall on 
the border but soon released 
him when witnesses from the 
United Nations Observer 
Mission testified he had not 
yet crossed the border when 
arrested by the Iraqis. 

But another American, 
Oilman Kenneth Beaty, was 

g iven an eight-year sentence 
ve days after his arrest in 
May, 1993. Mr. Beaty was 
freed in November the same 


year. 


Baghdad-based diplomats 
said it was unlikely Iraq 
would use the two Americans 


as bargaining chips to have 
the crippling United Nations- 


imposed trade sanctions 
eased or lifted. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
Johannes Ran, speaker of the upper house of 
the German par liament and premier of North- 


Rhine -West pha H a , chair Jordanian-German 
talks on Sunday (Petra photo) 


2 Israelis killed and several 


wounded in attack near Hebron 


HEBRON, occupied West Bank (Agencies) — 
Assailants believed to be Palestinians 
ambushed an Israeli bus in tbe West Bank city 
of Hebron ou Sunday, kBfing two Israelis and 
wounding several, Israel Tele vision said. 

The guerrillas fired on the bus on its way 
from Jerusalem to the settlement of KIryat 
Arfoa near Hebron, scene of a mosque mas- 
sacre of more titan 30 P alestinian s by a Jewish 
settler in February 1994. 

A spokesman for settlers in the area said at 
least she people were wounded, one “very 
critically.” Isaeli Television, quoting police 
sources, said two people were killed. 

five wounded were being airlifted from 
Hebron’s “Glass Junction,” where the attack 
took place in tbe occupied West Bank. 

Witnesses said that after the shooting, set- 
tiers rampaged through several Palestinian 
shops in Hebron before soldiers intervened 
inH a mflftary curfew was imposed. 

A Palestinian was also wounded after the 
attack when angry Israeli settlers opened to 
in reprisals damaging Palestinian cars In the 
nearby HaOral district, Palestinian witnesses 
said. 

The Israeli army immediately sealed the 
area and began a manh unt for the bus 
attackers aided by flares. 

A curfew was also slapped on HaSml and a 
neighbouring village, Palestinians said, adding 
that roadblocks had been put np on the road to 
Jerusalem. 


Hebron has been the scene of bloody attacks 
between Palestinians and settlers fir several 


years. 

The worst was in February 1994 when 
settler Baruch Goldstein, who Hved in Kiryat 
Arba, lcffled more than 30 Muslims at prayer 
in the Hebron mosque. 

Soldiers fanned out in the Hebron area in 
search of the to? nwaihiite, and rounded up a 
couple of dozen Palestinians near the attack 
rite for questioning, Palestinian sources said. 

The shooting occnrred shortly before 8 p.m. 
(1800 GMT) about 80 metres from an army 
roadblock at the “Glass Junction,” an entry 
point into Hebron. 

Both sides of the bus were riddled with 
bullets. 

There was no claim for Sunday’s 

attack, but the army said it was believed 
Palestinians were responsible considering that 
settlers were targeted and the she is where 
■waring by miKtawtie are frequent. 


Bomb kills 2 


The bodies of two Palestinians killed while 
making a bomb were found Sunday near Jenin 
In the north of tbe occupied West Bank, Israeli 
police said. 

Initial inquiries showed the two men were 
members of the Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas, but their id e n t i ti es w ere not given. 

(Continued on page 7) 


UAE prince 
holds talks 


with Princes 


Abdullah 


and Faisal 


ABU DHABI (Petra) — 
Sheikh Kbalifeh Ben Zayed 
Al Nahayan, deputy com- 
mander in chief of tbe armed 
forces of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and a son of 
UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan, on Sunday re- 
ceived Their Royal Highnes- 
ses Prince Abdullah - and 
Prince Faisal and a Jordanian 
military delegation, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra re- 
ported. 

Prince Abdullah, Prince 
Faisal and tbe delegation are 
in Abu Dhabi to attend the 
International Defence Ex- 


hibition 95 (INDEX ’95), 
which opened Sunday (see 


inside). 

Prince Abdullah, who 
commands Jordan’s elite Spe- 
cial Forces, arrived in Abu 
Dhabi on Saturday, and 
Prince Faisal joined him 
there early Sunday. 

Petra said Sheikh Khalifeh 
discussed with Prince Abdul- 
lah and Prince Faisal rela- 
tions between Jordan and the 
UAE and means to enhance 
them. 

Prince Abdullah also held 
talks with the Indonesian 
minister of state for scientific 
research who is heading his 
country’s delegation to IN- 
DEX *95, which is attended 
by more than 600 manufac- 
turers of arms and defence 
equipment from all over the 
world. 

Prince Abdullah's talks 
with tbe Indonesian minister 
dealt with means of enhanc- 
ing Jordanian-Indonesian re- 
lations, Petra said. 

Prince Abdullah also held 
talks with the South African 
delegation to the exhibition 
in a meeting attended by 
Prince Faisal, the news agen- 
cy reported. 


Rabin renews 
opposition to 
Palestinian 
independence 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin spelled out Sunday 
his opposition to a Palesti- 
nian state after a minister 
said it would be created in 
several months. 

"Mr. Rabin limited him- 
self to pointing out that my 
position is not the govern- 
ment’s position,” Environ- 
ment Minister Yossi Sand 
told reporters after the 
weekly cabinet meeting. 

But Mr. Sarid went on to 
say: “Tbe creation of a 
Palestinian state is inevit- 
able. From time to time it’s 
good to recall certain reali- 
ties and push forward the 
negotiations.” 

Mr. Sarid and his left- 
wing Meretz Party have 
long supported the idea of 
an independent Palestinian 
state on tbe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip alongside Israel. 

"In several months, after 
tbe elections in tbe (Palesti- 
nian) territories, a Palesti- 
nian state will be created,” 
he said Saturday. 

“It will effectively be a 
state without 


iy 


te without being official- 
named as sudi,” Mr. 


Sarid said, adding that it 
would cany out all govern- 
ment functions except “ex- 
ternal security” 

Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) have set a July 1 
target date for an agree- 
ment on an Israeli army 
redeployment on the West 
Bank and long-delayed 
elections to a self-rule 
council. 

“After a chairman is 
elected for the Palestinian 
Authority, and after a 
Palestinian council is 
elected, and after the coun- 
cil is given its executive and 
legislative antborities, if 
you see the whole picture I 
think it shows a Palestinian 
state is emerging, az least a 
state in the making,” he 
said. 


PLO agrees to continue talks; 


Abbas rejects partial pullout 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) agreed to 
press on with autonomy talks 
with Israel after four days of 
stormy debate here marked 
by bitter accusations over de- 
lays in implementing Palesti- 
nian self-rule. 

“There is no alternative” 


to bring the talks “in line with 
the declaration of princi- 
ples.” 

Israel was to have rede- 
ployed its army away from 
Palestinian towns on the 


West Bank by July 13 last 
of elections t 


to pursuing talks with Israel, 
said PLO Executive 


year ahead of elections to a 
•new Palestinian self-rule 
council, under the terms of 


Commit- 
tee member Yasser Amer 
Sunday after a two-day meet- 
ing of the top leadership body 
chaired by Yasser Arafat. 

The PLO chairman’s main- 
stream Fateh faction also 
wound up a debate which 
opened here Wednesday. 

Tbe Executive Committee 
gave a glum assessment of tbe 
autonomy talks, accusing 
Israel of undermining them, 
and called on the United 
States, Russia, the European 
Union, Norway and Egypt to 
come to the rescue. 

The committee urged them 


the September 1993 declara- 
tion of principles. 


don 

But Israel baulked at the 
redeployment, saying it 
feared for the safety of the 
130,000 Jewish settlers on the 
West Bank, and demanded 
first that Mr. Arafat crack 
down on militants opposed to 
the peace process. 

PLO leaders also blasted 
Israel for not releasing 
thousands of Palestinian pris- 
oners, for expanding Jewish 
settlements and sealing off 
the Palestinian territories to 
prevent militant attacks. 

Farouq Kaddoumi, head of 
the PLO's Political Depart- 


ment, said the autonomy 
talks should be called off to 
allow the PLO to strengthen 
its position and garner more 
Arab and international sup- 
port. 

But Mr. Arafat's suppor- 
ters retorted that breaking off 
the talks would mean limiting 
seif-rule to tbe Gaza Strip 
and Jericho enclave on the 
West Bank, where it was 
launched in May 1994. They 
said there were no guarantees 
that a diplomatic offensive 
would be successful. 

Mr. Amer stressed that it 
would be difficult for the 
PLO to call off the talks as 
U.S. Vice-President Al Gore 
was to meet Mr. Arafat this 
week. 

Executive Committee 
Member Suleiman Al Najjab 
told AFP the PLO had opted 
for a pessimistic tone in its 
final statement to stress that 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. groups urge rechannelling 


of Israel, Egypt aid into region 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Amid clear 
moves in Washington to- 
wards slashing foreign aid as 
a matter of policy, several 
American non-governmental 
organisations and church 
groups have come up with an 
unprecedented approach that 
advocates the distribution oi 
the available assistance in a 
regional context rather than 
limiting it to Israel and 
Egypt- 

In essence, the proposal, 
entitled ‘Toward A Safer Fu- 
ture for the Children of 
Abraham: A Proposal for 
Restructuring U.S. Aid to 
the Middle East,” takes into 
consideration that the $5.1 
billion annual American aid 
to Israel ($3 billion) and 
Egypt ($2.1 billion) since 
they signed the Camp David 


accords in 1978 would remain 
to be tbe amount of U.S. 
assistance available to tbe 
Middle East. 

As such, the authors of the 
proposal are calling for a 
redistribution of tbe amount 
to serve the basic American 
objective of maintaining 
peace in the region and con- 
tributing to the development 
of Middle Eastern countries. 

Peter Gubser, head of the 
American Near East Refugee 
Agency (ANERA) — one erf 
the authors of theproposal — 
concedes that it is an uphill 
task to convince the U.S. 
Congress, the administration 
and the various lobbying 


groups in Washington to 
iditi< 


change their traditional 
thinking. 

“It is difficult, but not im- 
possible,” Mr. Gubser told 
the Jordan Times in a recent 
interview after making a copy 


of the proposal available to 
the paper. “True, it would 
take years, but we have to 
start somewhere.” 

“There are some Israeli 
groups which don’t like but 
there are some which do like 
it,” as the case is also in the 
U.S. and elsewhere, he 
noted, adding that the power- 
ful military lobby in tbe U.S. 
would also pose obstacles for 
the proposal. 

But, he argues, if Amer- 
ican executives and policy- 
makers as well as legislators 
realise and appreciate that 
the very policy objective of 
foe aid to the Middle East is 
to ensure peace m the region 
then it would also mean a 
conviction that Israel and 
Egypt should not remain the 
sole beneficiaries of aid. 

Copies of the proposal 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Israel, Syria prepare for 
talks on security issues 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
and Syria are to bold talks in 
the coming days on security 
arrangements which would 
allow Israel to withdraw from 
the strategic Golan Heights 
ahead of a peace settlement. 

U.S. jSecretary of State 
Warren Christopher 
announced the resumption of 
ambassador-level talks in 
Washington within days at 
the end of a Middle East 
peace shuttle last week. 

According to Israeli televi- 
sion, Syrian Ambassador 
Walid Moallem and Israel's 
Itamar Rabinovich wSl be 
joined at a later stage in the 
U.S. capital by senior army 
officers from the two coun- 
tries. 

Full bilateral negotiations 
have been frozen since 
February 1994, deadlocked 
over the scope and riming of 
an Israeli pullout from the 
Golan, seized in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Syria insists on a full with- 
drawal, while Israel has prop- 
osed a limited pull-back over 
three years to “test” Damas- 
cus’s desire for peace. 

A senior U.S. official who 
accompanied Mr. Christ- 
opher on his regional tour 
said it was the first tune 
leaders on both sides had 
discussed security issues in 
great detail. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said time was 
running out for reaching a 
peace accord with Syria be- 
fore the Israeli general elec- 
tions, set for November 1996. 

But Israel’s relations with 
Syria “are now becoming 


offer of territorial conces- 
sions on die Golan Heights in 
exchange for fun peace with 
open borders and diplomatic 
relations. 

But he refused to be drawn 
on the scale of any withdraw- 
al. 

' Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid said the “scope of 
the withdrawal will corres- 
pond to the scope of peace,” 
and insisted Israel was ready 
for comprehensive peace. 

The Israeli government has 
made it sufficiently dear that 
it is seeking adequate security 
guarantees to make a with- 
drawal from the Golan 
acceptable to public opinion. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has promised that any 
peace deal With Syria will be 
put to a referendum. 

According to Zeev Scfaiff , 
military observer of the daily 
H&aretz, “the big question is 
whether, in exchange for the 
heavy price will pay by eva- 
cuating the Golan plateau 
and its settlements, Israel will 
be able to say that its military 
and strategic position has not 
been compromised.” 

For 27 years Israeli govern- 
ments have insisted that the 
Golan is vital for the coun- 
try’s security. 

But Mr. Peres now argoes 
that Syria’s missile systems 
have reduced the strategic 
value of the territory. 

The security discussions 
focus on several key areas: 

— Early warning stations 


asked not to be named said 
Mr. Christopher had 
obtained Syria’s agreement 
to resume direct tabes after 
Israel had agreed that secur- 
ity arrangements would be 
applied “m equal measure” 
on both* sides of the border. 

However, Israeli leaders 
argue that such arrangements 
should not be identical on 
both sides because Israel is 
narrower than Syria. 


AP adds: Syria on Sunday 
accused Israel of «««i^ the 
subject of bolder security in 
an attempt to sabotage the 
next round of peace talks. 

However, the possibility of 
agreement was not ruled out. 

The government-published 
TSshrin newspaper said an 
Israeli undertaking to pull 
out from the Golan Heights 
would “pave the way for the 
subject of security arrange- 
ments which should be mutal, 
equivalent and balanced.” 
“What threatens the next 
Washington peace talks is 
Israel’s fevensh attempts to 
make the security 
ments the only 
subject, neglecting that the 
baric subject is the frill Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan,” 
it said. 


(Israel wants to kero the one 
nt Hennon). 


very appropriate and satis- 
fying,” he said. 


Israeli leaders are prepar- 
ing public opinion for a with- 
drawal from the Golan, but 
they still avoid giving dear 
statements on the issue. 

' Mr. Peres said Israel was 
ready “to pay the necessary 
price to achieve peace, but 
we will not pay for nothing.” 
He was referring to Israel’s 


it has on Mount 

— The establishment of 
zones on both rides of. the 
future border where all milit- 
ary activity would be banned 
or strictly limited. 

— Hie deployment of in- 
ternational observers on the 
Golan, indnding a U.S. con- 
tingent. 

— limits on armed forces 
argues that Syria has 
' too many regular troops). 

One Israeli minister who 


“If Israel follows this 
course, it win confirm its 
non-seriousness about the 
peace issue and will uphold 
die conviction that it is using 
the security arrangements to 
undermine the peace pro- 
cess,” the paper added. 

Another Syrian govern- 
ment daily, Ai Tbawra, pre- 
dicted that the Washington 
talks “will be formidable and 
difficult due to the Israeli 
leaders* statements over the 
Golan issue and which reject 
the principle of the full pull- 
out. 

“The Israeli government 
wants the next Washington 
talks to be a copy of previous 
rounds and a new evasion 
from peace prerequisites,” it 
said. 


Policy failures, lack of funds 
mar Arab League anniversary 


CAIRO (AFP) — Policy fai- 
lures and a financial crisis 
threaten to cloud the 50th 
anniversary on Wednesday of 
the 22-member Arab League 

— a body set up to boost 
Arab cooperation but hand- 
icapped by internal divisions. 

The league's general secre- 
tariat plans to call a special 
meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers during the 
anniversary events to tackle 
the financial crisis. 

“This is a baric problem 
and it must be discussed at 
ministerial level,” said Assis- 
tant Secretary General 
Mohammad Al Sayyed. 

Only three member states 

— Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Bahrain have paid up their 
1995 contributions to the 
league’s annual budget of $27 
million. Oman has paid half 
its contribution, Mr. Sayyed 
said. 

In 1994 the league was 
forced to borrow $4.7 million 
from its staffs pension fund 
and one third of its 19 mis- 
sions abroad, including those 
in Japan and Brazil, have 
already been closed. 

Some countries have failed 
to pay tbeir contributions due 
to economic difficulties — 
Iraq because of the interna- 
tional embargo and the Com- 
oros, Somalia and Sudan due 
to lack of funds. 

Mr. Sayyed said other 
members paid their quotas 
late or contested the amount 
they were supposed to contri- 


bute. 

Founded on March 22, 
1945 with the aim of boosting 
Arab political and economic 
cooperation, the league has 
experienced a series of policy 
setbacks, including the fai- 
lure to resolve the Palestinian 
problem after the Arab de- 
feat at the hands of Israel in 
1948. 

The league embraced the 
Palestinian cause from the 
start and pushed for interna- 
tional recognition of the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) as the sole 
representative of die Palesti- 
nian people. 

But PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat did not turn to the 
Arab League when he de- 
cided to make his “peace of 
the brave” with Israel. 

The Palestinian issue 
“which should have united 
the Arab world instead be- 
came a focus of inter-Arab 
disputes,” says Mr. Abn Seif 
Radi, former Arab League 
information director. 

The league failed to bade 
Egypt in 1956 when France, 
Britain and land decided to 
“punish” Gama! Abdul Nas- 
ser for having nationalised 
the Suez Canal. 

The Arab defeat in the 


when they imposed an oil 
embargo on the United States 
and its Western allies. 

Egypt’s peace treaty with 
Israel rimed in 1979 was a 
severe blow to the Arab 
League, prompting it to 
move its headquarters from 
Cairo to Tunis and launch a 
boycott Egypt 

However, in 1982 Arab 
leaders adopted the Fahd 
plan in Fez, for the first time 
implicitly recognising the 
Jewish state. 

The Arab League has also 
proved incapable of resolving 
conflicts between its mem- 
bers. 


1967 war with Israel bigb- 
of the 


lighted the weakness 


joint Arab defence pact 
And in the 1973 Arab- 


Israeli war the oil-rich Gulf 
states acted outside the 
framework of the league 


Although it deployed Arab 
peacekeepers to replace the 
British in Kuwait in 1961, 
preventing an Iraqi annexa- 
tion of the oil-rich emirate, 
the league failed to stop Iraqi 
troops invading the country 
in August 1990. 

The league was also power- 
less to prevent two rival wars 
in Yemen — in 1962-1969 
and in May-July 1994. 

In 1976 some 30,000 Arab 
peacekeepers were sent to 
Lebanon, but the rival war 
continued to rage there for 
another 14 years. 

Several Arab leaders, in- 
cluding King Hassan II of 
Morocco, consider the 
league’s charter to be ineffec- 
tive because it requires mem- 
ber states to take derisions 
unanimously, rather than by 
a majority vote. 



BEST WISHES: Palestine Liberation Orga- ding ceremon y in Tunis on Sunday. Mr. 
nbatioo (PLO) Yasser Arafat con- Arafat interrupted his meeting of the PLO 

gratolates Tunisian bride, Nadia, who married t™. gtw hfa *n 

one of hb bodyguards, Jamd, after the wed- the newly wed couple (AFP photo) 


Refugees blame U.N.for broken promise 


ALTASH REFUGEES 
CAMP (AFP) — A refugee 
has been on hunger strike 
outride a U.N. office here for 
almost a month to highlight 
the plight of 23.000 Iranian 
Kurds still waiting to go 
borne after 16 years. 

The refugees of Kurdish 
origin arrived in 1979 without 
a passport, fleeing from 
northern Iran after the Isla- 
mic revolution. . 

Sixteen years later they say 
they have been left lan- 
guishing in the camp after a 
trail of broken promises by 
the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

“We want to go back to 
Iran or find another country 


of asylum.” said 35-year-old 
teacher Ali Sal ah Mustafa 


Baghdad. 

A camp official said he 
launched bis campaign about 
a month ago wben the 
UNHCR went back on a 
promise that he had been 
found a country of asylum. 

Over the years the Altash 
camp has grown from a hand- 
ful of shelters into a village 
sprawling across 24 square 
kilometres. The stone and 
daub houses are even con- 
nected to water and electric- 
ity supplies. 

“The Iraqis are helping us. 
but we have been here long 
enough and the UNHCR 
doesn’t seemed too worried 
about our fate.” one refugee 
said. 


who has been in the camp for 
16 years. 

The UNHCR “Has prom- * 
ised .for years,, to. help us., 
return, but with no success.” 
he told journalists on a visit 
organised by the Iraqi in- 
formation ministry. 

In desperation another re- 
fugee, Ali Amin Jan, went-on 
hunger-strike outside the 
UNHCR office in the camp, 
about 130 kilometres west of 


“The UNHCR gives us 
meagre food supplies which 
causes illnesses and it has a 
discriminatory attitude to- 
wards, the refugees,” he 
charged. 

But in a statement to AFP 
the head of the UNHCR 
mission in Baghdad, Abdul- 
lah Babakr Said said, the 
organisation’s duty has al- 
ways been to allow the re- 
fugees to return to their 
country of origin. 


He said the UNHCR had 
taken lenghty seps to try to 
secure their return and over- 
come Iran’s veto of some 
cases. 

Some 12,000 Iranian had 
asked to be able to return 
borne out of a total of 45,000 
refugees in Iraq, be said. 

The requests had been sent 
to the Iranian embassy in 
Baghdad and a copy passed 
on to the UNHCR headquar- 
ters in Geneva to be for- 
warded to Tehran. 

In 1992 1,500 refugees re- 
turned to Iran but the opera- 
tion was halted because 
Tehran “wanted to check 
more dosely the identity of 
the candidates.” Mr. Said 
added. 


He said Tehran suspected 
of sneak 


Baghdad of wanting 
Iraqi agents into Iran among 
the ;rantae £ qf. .the .refugees 
allowed to return. 

Mr. Said added that * in 
February 43 host countries 
had been found for the re- 
fugees, including Switzer- 
land, the Netherlands and 
Denmark. But it will still take 
a long time for formalities to 
be completed. 


Dromedary pair on year’s round trip 


RABAT (AFP) — Two 
cross-country runners who 
set out from Yemen in 
September on a round trip of 
the Arab World have readied 
the halfway mark in Morocco 
— aboard two camels bought 
in Sanaa for $1,000 each. 

Ma’in is a nine-year-old 
dromedary, long-limbed like 
its master Ahmad Abdu Zaid 
Al Karimi, 33, while six-year- 
old Dhofar is on the stocky 
side like its owner Ali Saleh 
Abdu Al Kadi, 43. 

They have covered almost 
10,000 kilometres in 190 
days, reaching Morocco a 
month ago averaging 70 
kilometres a day at a stately 
speed of 10 kilometres an 
hour. 

After taking a boat across 
the Red Sea, they started the 
trip in Eritrea and moved on 
to Sudan, Egypt, Libya, 
Tunisia and Algeria. The 
animals have cost practically 
nothing so far to maintain, 
browring on available grass 
and d rinking as much water 
as they can once or twice a 
week. 


Mr. Karimi and Mr. Kadi 
work at the Yemeni sports 
ministry, but insist there is 
nothing official about their 
camel trip. They stayed tight- 
lipped about how it was being 
financed. 

All the same, they said, the 
idea was to pass on a message 
to the leaden in each country 
calling on them to strengthen 
Arab unity and solidarity. 

“At the start, we knew the 
Arab World was divided poli- 
tically, and what we have 
experienced has shown us 
that the situation only does 
harm to the people,” Mr. 
Karimi said. 

“We have overcome cold, 
heat and hunger, and dodged 
highway bandits, but we 
could not beat the pride and 
mistrust of the politicians,” 
he added bitterly. 

His companion Kadi cited 
a five-day delay at the Sudan- 
Egypt border crossing, and 
another five days' enforced 
wait before reaching Moroc- 
co. In both cases the pair had 
to get their government in 
Sanaa to intervene. 


“We have all that is re- 
quired to be united — natural 
resources, culture, language, 
Islam — why is there so much 
discord and strife?” they 
complained. 

But tbeir general welcome 
had been warm and hospit- 
able everywhere, with lots of 
spontaneous offers of help. 

In the Sudanese capital 
Khartoum, “one fine fellow 
offered us a bundle of bank- 
notes,” Mr. Karimi remem- 
bered, while in Alexandria 
people organised a big party 
for them. 

There were some close 
shaves in war-torn Algeria, 
where the police got jumpy 
when crowds gathered enthu- 
siastically round the 
travellers on their desert 
mounts. 

Now they are on the way 
by sea from Casablanca to 
the Lebanese capital Beirut 
to start the second leg of 
6,000 kilometres taking in 
Syria, Jordan, Iraq and the 
Gulf emirates, with home- 
coming to Yemen scheduled 
for next September. 


Israeli businessmen upbeat $ 
at Cairo International Fair 


n pn 




CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli 
businessmen attending the 
Cairo International Fair for 
the first time for nine years 
said Saturday they were con- 
fident they could reach new 
clients and boost tbeir profits 
in Egypt. 

“We are very interested in 
the Egyptian market which 
ma y also give access to other 
Arab markets,” said Plada 
Zvei, representing the Gama 
Aluminium company, one of 
24 Israeli firms attending the 
fair. 

Security was tight at the 
fair, opened Saturday by 
Egyptian Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki, with police vehi- 
cles guarding the U.S. and 
Israeli pavilions. 

Israel was participating for 
the first time since 1986, 
when one of its embassy em- 
ployees in Cairo was sbot 
dead as she was leaving the 
fair. 

A representative of Crystal 
Line, an Israeli manufacturer 
of beauty products based on 
mine rale from the Dead Sea, 
said he was “confident” be- 
cause “we are realistic 
businessmen seeking profits 
and I think the Egyptians are 
realistic, too.” 


Israeli companies already 
doing business in Egypt saw 
the fair as an opportunity to 
boost sales. 

Mohammad Mehafana, 
representing the Hazcra fir® 
which sells fruit and veget- 
able seeds, said he expected 
to interest more Egyptian 
clients. 

According to the Egyptian 
economy ministry, the 
volume of non-oil trade be- 
tween the two countries dot. 
bled in the first three- 
quarters of 1994 against the 
same period the previous 
year, reaching $30 miffioa, 
$21 million of which con- 
sisted cf Egyptian exports. 

However, a survey pub-' 
lisbed in the Eoglish- 
langnage Al Ahram Weekly 
in December showed that 
anti-Israeli feeling was stifl 
widespread in Egypt, 15 - 
years after it became toe first . 
Arab country to sign a peace 
treaty with the Jewish state. 

Seventy-one per cent of 
Egyptians refused to boy. 
Israeli goods and 75 per cent ' 
opposed the establishment of ' 
Israeli enterprises in Egypt, ■ 
the poll showed. 

The Cairo fair wffl con- 
tinue until March 31. 



Egypt, Syria and Gulf states to meet 


CAIRO (AFP) — The foreign ministers of Egypt, Syria aad 
six Gulf Arab states will meet Tuesday for talks on toe 
Middle East peace process and on ways to boost coopera- 
tion in line with the Damascus declaration they signed after 
the 1991 Gulf war. Under toe accord, which has not been 


implemented, Syria and Egypt are to provide the six-nation 
ration Councfl (GCC) with military aid m 


Gulf Cooperation 
return for some $10 billion worth of economic assistance. 
The GCC groups Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain. Qatar and Oman. Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry officials said the meeting would also cover the, 
renewal of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NFT) — 
one of the main issues on the agenda of an Arab League 
foreign ministers’ meeting openi ng he re Wednesday. Egypt 
has threatened not to ago toe NPT when it cranes up for 
renewal at the United Nations in Apd-May unless Israel 
agrees to sign. 


S. Arabia, Egypt discuss position off workers 


RIYADH (AFP) — Egyptian Labour Minister Ahmad Al 
Amawi and Saudi 


Saudi officials Saturday discussed the situation ' 
of some 1.2' million Egyptian. Workers in Saadi Arabian 
Egyptian diplomats said here. The talks focused on 
coordination between job centres in the two countries and 
renewal of an accord on Saudi seasonal recruitment of 
Egyptian drivers for the Haj. Each year the Saudi 
authorities call on the services of some 13,000 Egyptian 
drivers for the pilgrimage, due to take place in early May 
this year. The diplomats said Mr. Amawi mid Saws 
Labour Minister Mohammad Ali Al Fayez discussed toe 
situation of Egyptian workers in light of a recent crack- 
down by the authorities on illegals. On Feb. 13 Saudi 
Interior Minister Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz said more 
than 100,000 illegal foreign workers had been expelled 
from toe kingdom.' 


Saudi dissident vows to stay in hiding 


LONDON (R) — A Saudi Arabian ex-diplomat and 
dissident evading deportation from Britain told toe Mail on 
Sunday newspaper he would stay in hiding until his safety 
was guaranteed. Ahmad Khodair Said Al Zahra ni, a 
former vice-consul at the Saudi consulate in Houston, 
Texas, failed to turn up twice last week to be deported wife 
his wife and three children and his lawyers said immigration 
authorities wanted to arrest him. “I will stay in hiding until 
I can get some guarantees about my safety,” he told .toe 
paper in a call from a public phone box. “I came to Britain 
because you believe in freedom and human rights. It it 
unbelievable but the British want to put me on a plane to 
America and toe Americans say they will send me straight 
home to Saudi Arabia.” Mr. Zahrani came to Britain in 
1994 hoping to win political asylum after losing his job al 
toe Saudi consulate. He says be was harassed by Saudi 
authorities for a university thesis published three years ago 
under the title “Saudi foreign policy within the Arab sphere 
1979-1991.” British authorities have rejected his implica- 
tion on the grounds he could have applied in the Uskti 
States. But his lawyers and supporters say he does not 
believe an application there would be treated fairly became 
of toe “special relationship” between Washington add 
Riyadh. Sources dose to toe Saudi government have said 
Mr. Zahrani was of no interest to the government and hb 
book was “harmless.’’ 
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JORDAN TCLEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1700 be Prince Et La Sireoe 

17:30 Pyramids 

18:00 D’Anamon Amourfux 

19:00 News In French 

19:15 Varieties 

1900 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:09 Sooth Beach 

2WS Divine in the Red Sea 

2£0Q News in English 

2230 Scaricl and Black 


Me- 


Armenian CatbnHc Chati Td. 

771331. 

Arnotai OrtMn Chanh TcL 

773261. 

Sc Ephraim Chart* TcL 771751. 
Amman to m alfa wl Church TcL 
652326. 

EnapHnl Lolberaa Clank Teh 

824328. 

Orman apaakhg Bs—mUcal Caw- 

mptfcrn Tel. 684193 

The Latter-Day Satin* Td. 65*932 
Chart* a f Nmnac Td. 675691 - 
The fa mpW Local Owe* h 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


PRAYER TIKES 


Tel. 811295 


04:19 Fajr 

05:37 (Sanrisc) Duba 

WM Dhufar 

15:10 ’Asr 

17-20 Maghreb 

IM* 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Chnrch 
Swetfkh, Td. 810740 
Aaucmblfcj of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chnrch Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AnmndatiaB TcL 

637440. 

De la Safe Church Tel. 661757 
Temsancta Chnrch Tel: 6Z2366 
Chnrch of the A ntnmcfairt oa TcL 

623541. 

Anglican Chat* Tel. 630851. Td. 
628543. 


WEATHER 

BnBetin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mctcoroiogy. 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise with winds northwesterly fight 
to moderate. In Aqaba, warn 
weather conditions will prevail 
with winds northerly moderate and 
seas cdw. 

MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 6118 

Aqaba 14/25 

Deserts 6/21 

Jordan Valley 12/26 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 38 per cent. 
Aqaba 38 per ceflL 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Jihad Zbdeh 881148 

Dr. Farouq Nosr 786680 

Dr. Mahmoud Amir 888883 

Fbw pharmacy 661912 

fallows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asenu pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Saha) pharmacy 636730 

Yaooob pharmacy 644945 

Shmeaao phamacy 637660 

Nairoujfa pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1UHD: 

Dr. Mohammad AlKhdffi 273099 
Afcjndi pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA! 

Dr. Hahma Hbsm 982440 

Khafifeh pharmacy 965427 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rtt«e 630341 

dvD Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoBec 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnUfc Seari(y Department 63032] 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complains 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) Ill 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafc Telephone Repairs Ml 101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Anthority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Afia IntL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813732 

KhaftSMatemkv.J. Aran 

644281/6 

Afcfleh Maternity. J.Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

MaDns, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Suneisani 664171/4 

Shmekani Hospital — ...... 669131 

Urtiveraity Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Aboah 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

hatian, At-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
Ai-BasUr, J. Aahra&eh 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital ....60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGo 
Zsrqa National , 

IbnSlna Hospital (0 

AI HiJtmi Modem Hospital 

numh 

Princes Bssmt Hospital ...... ( 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
IbnAINafea Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haja Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Cairo (MS) 

1235 .... Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

1WI HudakJah (TY) 

14:00 Khartoum (SD) 

I** Kiev(6U) 

IT* RomefAZ) 

“J* Dubai (EK) 

5* London. Bornt (BA) 

•*=» Amsterdam (KL) 


HIJAZ RAIL! 
TRAM 


tv — 


Tbs information is 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

department at the Queen Alia lo- 
tenstiimal Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5, mete it should always be war- 
tied. 


DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


Dj-Aamma fcOOereryMc why 

5:00 p.m. every Month? 
Pep. Pn — cm 

7:30 a.m. even Sunday 
Att. Amman -It 

soodayfli 


5KW p.m. every 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 


0&45 ...... Beirut < 

97:09 Aqaba j 

10j 4S ... Amsterdam, Chicago I 
1*00 London { 

fankfartl 

Cairo L.. 

19t45 Bahrain, Doha i RJi 

Abn Dhabi (RJ) 

ZT-25 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 



07:20 

9835 

fcffriatf (Rl) 

09*0 


09:15 


09s40 


Ofc» 


10*0 


9955 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l&SO 

Cairo (RJI 

17:00 New York, Amsterdam (RJl 

1*05 


19:10 

^nbfanq, Tunis (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Istanbul (TK) 
Beirut (ME) 
... Cairo (MS) 


08:15 

Mk38 

I3-J0 

Bahrain, Abn Dhabi, Mnseat 

IftOO 

1*00 

W5 •„ Dnbai 

Amsterdam 

Bdna, Loadoe 


Uppetflower price in 6k per if- 

Apple TOtfSW 

Banana w* 

Banana (Mntanmnar) ® 

Cabba* 100/* 

Chnot 18Bg 

Canfiflower MffW 

Cncumhere (large) 150/*® 

GucmnbenianaO) ....... 280/ WJ 

Eggplant lliffff 

Garlic.... 120Qff0 

Green boms 240/1® 

Lemon 300/*® 

Marrow (large) lOO/J 

Marrow (small} 160/?; 

Onion (green) . 2SQf ® 

Onion (£y) 350/ W 

Orange 400 /3ffl 

Pe»^. 520400 

Pepper ftot) 400/*? 

Pepper (sweet) 3SI/2® 

Spinach lStf» 

Suing Beans ..490/4® 

Tomato — 
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llat,0 NtCrown Prince turns 48 today I Jordan, Bahrain sign media cooperation deals 


AMMAN. (J.T.) - His 
the sa t ** Royal Highness Crown 

bWl? *■ cSA*! Prince Hassan today ede- 
lu brates his 48th birthday. 

r. Prince Hassan was born in 
the a ! Amman in 1947 and is the 
a Zu" youngest of the late King 


j. — ^ . -*u u Talafs three sons. He was 
auetc- »e proclaimed Ciwra Prince by 
raern^ e Eg Royal Decree in 1965. 

^vcct.Ttijnj l0 Among his mnltitnde of 

«'Spnt>osy 'jj,: "V 5 £fc, responsibilities in the local, 
0 f ■■ regional and international 

J'cec the r« 0 <?* ^ arenas is his active role in the 
® l e<l ir. , hc ^; advancement of peace, 
of ^ democracy and human rights 

Mmt ferioa r *33$? at home and abroad, as well 
rejch-n^,? Prt, 1 as his. keen interest in huma- 
*21 naijop"** nitarian causes and in tern a- 

r ' ' J ‘ law 


rf K ‘ ^ tfooal law. 

Hij^cvc: 0 ' r* 4 ’ 1 fij.‘ Prince Hassan focused his 


iuhed 


attention on the need to acti- 


knguiufc A : *;** £e f ? vate the roles of the various 
»B D c , T . n'j Jordanian institutions anden- 

}' hancing public participation 

>v. - ^ ‘^CilTa _ > t. *La rLwnin/tn-matirtA v%m_ 


•>d«pre*i*d" eCaa3 '*! in the decision-making pro- 
yeaft ^ Hr,? ! cess out of his conviction that 
Arab -this constitutes a major ele- 

TT«at> %..h ; k :c,it Qij ment in developing the sode- 

SeieiitC^? *• _ , 


Et>P'un% 

gP. 1 ** tteftyfs 
Wmu enteraps-^ 

ih^ec " 13 'i: 
*be C.«ir : « *■!. 
tiuuc jin'.)', .’-u 


The Crown Prince has al- 
ways believed that sound 
; planning, dialogue and intel- 
; feet based on solid grounds 
are important factors that 
help in building a state of 
constitutions. 

Thus, he participated in 
f preparing, and discussing 
: Jordanian development plans 
and was keenly interested in 
familiarising the public on the 
importance of planning. 

Prince Hassan was also 
keen to establish institutions 
with national, Arab and Isla- 



itf ft) at nc rmc dimensions and contri- 

b to Hleg bated to enriching their roles 
!. miniv.* r - „< t ■ *2 “Ploiting the experience 

T"rvi;v i ' °* promment intellectuals 


from Arab and Islamic coun- 
ties. 

The Crown Prince is also 
the author of several books 
on the Palestinian question, 
and he was the first to de- 
mand giving the Palestinian 
people the right to self- 
determination. 

Other books he has written 
focused on peace in the Mid- 
dle East and the legal status 
of the holy city of Jerusalem. 

He has also published 
several research studies on 
various issues. 

The Crown Prince has also 


played a prominent role in 
international conferences and 
seminars and has spared no 
effort in conveying and pre- 
senting Arab and Jordanian 
views at these gatherings and 
defending the causes of the 
Arab ana Islamic nations. 

Prince Hassan married Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath on Ang. 20, 1968. The 
couple have three daughters — 
Their Royal Highnesses Prin- 
cess Rahmah, Princess 
Sumaya and Princess Badi’a 
and one son. His Royal High- 
ness Prince Rashed. 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Bahraini Minister of In- 
formation Tareq Al 
Mu’ayyad left Amman Sun- 
day after a three-day official 
visit during which he held 
talks with Jordanian officials 
over Jordani an-Bahraini rela- 
tions, especially in die media 
and information fields. 

Before leaving Amman, 
Mr. Al Mu’ayyad and Depu- 
ty Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Information Khaled 
Karaki signed an agreement 
on the exchange of informa- 
tion between the Jordan 
News Agency (Petra) and the 
Golf News Agency. The two 
sides also signed an executive 
programme in the informa- 
tion field that calls for the 
enhancement of bilateral re- 
lations in all fields. 

The executive programme, 
which was signed by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Information Khaled Al 
Karaki and Bahraini In- 
formation Minister Tareq Al 
Mu’ayyad, stresses the need 
to enhance coordination in 
the information field and pro- 
vides for the two conn tries to 
exchange radio and television 
messages. 

The two rides agreed on 
holding training programmes 
and exchanging visits and ex- 
pertise as well as providing 
technical facilities to em- 
ployees in the press organisa- 
tions in the two countries. 
The two sides also pledged to 
increase cooperation and 
coordination in the use of 
satellites for radio and televi- 
sion broadcasts. 

At a meeting at Parliament 


earlier. Speaker of the Upper 
House Ahmad Lawzi ex- 
pressed hope that Bahrain 
would exert efforts to renew 
Arab solidarity and would 
help in achieving more coor- 
dination among Arab coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Lawzi stressed to the 
Bahraini information minis- 
ter the importance of Arab 
solidarity especially at this 
time when countries around 
the globe are forming coali- 
tions and blocs to unity their 
policies in the different fields. 

“The crises that we passed 
through taught us how much 
we need to take care of our 
own affairs,” said Mr. Lawzi. 
“We hope that Bahrain 
would contribute to enhanc- 
ing coordination among Arab 
countries.” ' 

Mr. Lawzi congratulated 
the minister of the Jordanian 
Medal of the Fust Order that 
His Majesty King Hussein 
bestowed upon him on Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Mu’ayyad reiterated 
Bahrain’s support and bles- 
sing to Jordan’s stand and the 
steps taken to achieve peace 
in the Middle East. 

“The Bahraini leadership, 
government and people bless 
all your steps and directives, 
especially the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty,” Mr. Mu’ayyad said. 

The Bahraini minister 
lauded King Hussein's 
national and international 
stands in all fields and stres- 
sed the importance of coor- 
dinating positions in all do- 
mains, particularly parlia- 
mentarian cooperation. 



Speaker of the Upper House of Parlia- later in the day ended a three-day official 
ment, the Senate, Ahmad Lawzi (centre) visit. Also receiving Mr. Mu’ayyad was 
Sunday receives Bahraini Minister of Deputy Senate Speaker Zeid Rifai (right) 
Information Tareq Al Mn’ayyad who (Petra photo) 

Jordanian sovereignty means 

hi Bahrain we have the citizens enjoy in Bahraini. to the Kingdom in terms of 


“hi Bahrain we have the 
Shura Council. In parliamen- 
tary conferences yon will get 
the real support of your 
Bahraini bretbem,” Mr. 
Mu’ayyad said. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament, Sa’ad 
Hayel Sr our, also received, 
the B ahraini Minister in his 
office Sunday and discussed 
with him bilateral relations. 

Mr. Srour called for en- 
hancing relations between 
the Bahraini and Jordanian 
parliaments and the need to 
coordinate stands especially 
during international par- 
liamentary conferences. 

Mr. Srour expressed 
appreciation for the good 
treatment the Jordanian 


Mr. Mu'ayyad also met 
with Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and discussed 
the distinguished bilateral 
ties and the efforts exerted by 
King Hussein and B ahrain 
Emir Sheikh Issa Ben Salman 
Al Khahfeh to mend Arab 
relations. . 

In another development. 
Minister of Information 
Khaled Karaki accompanied 
the Bahraini minis ter on a 
tour to the liberated Jorda- 
nian territories in Al Bakura 
area. 

Jordanian army officers 
presented a detailed explana- 
tion on the importance of the 
territories to Jordan, and 
bow much their restoration to 


to the Kingdom in terms of 
achieving security, stability 
and prosperity. 

The Bahraini minister was 
accompanied by Nayef 
Mnala, secretary general of 
the Ministry of Information. 

Frinn the Bahraini side, 
the minster was accompanied 
by Hala Umran, secretary 
general of the Bahraini 
Ministry of Information for 
Radio and Television, Nabfl 
Al Jamr, chief editor of Al 
Ayyam newspaper, and 
Khaled Abdullah Rayyani, 
chief editor of the Gulf news 
Agency. 

Mr. Muayyad was seen off 
at the airport by Dr. Karaki 
and other officials. 
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Jordanian business team heads for Iraq 

Delegation to hold trade talks with officials, private sector 


COOPERATING TO HELP: Her Royal could offer to needy families fin the King- 
Highness Princess Rania Abdallah Son- dom. Mr. Dahabi agreed to haro the 
day meets with Royal Jordanian (RJ) national air carrier market traditional 
President and Chief Executive Officer handicrafts manufactured by needy fami- 
Nader Dahabi. Princess Rania and Mr. lies. 

Dahabi discussed possible support RJ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A team of 
Jordanian businessmen 
headed for Baghdad on 
Saturday for talks with Ira- 
qi government officials and 
private sector representa- 
tives on increasing trade 
and economic cooperation 
between Jordan and Iraq. 

It is the latest Jordanian 
delegation to visit Iraq . 
amid rntehse 'moves oh the ’ 
international scene toliff or " 
ease the 55-montii-old in- 
ternational sanctions 
against Iraq. 

The sanctions deprived 
Jordan of its one-time 
largest trading partner and, 
as the Kingdom adhered 
strictly to the crippling 
embargo on its eastern 
neighbour, international 
businesses made inroads 
into the lucrative Iraqi mar- 
ket, local businessmen say. 

While most of the West- 
ern and Far Eastern 


businessmen visiting Iraq in 
the past six months have 
asserted that they were 
seeking post-sanctions 
business, local sources say 
that most of them were in 
search of immediate Iraqi 
orders for food and medi- 
cine which are exempt from 
the sanctions. 

“Many of them offer 
long-term credit for sup- 
plying limited amounts of 
food and medicine- in hff-’ 
turn f of agreements for" 
large-scale post-sanctions 
orders for other items,” 
said a Jordanian trader. 

Extending long-term cre- 
dit is beyond the reach of 
many Jordanian 
businesses, and this was 
cited by the trader as a 
major disadvantage for 
Jordanian companies seek- 
ing to deal with Iraq. 

"‘The commercial delega- 
tion which left today mil 
seek to rectify this major 
problem,” said tbe trader. 


who preferred anonymity. 
The 41-member delega- 


tion is headed by Haidar 
Murad, head of the Jorda- 
nian Federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce, several 
members of the 
board of directors of the 
federation and business- 
men representing the 
chambers of commerce in 
the various govemorates. 


agreement with its Iraqi 
counterpart under which 
Jordanian industrialists 
would help rebuild Iraqi 
industries destroyed in the 
1990-91 war over Kuwait 
and convert some of the 
Iraqi military industries for 
civilian use. 

The Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said the commer- 
cial delegation, in addition 


,The rj visit of tjji^qfogarii * *ta Riding; tslfcs, with- Iraqi 
riOn, mostly representing^. ^officials and businessmen,- 
i the' trading sector in Jor- would also seekf to “fami- 
dap, comes in response co»t- - li arise themselves with the’ 


ithe ? trading sector in Jor- 
dan, comes in response to» 
an invitation by Iraqi 
Minister of Trade Moham- 
mad Mehdi Saleh, who was 
here in February, and Iraqi 
Chamber of Commerce 
President Zubeir Abdul 
Ghafour Younis. 

It follows two trips made 
by Jordanian industrialists 
under the umbrella of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
tiy. 

Tbe Amman Chamber of 
Industry has signed an 


soda! situation and the eco- 
nomic and Kving conditions 
of the people of Iraq in 
view of the sanctions. 

The delegation is accom- 
panied by a 500-tonne con- 
signment of food and medi- 
cine donated by Jordanian 
businessmen as “a reflec- 
■ tion of tbe Jordanian com- 
mercial sector’s brotherly 
sentiments towards the 
people of Iraq,” Petra 
qnoted Mr. Mnrad as 


saying. 

The delegation would 
visit Iraqi industries, hos- 
pitals ana companies affili- 
ated with the Ministry of 
Trade in Iraq, Petra said. 

The visit “aims at boost- 
ing economic cooperation 
and trade between tbe two 
countries and exchanging 
views on means to achieve 
that,” Mr. Murad said. 

•" Thd- delegation’s talks 
“will also cover coopera- 
tion in terms of establishing 
projects and joint ventures 
within the framework of 
economic integration” of 
Jordan and Iraq, he said. 
Envisaged projects will de- 
pend on technology and 
raw material available in 
the two countries and seek 
to meet the demands of the 
two markets as well as ex- 
ports, he said, noting that 
Jordan gets preferential 
treatment for its products 
in a large segment of the 
international market 


Police arrest 3 suspects 
for JD 30,000 burglary 


Company launches Rover car sales 


By Rana Husseinl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Sunday 
announced the arrest of three 
people suspected of stealing 
more than JD 30,000 worth 
money and valuables from a 
house in Irbid last August. 

According to Brigadier 
General Hisham Ensour, 
director of the Irbid Police 
Department, the burglary 
victim notified police that he 


pgfei* s had travelled to Lebanon for 

i* Ha*-c :V 'Z. three* days, and when he re- 
I - • . J turned be discovered that 

vsp^yr’cf- Y/.'. . > someone had broken into his 
ij&U ;T-’ ; r home. 

- '' The victim, identified as 

AtuJi ?<■ - : A.F.H. 45, told police that 

& ihi *' foreign currency, jewellery 

and other goods were missing 
from his home. Brig. Gen. 
Ensour said. 

- — “The victim told us that he 

had notified one of his dose 

— ■ - • friends that he was leaving 

. I if »the country, and based on 
*»UA Z** this information, we started 

TRAJ* our investigations,” the 
« ■'■■■' k 'P®lice official told the Jordan 
a*#®** ' ’* ‘ rimes. 


After an intensive search 
and investigations police 
apprehended a suspect, iden- 
tified as A.R.H. who confes- 
sed to committing the burg- 
lary, according to the police 
official. 

“We compared finger- 
prints found at the scene of 
the crime with the suspects' 
fingerprints and they match- 
ed,” be said. 

According to Brig. Gen. 
Ensour, the suspect, a mer- 
chant, led the authorities to 
two other people who 
cooperated with him in hid- 
ingthen selling the jewellery. 

The police offidal said that 
a dispute which occurred be- 
tween tbe three suspects led 
the police to arrest all of 
them. Hie official would not 
elaborate. 

Brig. Gen. Ensour said 
that all three suspects confes- 
sed and reenacted their 
crimes. 

According to the police 
official, the authorities re- 
trieved most of the stolen 
jewellery and returned it to 
the victim. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Jordan 
Automobile Company (JAC) 
Sunday launched the market- 
ing of tbe new range of 
British-made Rover cars in 
the Kingdom, an event which 
“symbolises tbe return of ma- 
jor British businesses to Jor- 
dan,” according to Roger 
Sykes of the embassy of the 
U.K. here. 

Tbe Rover Car Company, 
part of the newly BMW AG- 
owned Rover Group of Land 
Rover, Rover Cars and MG, 
this year is offering a range of 
medium and executive cars in 
three series. 

The Rover 800 series in- 
cludes tbe four-cylinder, 2.0- 
htre Mpi, five-speed manual 
transmission 820Si executive 
car. 

The Rover 400 series offers 
a four-cylinder, 16-valve en- 
gine vehicle with burr walnut 


veneer on tbe fascia and 
doors and other luxury sped- 
‘fications. 

And a hatchback version of 
the Rover 400 series is avail- 
able in tbe Rover 200 series. 

The Rover Car Company, 
according to Rover Group 
Middle East Sales Director 
Ken Janies, has been produc- 
ing cars for over 90 years. 

Only about six months ago. 
Rover Group linked up with 
BMW AG, making the com- 
pany Britain’s largest motor 
vehicle manufacturer, pro- 
ducing approximately 
500,000 vehicles annually. 

Annual sales of the com- 
pany were reported at more 
than £4300 million, and its 
vehicles are exported to more 
than 130 countries world* 
wide. 

According to the company, 
annual overseas sales top 
£1,700 million. 

Mr. James said Rover has 


an increasing presence in the 
Middle East. 

The Jordan Automobile 
Company, which originally 
dates bade to 1924 when the 
EAST company was founded 
m Jerusalem, was selected by 
Rover Group as its agent m 
Jordan, because tbe company 
is “an excellent distributor, 
committed to providing all 
our customers with the best 
in service,” Mr. James said. 

JAC General Manager 
Nihad Zacharia told a press 
conference Sunday that the 
“high performance" cars 
which are equipped with 
BMW engines, “have surpas- 
sed rigorous endurance tests 
in over 50’C conditions, com- 
bined with extensive trials in 
tbe Middle East.” 

Mr. Zacharia said the cars 
range in price starting from 
JD 18,000 for the 400 and 200 
series, to JD 39,000 for the 
top-of-the-line 800 series. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILMS 

' ☆ Film entitled “Raphael: the Apprentice Years, the 
Prince of Painters, Legend and Legacy” (Part II) (with 
■ commentary in Arabic by Dr. Khalid Khretej at Darat 
Al Fimnn at 5:30 pan. 

V ☆ Film entitled “Le Petit Prince A Dit” at the French 
t Cultural Centre at 8.-00 p.m. 

j 6 Two children’s filw« fin German) entitled “Der Pampd- 
mnsenmond” and “Lippefe Tranm” (with snbtities in 
^ • English) at Goetbe-Institnt at 6:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

li" Concert by Iraqi artist Ala’ Sa’d at the Royal Cultural 

V Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

PRESENTATION 

<.i'^ Presentation entitled “Access to British Higher Educa- 
tion” by Dr. tain Bride at the British Council at 630 

■v . PJn. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kina congratulates Tunisia Madaba, 62.5 per cent; Ajloun, 52.2 per cent; 

Jerash, 52.1 per cent; Mafraq, 503 per oent; 
AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus- Karak, 44 per cent; Tafileh, 55.3 per cent; 
sein Sunday sent a cable to Tunisian President Mean, 47 per cent; and Aqaba, 33 per cent. 
Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali congratulating him 

on his country’s national day. King Hussein . . . . , . . ... 

wished Mr. Ben Ali good health and happi- American nee shipment arrives in Aqaba 

ness and the Tunisian people further progress _ „ 

and prosperity. AMMAN (Petra) — A ship carrying 23, 


The Institute of 
Diplomacy's 
New Premises 


This is to inform all concerned that with effect from 
Monday, March 20th, 1995, The Institute of Diplomacy 
will move to its new premises in the Um Uthainah district 
(at 59, Suleiman Al-Hadidi Street) as shown in the 
illustration below. 

Following are the new address and telephone, fax, 
telex and P.O.Box numbers: 

Tel. (926 - 6) 861000 

Fax (926 - 6) 861008 

Telex 24464 ID JO 

P.O.Box 850746 Amman 11185 JORDAN 


Polio immunisation drive reaches 35.6% target 


AMMAN (Petra) — A ship carrying 23,000 
tonnes of American rice Saturday docked in 
Aqaba port, Ministry of Supply sources said. 
The sources said the American rice will be 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Health available in the local market soon in accord- 
sources Sunday said a total of 241,372 chil- ance with the ministry’s regulations and in- 
dren aged 0-5 years received oral doses of the sanctions, 
polio vaccine as part of a national polio 

immunisation campaign. The sources said this Supply lllinistfy iSSU6385 W&mingStoKUNUIGSS6S 
number constitutes 35.6 per cent of the 

number targeted by the campaign, which is AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Supply 
organised by the ministry in cooperation with Saturday issued 85 warnings to various estab- 
the United Nations Children's Fund (UN- lishments around the Kingdom for violations 
ICEF) and the World Health Organisation of supply-related laws and regulations. 
(WHO). They said the percentages of chil- Sources at the ministry said its inspectors on 
dren who received doses during the first day Friday issued 32 warnings and on Thursday 79 
of the six-day campaign compared to the total warnings. The sources urged the public to rail 
number of the targe tied group was as follows: the ministry’s office to report any complaint! 
Amman, 23 per cent; Irbid, 42.3 per cent; about shops or merchants violating pridngl 
Zarqa, 33.9 per cent; Balqa, 48 per cent; policies. 
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Sinn Fein expects talks 


with U.K. ministers soon 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Sinn Fein, political wing of 
the guerrilla Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), said Sunday it 
hoped to start Northern Ire- 
land peace talks with British 
government ministers within 
a couple of weeks. 

Ministerial-level talks with 


Sinn Fein would be a big step 
forward in the British ana 


Irish government’s drive to 
end 25 years of strife in the 
province, a process which has 
already led to ceasefires by 
the IRA and hs Protestant 
guerrilla enemies. 

Sinn Fein, which wants to 
end Britain's rale in Northern 
Ireland, is already taking part 
in lower-level “exploratory" 
talks with British officials. 

These are designed to 
bring the Republicans and 
their hardline extremist foes 
from the province's pro- 
British Protestant community 
round a table with main- 
stream political parties. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major has insisted Sinn 
Fein must show it is ready for 
serious discussion on how the 
IRA will give up its arms 
before ministers can join the 
talks. 

But Sinn Fein’s Martin 


McGuinness said in a series 
of television interviews the 
talks could take place soon. 

“1 am qnite hopeful that 
this could take place in the 
next 10 to 14 days/' he said. 

Britain said Saturday it had sent 
an agenda for talks with 
ministers to Sinn Fein but 
stressed this did not mean it 
was ready to start the unpre- 
cedented discussions. 

A spokesman from Mr. 
Major's office said Sunday 
the position .remained that 
Sinn Fein had to satisfy Lon- 
don it was ready to discuss 
banding over its weapons be- 
fore ministerial talks. 

The flurry of speculation 
on the timing of ministerial 
talks follows a U.S. visit by 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams. 

President Bill Clinton's de- 
cision to let Mr. Adams into 
the United States to raise 
funds for Sinn Fein before it 
has committed itself on the 
arms issue enraged London 
and caused a diplomatic spat. 

Mr. Clinton is expected to 
talk to Mr. Major by phone 
Sunday to try to patch up 
relations frayed by the dis- 
pute over Mr. Adams, who 
attended a White House re- 


ception with the U.S. presi- 
dent and received a reusing 
welcome daring his visit. 

The Sunday Times also re- 
ported Sunday that Washing- 
ton could offer to broker the 
surrender of IRA arms. 

The possibility of a third 
country overseeing the hand- 
over of weapons has already 
been suggested by British 
officials and Washington 
is keen to play a part in the 
peace process, the newspaper 
said. 

Sinn Fein is keen for the 
United States to take on the 
role. 

But the Sunday Times said 
Northern Ireland’s Protestant 
Unionist politicians — so- 
called because they remain 
loyal to the province’s union 
with Britain — and some 
members of Britain's ruling 
Conservative Party are 
opposed to the idea. 

Meanwhile, James 
Molyneaux. 74, was re- 
elected leader of the Ulster 


Unionist Party (UUP) here 
Saturday, defeating a hard- 


fine firebrand but pledging to 
step aside when he felt the 
time was right. 

The veteran Unionist lead- 
er retained the leadership af- 


ter a 521 votes to 88 victory in 
a ballot by party delegates. 

But the vote for his 21- 
year-old challenger Lee 
Reynolds revealed the extent 
of opposition within the party 
to the recently published 
blueprint for peace in the 
North, the Anglo-Irish 
Framework Document, seen 
as a further erosion of Union- 
ist power under the wily but 
ageing Molyneaux. 

“If I felt, when the bits of 
the jigsaw come together, 
that it would be an advantage 
for a successor to be 
appointed at an appropriate 
time — where we could get 
the broad majority of the 
party behind the new leader, 
then l would have a duty to 
do that,” Mr. Molyneaux 
said. 

Mr. Reynolds, a student, 
said Mr. Molyneaux had 
twice let down Unionist in- 
terests, first in 1985, when he 
failed to prevent the signing 
of the Anglo-Irish Agree- 
ment which gave the Dublin 
government a watching brief 
in the North’s affairs, and 
again last month, for failing 
to provide an effective 
opposition to the Framework 
Document. 



The space shuttle Endeavour passes an observation pWform as 
it lands at Edwards Air Force Base after being Averted from 
Florida after a 16-day mhrioi, the long e st mfaskm in dnille 
hi story. The Endeavour mission rtwdted stars, planets and 
other celestial objects with the Astro Observatory (AFP photo) 


Singapore premier postpones visit 


to Philippines over maid’s execution 


MANILA (R) — Wide- 
spread outrage in the Philip- 
pines Over the hanging of a 

rtiipina maid forced Sunday 
the postponement of Sing- 
aporean Prime Minister Gob 
Cbok Tong's scheduled visit 
to Manila next month. 


Foreign Secretary Roberto 
Romulo said the visit had 
been “postponed to a more 
propitious time" and that he 
had recommended to Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos the crea- 
tion of a presidential commis- 
sion to investigate the case of 
the executed maid. 

“This postponement was 
reached by mutual agreement 
between the Philippines and 
Singaporean governments,” 
Mr. Romulo said in a brief 
statement he read at a news 
conference. 


Mr. Romulo did not give 
any reason for the postpone- 
ment but a senior official said 
Filipinos' indignation over 
the hanging of FI or Contem- 
placion in Singapore Friday 
impelled it. 

“We felt that the height of 
emotions are such that we 
should find a more opportune 
time for the visit,” said the 
official, who asked not to be 


named. 

x Mr. Contempladon, 42, 
was hanged for the 1991 mur- 
der of another Filipina maid 
and a three-year-old Singapo- 
rean boy. 

The hanging for a crime 
that many Filipinos believe 
she did not commit sparked 
threats of reprisals from a 
Communist guerrilla death 
squad, street protests and 
calls for a boycott of Singapo- 
rean products and businesses 
in the Philippines. 

Militant groups have also 
threatened to hound Mr. 
Goh with demonstrations if 
he visits. 

In Singapore Sunday, 
police could be seen patroll- 
ing the grounds of a major 
Catholic Church, and were 
also in evidence at several 
places where Filipina maids 
gather on what is traditional- 
ly their one day-off each 
week. 

Singapore police said Fri- 
day they would act against 
members of the local Philip- 
pine community if they held a 
planned public prayer session 
over tile hanging. 

Die police warned em- 
ployers of Philippine workers 
to advise them against such 


activity. Under Singapore 
employment contracts, fore- 
ign workers are not permitted 
to take part in political activ- 
ity- 

The warning seemed to 
have worked. 

One off-doty Filipina 
maid, speaking in Tagalog to 
a visiting Philippines journal- 
ist, said, “my employer told 
menot to speak out or joint 
any vigil.” 

Another maid said she was 
“very sad” about what had 
happened to Contempladon. 
Both maids did not want to 
be identified. 

A Catholic priest, who also 
did not want to be identified, 
told reporters at the church 
be had been told by police 
not say prayers for Ms. Con- 
templation at his services. 

In Manila, Mr. Romulo 
said the presidential commis- 
sion that would look into the 
case would be beaded by a 
Supreme Court justice, be 
impartial and thoroughly 
look into the circumstances 
that led to the maid's hang- 
ing. 

“I do not believe that bi- 
lateral relations should be 
held hostage by this inci- 
dent,’’ he said. 


U.S. House Republicans expect 
tough debate on welfare reform 


WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
publicans are bracing for a 
rough debate when their wel- 
fare reform bill reaches the 
House floor Tuesday, amid 
unrest from some members 
of their own party and out- 
right opposition from most 
Democrats. 

But Republican lawmakers 
and congressional aides ex- 
pect the measure, a key ele- 
ment of House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich's contract with 
America, to survive largely 
intact. 

Moderate Republicans 
who originally opposed some 
provisions of the bill, which 
gives states unprecedented 
control over welfare prog- 
rammes, have won several 
concessions horn the lead- 
ership and appear unlikely to 
break ranks. 

“Speaking only for myself, 
there’s a lot of good in the 
bill. We’ve got to press for- 
ward with welfare reform.” 
said New Jersey Republican 
Marge Roukema. 

Some are still weighing 
their options, however. 

‘Tm leaning towards sup- 
porting the Mi," said Dela- 
ware Republican Michael 
Castle, who said he was con- 
cerned it did not contain 
enough child care funding to 
enable welfare mothers to go 
to work. 

In an effort to shore up 
moderate support. Republi- 
can leaders will back an 
amendment, crafted by Re- 
publican women, to increase 
child care foods by S750 mil- 
lion. 

The House is also expected 
to pass an amendment requir- 
ing states to pass laws yank- 
ing the drivers and profes- 
sional licenses of parents who 
refuse to pay * 

PWTI IT fn rvlawItfWr • 


The welfare bill saves ab- 
out $65 billion over five years 
by allowing states to run wel- 
fare programmes under 
broad block grants, barring 
aid to legal immigrants, giv- 
ing states control of the 
school lunch and other nutri- 
tion programmes and cutting 
the federal programme for 
disabled, poor children. 

In an effort to combat ille- 
gitimacy, h bars federal cash 
aid to unwed teenagers under 
18 and prohibits additional 
assistance to mothers who 
have children while on wel- 
fare, the so-called “family 
cap.” 

Abortion foes, led by New 
Jersey Republican Christ- 
opher Smith, believe the 
funding cutoff may persuade 
some poor women to have 
abortions. Mr. Smith and 
Oregon Republican Jim 
Bonn want to offer amend- 
ments that would let states 
offer vouchers so unwed 
teenagers and welfare 
mothers can buy baby sup- 
plies. 

“I will vote on (on the 
entire will) if these amend- 
ments are not passed,” Mr. 
Smith said. “If they don’t 
prevail, I think the whole 
thing is dead that’s my 
sense.” 

Mr. Smith and Mr. Bunn 
may pick up support from 
Democrats who oppose the 
family cap and unwed teen 
provisions because they be- 
lieve they cut money needed 
to care for young children. 

But conservative groups 
are split on the provisions. 
The National Right to Life 
Committee supports Mr. 
Smith, but the Christian 
Coalition in February sent a 
letter to members of Con- 


against the bill because it bars 
legal immigrants from receiv- 
ing many federal welfare be- 
nefits. 

Both the lawmakers re- 
fused to sign the original 
Contract With American be- 
cause of the immigration pro- 
visions. 

“The bill is fatally flawed 
because it’s targetting a 
group of people based on 
nationality,” Mr. Diaz-Balart 
said. 

For their part, Democrats 
appear to be rallying around 
an alternative Georgian 
Nathan Deal plans to offer on 
the floor. 

Unlike the Republicans, 
the Deal bifl would keep the 
federal entitlement status of 
welfare — meaning indi- 
viduals who met set guide- 
lines would automatically 
quality for aid. 

Die Deal bill would re- 
quire welfare recipients to 
work after two years, 
toughen child support en- 
forcement laws, require teen 
parents to live in a supervised 
setting to receive aid and cuts 
$20 bfllion over five years. 

President Bill Clinton chal- 
lenged Republicans Saturday 
to stop viewing government 
the root of au problems 


as 


and work with him on a 
nationwide programme to 
crack down on “deadbeat" 
parents who do not care for 
their children. 

Mr. Clinton rejected both 
the “old Washington view 
that big, bureaucratic, one- 
size-fits-all government can 
provide big solutions to 
America’s big problems” and 
the “new extreme view that 
government is the source of 
ail our problems, and if we 
just get rid of it, every prob- 
-.fetn. would go away as well.” 
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Queen 

Elizabeth 


amves 
in South 
Africa 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Bri- 
tain’s Queen Elizabeth ar- 
rived Sunday in Cape Town, 
where she celebrated her 21st 
birthday in 1947, for a five- 
day state visit following 
South Africa's emergence 
from the shadow of apar- 
theid. 

The queen, the first British 
monarch to visit South Africa 
in 48 years, arrived to a low- 
key welcome at Cape Town's 
windswept D.F. Malan Air- 
port shortly before 11:30 
a.m.(0930 GMT). 

Dressed in a grey suit with 
black gloves and shoes, the 
queen was met by Deputy 
President Thabo Mbelri ana 
his wife, Zanele. 

She was handed a posy of 
peach-coloured roses by 
three-year-old Zanele 

The queen, who is visiting 
in her dual capacity as British 
head of state and as head of 
the Commonwealth, which 
South Africa rejoined last 
year, will be welcomed offi- 
cially by President Nelson 
Mandela Monday, when her 
formal visit starts. 


California landing caps 


longest shuttle mission 


CAPE CANAVERAL (R) 
— Dismal weather forced 
seven astronauts to make a 
detour to California Saturday 
after postponing their sche- 
duled landing in Florida and 
establishing a record time of 
nearly 17 days in space. 

Chased from the Kennedy 
Space Centre by thunder- 
storms for the second day in a 
row. Endeavour swooped out 
of mostly sunny skies to 
touch down on a breeze- 
swept runway at Edwards Air 
Force Base at 1:47 p.m. PST 
(2147 GMT). The shuttle 
landed in the Mojave Desert, 
some 3,000 miles (4,800 km) 
west of where ground crews 
had planned to receive it and 
its crew at the condnsion of a 
marathon science journey. 

’'Welcome home En- 
deavour, after a fantastic 
record-setting mission, it will 
be a tough one to beat and it 
sure is nice to have y'aH 
home,” shuttle communica- 
tor Curt Brown radioed the 
crew from Mission Control in 
Houston, Texas. 

“It’s nice to be here. 
Curt,” shuttle Commander 
Steve Oswaled radioed back 
from the cockpit. 

The landing capped a Sight 
of in-depth astrophysics re- 
search with the Astro 
Observatory, a S195 million 
suite of three ultraviolet tele- 
scopes tucked in the shuttle 
cargo bay. Endeavour spent 
16 days, 15 hours and eight 


minutes aloft and circled the 
planet 263 times during the 
mission, travelling 6.9 million 
miles (11.1 million km). 

The longest of all 68 shuttle 
missions was to have con- 
cluded Friday, but foul 
weather kept the crew of five 
men and two women in Earth 
orbit an extra day. The post- 
ponement pushed the flight 
well beyond the previous, 
duration record of 14 days, 17 
hours and 55 minutes. 


Soon after touchdown, 
ground crews helped the 
astronauts ont of the cockpit 
and began preparing the 
shuttle for transport back to 
Florida in about a week. En- 
deavour’s cross-country trip 
atop a Jump Jet will cost as 
modi as $3 million, according 
to National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA) officials^ 


NASA spokesman Rob 
Navias said tunderstorms sur- 
rounding the Kennedy Space 
Centre for the second day in 
a row posed “too much of an 
obstacle” for the returning 
astronauts. 

Even with the switch of 
landing sites, weather re- 
mained a concern. Dust- 
devils danced at (me end of 
die Edwards runway, shown 
in television views. Mr. 
Navias said the winds were “a 
bit gusty, somewhat brisk, 
but well within the limits” of 
safety for the crew. 


Japan 

satellites 


operate 
normally 
after lift-off 


TOKYO (R) — Two 
Japanese satellites, launched 
by the home-grown H2 rock- 
et Saturday, continued to 
operate normally Sunday, 
Japan’s space agency said. 

“Die satellites have been 
operating normally as sche- 
duled,” National Space De- 
velopment Agency (NAS- 
DA) spokeswoman Ralsumi 
Watanabe said. 


On Saturday, the all- 
Japanese rocket went up 
from the Tanegashima Space 
Centre on the southwestern 
tip of Japan's main islands 
with experimental and weath- 
er satellites. 

The four-tonne scientific 
satellite known as the Space 
Flyer Unit (SFTJ), currently 
in preixmmary orbit, was ex- 
pected to settle in orbit 500 
kilometres above the Earth 
Tuesday, Ms. Watanabe said. 

After several months of 
scientific experiments, the 
satellite wffl be retrieved by 
the U.S. space shuttle En- 
deavour scheduled to be 
launched in November. 


The Geostationary 
Meteorological Satellite No. 
5 (GMS-5), die other satellite 
launched Saturday by the H2, 
was designed to replace the 


No. 4 Meteorological Satel- 
lite. 

The 746 kilogramme 
weather satellite is expected 
to settle in geostationary 
orbit 36,000 kilometres above 
the equator in mid- June. Mr. 
Watanabe said. 

The H2 was made using 
only domestic technology. 
Japan’s previous launcher, 
the HI, was based on U.S. 
technology loaned on condi- 
tion it was not used for com- 
mercial launches. 

Die alKJapanese satellite 
launcher made its maiden 
launch in February, 1994, 
two years behind schedule. 

Japan has so far launched a 
total of 27 rockets into space 
since 1975, and none of them 
failed although several satel- 
lites, failed to make orbit; Ms 
Watanabe said. 


Despite the successful 
launching of its home-grown 
rocket, Japan would not be 
able to capture a share of the 
lucrative world satellite trade 
mainly because of high costs 
coupled with the strong yen, 
she said. 

“If s still very difficult to 
cany out commercial laun- 
ches. We must first bring 
down launch costs,” she said. 

She said the appreciation 
of the yen against foreign 
currencies would make Japan 
less competitive. 


Bhutto seeks U.S. favour as a moderate 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhnt- 
to is portraying herself as a 
champion of moderate Islam 
and free markets to win 
American sympathy ahead of 
her visit to the United States 
next month. 

“Because we are a voice 
for moderation, a voice for 
markets, not militancy, we 
are not liked by these who 
preach militancy,” she told 
Reuters in an interview 
Saturday. 

“That is why we think it is 
important for the United 
States to strengthen and sup- 
port Pakistan in the fight for 
global values, such as the 
fight against terrorism, ex- 
tremism, militancy and 
narcotics,” she said. 


Ms. Bhutto, 41, will plag 


host to U.S. President 
Clinton’s wife, Hillary, when 
the American first lady visits 
Pakistan next week. 

The prime minister, beset 
by economic and political 
troubles at home, is due in 
Washington in the first week 
of April. 

This month’s killings of 
WO U.S. consulate workers 
in Karachi and last month's 
trial but eventual acquittal of 
two Pakistani Christians sent- 
enced to hang for blasphemy 
against Islam have clouded 
the two high-profile visits. 


Ms. Bhutto, eager to 
wrench the focus back to the 
improving of economic and 
political ties between the Un- 
ited States and Pakistan, pro- 
jected her own image as a 
bulwark against radical Islam 
m emotive terms playing on 
generalised Western fears of 
fundamentalism . 

Her approach, while. wV. 


“The message that I’m 
going to be taking to the 
United States is that Pakistan 
has long been an ally. We 
were together in the fight 
against communism. 
Together we have taken part 

tions,” M^Bhm^LT^ 3 

Her message is also “that 
Pakistan-U.S. ties have 
broadened” with over $4 tril- 
lion in promised energy in- 
vestment and “that Pakistan 
is a modern, moderate Mus- 
lim country.” 

Washington, which funnel- 
led weapons and money to 
Pakistan for anti-Soviet 
Afghan Islamic guerrillas in 
the 1980s, abruptly cut off aid 
in 1990 on suspicion that its 
erstwhile ally was building 
midear bombs to rival India’s 
nuclear programme. 

The Clinton administration 
now says the ban. which stop- 
ped delivery of F-16 fighters 
already paid for by Pakistan, 
has not achieved its non- 
proliferation goal and is 
counter-productive. 

Ms. Bhutto said it was time 
to settle the dispute, again 
summoning the spectre 
“militancy” to argne 
case. 

“I feel that the situation is 
complicated,” she said, “be- 
cause Pakistan has paid for 
$1.2 billion worth of military 
equipment and we have 
neither received the equip- 
ment nor onr money back. 

“I fear that this is fuelling 
militancy in the country and I 
would like to focus U.S. 
attention on this so rtint we 
can find ways to resolve 
issues which undermine the 
forces of moderation in our 
country." 

Ms. Bhutto, ham mering 


dited to the United States 
from Pakistan last month. 

She said the attempt on her 
life, unreported at the time, 
came to light only after die 
extradition of Mr. Yousef, 
wanted in the United States 
for allegedly organising the 
1993 bombing of the World 
Trade Centre in New York. 

Ms. Bhutto said the alleged 
attack, aborted by Mr. 
Yousef when “one of toe 
gadgets went off, wounding 
him,” was aimed at prevent- 
ing her from winning the 
October, 1993, elections. 


“Extremist groups,” die 
said, “saw that if the Pakistan 


People's Party were elected, 
with its agenda of moderation 
and modernisation, Pakistan 
would no longer be a safe 
haven." 


of 

ber 


Bhutto's critics say she is 
using her past struggle 
against the dictatorship of the 
late ruler General Moham- 
mad Zia-IH-Haq to mask the 
failings of ber 16-month-old 
government, which has yet to 
remove much of Gen. Zia’s 
anti-democratic legacy. 

“The Hudood (Islamic 
punishment) ordinances are 
still with us, the blasphemy 
laws are still here," wrote 
Eqbal Ahmad, a U.S.-based 
columnist for Karachi’s 
Dawn newspaper. 


“Above all, the law and 
order environment has de- 
teriorated beyond telling, 
and the structure of the state 
appears feeble to the point 
that a microscopic minority 
of criminal mafia and secta- 
rian groupings hold the coun- 
try hostage to their greed and 
hatred,” Mr. Eqbal said in 
Sunday’s editions. 

Mainnitiil- tf- 


Ms. Bhutto ruled out any 
redeployment of the army in 
the turbulent Pakistani com- 
mercial capital, contrary to 
earlier reports and specula- 
tion that military troops 
could be deployed to restore 
law and order. 

In the first of a series of 
administrative changes ex- 
pected through the week, 
Ms. Bhutto rave additional 
powers to 15.000 par amilitar y 
troops deployed m die city to 
cany out raids, investigations 
and arrests. 

Paramilitary troops are 
commanded by army officers. 

More than 600 people have 
been arrested this past week, 
as the death tofi for the 
month rose to more than one 
hundred. Police and para- 
military troops conducted a 
night-long operation a gainst 
terrorists in die city’s eastern 
area of Shah Faisal Colony, 
officials said Sunday, but any 
further arrests were not re- 
ported. 

Ms. Bhutto's decision to 
grant die extra powers was 
immediately denounced by 
the city’s main opposition 
group, the ethnic-based 
Mabajir Qaumi Movement 
(MQM). 

"The powers given to (pa- 
ramilitary) Rangers will not 
solve the problem. They will 
do what they have been doing 
in die past. This crackdown is 
against us and will not pro- 
duce any results,” said a 
spokesman for the main- 
stream MQM, headed by 
setf-exfled leader AJtaf Hus- 
sain. 

Die vival MQM Haqiqi 
faction also denounced the 
crackdown, charging the 
police and paramilit BI-V 


Former top 
dancer named 
Boshoi director 





MOSCOW (AFP) — Fonnej W ^ 
top dancer Vladimir Vai'--' ' 

liyev, 54, was named ne* 

artistic director of the Bo]- v --' : 
shoi Theatre Saturday by \ 
Russian Prime Minister Vfc ; ' 
tor Chernomyrdin, th. ' 
ITAR-TASS news agency - - ' " 
said. Die appointment comes ■? .' i 
after Russian President Bon : ; v . 

Yeltsin Friday sacked fimner -i- ' 

Director Vladimir Kokonmj • ’ - 

week after the Bolshoi casfs "• V 

refusal to perform in a pro. 

dnetion of Romeo And 

Juliet. Mr. Kokonin, accont 

ing to a decree signed by Mr . ' ’ • 

Yeltsin, had been “transfer* ; ' - 

red to another post,” which .r- * • 

was not specified. Discoid - : *’ 

between Mr. Kokonin and 

his artistic director, the chief >- ' 

choreographer Yuri Grigor. 

ovich, led to the latter’s ,'v-' T- - 

acrimonious departure last ■: ' i .. 

week. He had led the world 

famous ballet since 1964. Thg » v ’ 

same year, Mr. Vasili yev was 

voted the world’s top ballet ' » 

dancer by the Paris Academy vi m 

of Dance, after his perfontt. W r 
ance in the lead role in the . - ; • 

Bolshoi’s prodnetions of v_ - .* ; v: 
Spartacus, the Nutcracker ' 

Suite, Don Quixote and : 'V-. 5. : 
Gisele. ! ■ : '■ 
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Lagerfeld seeks 
world ban on film 
“Ready-To-Wear 1 
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PARIS (AFP) — German ^ " 
fashion designer Kali Lager- ■ •- 

fold said Saturday that be J 
would seek a worldwide ban - 

on the film Ready To Wear, 'J : : 
which he succeeded in having : ’ -y • - 
barred from theatres in Ger- ;T 
many for allegedly defaming i- : - ; .. 1 ‘ ^ 

him. In the film, a satire of p-” : ; 
the world of high fashion by ' . .. ‘'I .. 

U.S. director Robert Alt- ' 
man, the Paris-based Lager- 
feld is described in one scene 
as a “thief,” or a plagiarist, of 
others’ fashion ideas. Lager- 
feld, who works for the 
Chanel fashion house, 
obtained a restraining order 
in Hamburg Friday prevent- u, . r -* * 

ing the film from being distri- jiff n 1 K I 

buted in Germany unless the ' 
derogatory reference to him . - . _ 

is removed. ‘Tm delighted kri llPVnKf 
with the decision by the 
Hamburg court,” be told -. r 
AFP Saturday. Lagerfeld^ : 
said he now planned to seek i'j 
Court orders barring the film r ~- 
from theatres “in the whole 1 ~ 
world" and to “directly 
attack Robert Altman” over 
the issue. Lagerfeld has 
already attempted to have 
the fihn banned in France, 
where it has already opened 
in theatres, but his request 
was rejected by judicial au- 
thorities. He said he would 
again attempt to prevent die 
film being shown in the coun- 
try. 
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84% of French 
‘fulfilled’-— poll 


PARIS (AFP) — More than 
eight out of 10 French people 
enjoy or claimed to have 
enjoyed a fulfilling sex life, a 
poll published in a French 
Sunday newspaper says. Hie 
EFOP poll for Journal Du 
Diman che shows that 84 per 
cent of French people feel 
they have, or have had, a 
fulfilled sex fife. Forty per 
cent boast that they have, or 
have had, a “totally” fulfilled 
sex life, with 44 per cent 
claiming to have a “fairly’ 1 
fulfilled time. However, 14 
per cent of people admit to 


'ftr 
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:.{ 


not having a’ wonderful time 


s Shai 




in bed. But when it comes to 1 
sex itself, the French art 
shown to be generally con; 
servative. On the question • 

“Are you open to new sexual 
experiences,” 59 per cent 
said: “No, not at all.” For 
nearly one-third of respoo 1 
dents, the answer was a mort •*/?? _ % *’ r r 
adventurous “yes, why notT*! v. '' * 
The survey of 1,002 people 
aged 15 and over was carried ‘ J - 
out on March 16 and 17. 
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Firefighters 
called out on 
dream’ fire 


a dream about a house 00 c ..._ 

that was so vivid it had to 
real. Die fire trucks raced tfi 


r -4Ki 
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the approximate location de'-^L'i 



scribed 
found 
spokesman 

the call was r .. 

of a vivid dream from a 8^ v to 
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ARGUN, Russia (AFP) — 
‘Russian troops near Argun 
-are gearing up for the deci- 
. ave battle for the town, one 
of the bastions of the separat- 
- ist Chechen forces. 

The town has been heavily 
r shelled, by Russian artillery 
;for the past few days and 
bombed from the air. The 
^only vehicles now using the 
!mam road are Russian tanks 
Tcoming from Grozny, the 
Chechen capital seized by 

• Moscow's forces at the end of 

• February. 

- Journalists are seldom 
-allowed into tank convoys to 
.help compile reports. This 
•AFP correspondent joined a 

• unit but heard several times it 
iwoold be “the last time.” The 
atmosphere here is tense, 
"conversations kept short. 

The tanks crossed numer- 
ic us road-blocks where troops 
tfrom Russia’s Interior Minis- 
■try (OMON) carefully con- 


trol all comings and goings. 

Soldiers are searched on 
their return from the Argun 
front “to make sure they 
haven’t brought back any- 
thing that does not belong to 
them,” said Ivan Konkov, an 
officer, at a road-block five 
kilometres from Grozny. 

“The troops are regularly 
fed, they're given not only 
food but also drinking water 
which is supplied from out- 
side Chechen ya,” he added. 

The tank stopped at a base 
from where trie Russians 
were shelling Argun. The 
guns of ten partially-hidden 
tanks pointed toward the 
town, firing salvoes at a regu- 
lar rate. 

Camouflaged tents had 
been erected in a nearby 
wood from where plumes of 
smoke emerged from 
makeshift stoves set up here 
and there. 

Meanwhile a Russian milit- 
ary helicopter has crashed in 


the mountains of southern 
Checfaenya. killing all three 
crewmembers, the ITAR- 
TASS agency reported Sun- 
day, citing a Russian military 
source. 

The chopper came down in 
thick fog, the source said, 
without saying when the 
crash had happened. 

Russian helicopters have in 
recent weeks been bombing 
the mountains in the south of 
the breakaway Caucasus re- 
public, where Chechen separ- 
atists have been setting up 
bases for a protracted guerilla 
war against Russian troops 
who intervened on Dec. 11 to 
crush a three-year-old bid for 
independence. 

The separatists are still 
holding a handful of small 
towns south of the capital 
Grozny, but most observers 
believe it is only a matter of 
time before they retreat to 
foe hills. 


^Finnish opposition confident of poll win 


•HELSINKI (R) — Finns 
Voted Sunday in an election 
likely to catapult opposition 
Social Democrats (SDP) into 
power after four years of 
economic turmoil. 

SDP Chairman Paavo Lip- 
ponen, tipped to be the next 
prime minister, appeared 
confident and relaxed when 
he cast his ballot early in the 
•day in a working-class Hel- 
sinki district. 

: ‘T think it is going to go 
•pretty well for us. I feel it, 
having met people," SB-year- 
old Lipponen told Reuters. 

His party, in opposition 
^taring Finland's deepest 
peacetime slump since inde- 
pendence from Russia in 
1917, has pledged to do more 
to cot a jobless rate of almost 
20 per cent 

I “We’ve got poverty in the 
big cities now, big problems 
in big cities, that’s something 
new in Finland,” Mr. lip- 


ponen said. 

The centre-right govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Esko 
Aho outraged many voters by 
raising taxes and cutting 
spending to try to control 
mounting state debt. 

In the election, voters are 
choosing between eighteen 
political parties and 2,083 
candidates who competed for 
the 200 seats in the F innish 
parliament, the Eduskunta. 

About 3,700 polling sta- 
tions around the vast country 
of five million opened at 9 
a.m. (0700 GMT) and dosed 
at 8 p.m. (1800 GMT). 

Finns have the chance to 
achieve a world first by vot- 
ing into office a parliament in 
which women outnumber 
men. A women's group is 
aiming to get 101 women 
elected, from the present 77. 

The Last opinion poll, pub- 
lished Friday, said the SDP 


would become the biggest 
party with 27.4 per cent of 
file vote compared with 22.1 
per cent in the 1991 election. 
The SDP was last in power 
between 1987 and 1991. 

Its two main rivals, Mr. 
Abo's agrarian-based Centre 
Party and the Conservative 
Party, each scored 17.6 per 
cent in the survey, down from 
file 1991 election result. 

The SDP is expected to 
form a coalition government 
with one of these two parties, 
both currently in govern- 
ment. It may take weeks of 
tough bargaining between the 
parties before President 
Martti Ahtisaari can appoint 
a new government. 

“A quick formation of gov- 
ernment is preferable and it 
won't be a surprise if the 
president fires the starting 
shot as early as Monday,” the 
daily Hufvudstadsbladet said 
Sunday. 


Crisis in Ukraine’s Crimea goes off the 
boil as Meshkov heads for . Moscow 


.SIMFEROPOL, Ukraine 
(AFP) — A crisis over Cri- 
mean demands for indepen- 
dence from Ukraine went 
off the boil here Sunday as 
Crimean President Yuri 
Meshkov prepared to bring 
to Moscow his case for closer 
ties with Russia. 

Both Ukrainian and Cri- 
mean officials said that the 
situation in this Crimean 
capital was quiet Sunday, and 
denied earlier weekend re- 
ports that Ukrainian forces 
had cordoned off the Cri- 
mean parliament. 

“Everything is calm," a 
Crimean parliament official, 
Rima Lebedeva, said. The 
chairman of Crimean televi- 
sion, Valery Astakhov, said a 
small group of about 20 peo- 
ple was demonstrating unhin- 
dered outside the parliament, 
building. 

Ukrainian officials also de- 
nied reports that the Ukrai- 
nian government had sent 20 
armoured vehicles and back- 
up troops to Simferopol. 

The Ukrainian Interior 
Ministry official in charge of 
Crimea, General Vitaly 
Kirichenko told AFP: “There 
are no armoured vehicles 


moving in the peninsula, par- 
ticularly nor towards Simfer- 
opol.” ■ ■ Y-- 

There has been .“no rein- 
forcement of patrols in the 
streets of Simferopol and 
there is no question of impos- 
ing a curfew," he added. 
Independent eye-witness re- 
ports confirmed his remarks. 

Gen. Kirichenko attri- 
buted the rumours of military 
intervention to “those who 
have an interest in destabilis- 
ing the situation." 

The Ukrainian authorities 
maintained that they had de- 
spatched the deputy interior 
minister, Valeri Chemikov, 
to Simferopol with 200 spe- 
cial troops not to intimidate 
the Crimean parliament but 
to step up the fight against 
crime. 

This justification has reso- 
nance in Crimea because 
most of the peninsula's 
citizens believe the district is 
controlled by the mafia, 
according to a poll published 
here in January. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Meshkov 
announced plans to visit Mos- 
cow Monday in an apparent 
bid to muster Russia’s support 
for Crimean independence 
from Ukraine, the news 


agenqy. Interfax. said._ . .. 
.. He was, armed .with a. Re- 
solution, passed^by nhe Cri- 
mean parliament Saturday, 
calling on Russia to refuse to 
sign any treaty with Ukraine 
“that does not take into 
account the interests of 
Crimea and its citizens.” 

This was an attempt to 
exploit a draft friendship and 
cooperation treaty between 
Russia and Ukraine. The 
treaty is expected to be 
signed soon by Mr. Kuchma 
and Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

The Russian authorities 
have so far held aloof from 
the dispute, calling it a 
domestic Ukrainian affair. 

The reports of Ukrainian 
military intervention came af- 
ter deputies of Crimea in 
emergency session had 
threatened Saturday to orga- 
nise a referendum on declar- 
ing independence. 

It was the latest move in a 
long-running power struggle 
between Kiev and Crimea, an 
autonomous region on the 
southern fringes of Ukraine 
which has a majority 
Russian-speaking population 
seeking closer ties with Mos- 
cow. 


U.K. calls 
for new 
European 
defence 
structure 


CARCASSONE, France (R) 
— Britain called Sunday for a 
European defence structure, 
formally outside the Euro- 
pean Union with NATO re- 
maining the keystone to the 
continent's security. 

Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd outlined London’s 
ideas for a more European 
element to defence at an in- 
formal meeting of EU foreign 
ministers in the southern 
French city of Carcassonne. 

Hie plan, which has been 
touted for some weeks, will 
be Britain's approach to de- 
fence when tne question is 
raised in next year’s review 
by the EU of its institutions 
and structure. 

“I would guess that the 
(review’s) results... would 
not be very far from this," 
Mr. Hurd told reporters. 

Reflecting Britain's reluct- 
ance to go much further in 
European Union integration, 
London’s proposal envisages 
joint defence controlled by 
an organisation that runs pa- 
rallel to the EU but not wi th- 
in it. 

The plan would use the 
Western European Union 
(WEU), an existing but 
essentially inactive European 
defence structure, to coordin- 
ate joint European actions in 
such areas as peacekeeping, 
and providing humanitarian 
relief. 

Other defence issues, such 
as wars, would be bandied by 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, which includes 
non-European countries 
Canada and the United 
States. 

“NATO is the bedrock of 
our defence and security,” A 
British position paper said. 

Britain also wants the lead- 
ers of the 10 WEU member- 
nations, all of which are in 
file EU, its three associate 
members and five observer 
countries to hold regular 
summits after EU summits, 
which Jake J>lape every sjx 
months. , r . 

; TuriceyT^celand 7 and" Nor- 
way are WEU associates. EU 
members Denmark, Ireland, 
Finland, Sweden and Austria 
are the observers. 

From London’s point of 
view, the separate summits 
would allow for defence 
cooperation between govern- 
ments without directly in- 
volving the EU. 

Mr. Hurd said a few coun- 
tries had comments on the 
proposal and that it had been 
well received. He said it 
would be discussed in more 
depth at a WEU ministerial 
meeting in Lisbon in May. 

Most EU countries want a 
future joint defence policy to 
be conducted by member 
states and not to involve EU 
institutions such as the Euro- 
pean Commission or the 
European Parliament. 

It is not clear, however, 
how many would be happy to 
see defence policy conducted 
outside the EU. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel, for example, 
told reporters he did not see 
any reason to create a second 
chain of command in the 
European defence field. 


Burma’s Shan rebels step up guerrilla attacks 


MAE SAI, Thailand (Agen- 
cies) — Guerrillas loyal to 
Burma's opium warlord 
Khun Sa ambushed a Bur- 
mese army unit on the out- 
skirts of a northeastern town 
as government troops con- 
tinued an offensive against 
the separatist rebels, guerril- 
las said Sunday. 

• Twenty fighters from Khun 
Sa's Mong Tai Army (MTA) 
attacked and destroyed a 
Burmese army truck on the 
outskirts of Tachilek, a bust- 
ling border trading town 
opposite the Thai town of 
Mae Sai, late Saturday after- 
noon. 

Guerrilla officials, speak- 
ing on the border, said the 
truck was completely des- 
troyed when it was hit with a 
rocket-propelled grenade just 
outside Tachilek’s Airfield. 

- The guerrillas fought a 
brief baffle with government 
troops stationed at the air- 
field before withdrawing into 
nearby forest, the officials 
said. 

1 “We want to destroy the 
new weapons and ammuni- 
tion supplies they're bringing 
in," a guerrilla source told 

^ Reuters. 

1 r Burmese army casualties in 
the ambush were not yet 
known while no guerrillas 
were killed or injured, they 
said. 

Thai officials stationed on 
tile border said Sunday there 

■ were as yet no plans to close 
tiie frontier to the hundreds 


of tourists, both Thai and 
foreign, who cross into 
Tachilek every day. 

Burmese government 
forces began a push against a 
guerrilla Base area in moun- 
tains 25 titanetres west of 
Tachilek last week. 

Clashes, at times heavy, 
have continued since then 
and the guerrillas said hun- 
dreds of government rein- 
forcements were Sunday 
moving into the area. 

While MTA fighters and 
government forces are locked 
in battle in the mountains of 
southeastern Shan state, un- 
its of guerrillas have infil- 
trated into government-held 
lowland areas to harass Bur- 
mese forces, the guerrillas 
said. 

The MTA blown up two 
bridges on the main road 
linking Tachilek: with central 
Burma and southern China, 
one on Friday and another, 
just to the east of the town of 
Kengtung, early Saturday, 
guerrilla officials said. 

They detonated a large 
bomb killing several govern- 
ment troops on another road 
Thursday, they said. 

Twenty MTA fighters have 
been killed since the offen- 
sive began while more than 
70 government troops have 
been killed, the guerrillas 
said. 

The guerrillas say Burmese 
forces are trying to dear 
them from the economically 
important eastern section of 


Shan state. 

Tachilek lies at the centre 
of a planned economic de- 
velopment zone known as the 
Growth Quadrangle linking 
booming Thailand and south- 
ern China with resource-rich 
Burma and Laos. 

MTA Commander Khun 
Sa says be is a Shan national- 
ist fighting for fire independ- 
ence of Shan state. Burma’s 
nriiitaiy government says he 
is a drag-trading bandit who 
must be destroyed. 

Khun Sa, who says he only 
taxes opium traders in his 
area of control in the opium- 
growing Golden Triangle re- 
gion, has been indicted in the 
United States on narcotics- 
traffickmg charges. 

Meanwhile, Bo Mya, the 
dominant military figure in 
Burma's Karen rebel move- 
ment for roughly three de- 
cades, has transferred control 
over military forces to one of 
his assistants, an offidal 
statement said Sunday. 

General Tamla Baw has 
prompted to commander-in- 
chief of the Karen National 
Union's (KNU) Liberation 
Army, or KNLA, after a 
nine-day emergency meeting 
of 44 of the insurgency's 
senior officials, according to 
a KNU statement obtained 
here. 

Gen. Bo Mya, 68, would 
officially retain his post as 
KNU President and remain 
the primary leader of the 
movement, a KNU official 


told AFP Sunday. 

The decision followed two 
stinging defeats for the KNU 
at the hands of the Rangoon 
junta and mounting demands 
by the insurgency’s younger 
members to restructure or 
replace the leadership. 

Rangoon soldiers, led by 
Karen defectors, stormed the 
KNU headquarters of Maner 
plaw in late January and, two 
weeks later, took the last 
major Karen stronghold in 
Buraia, the Kawmoora camp 
which was once Bo Mya’s 
personal base of operations. 

With the movement in 
apparent disarray, the KNlTs 
central committee convened 
an emergency meeting at an 
undisclosed location on 
March 7. One offidal said 
Sunday that the committee 
would likely meet again 
“within a month.” 

Also appointed at the first 
emergency session was 
Arthur Shwe, most recently 
the spokesman for the KNU, 
to the post of foreign affairs 
minister, the statement said. 

More changes were ex- 
pected, as an “organising de- 
partment” headed by the 
KNU’s justice minister was to 
address “the defects and 
weaknesses within the 
KNU,” the statement added. 

KNU officials Sunday were 
quick to label the changes as 
minor, saying that Bo Mya’s 
transfer of military power 
was not likely to result in any 
alteration of strategy. 


Serb forces break through 
Bosnian army lines in Bihac 


SARAJEVO (Agendes) — 
Serb and Serb-backed Mus- 
lim rebels have broken 
through Bosnian government 
lines m the northwest Bihac 
enclave, the U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) 
spokesman said here Sunday, 
citing initial reports. 

The reports suggested that 
breakaway Croatian Serbs 
and their Muslim rebel allies 
“may have made some gains" 
to fiw east ofVelika Kladusa, 
in the north of thepocket, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary Co- 
ward said. 

Bosnian radio-television 
has spoken of strong enemy 
artillery and infantry attacks 
in the area Saturday after- 
noon. 

On Saturday morning, 
UNPROFOR reported that 
Serb coalition forces had 
been seen moving trucks and 
personnel north from Mala 
Kladusa towards Velika Kla- 
dusa. 

Some 372 detonations — 
U.N. terminology for mortar 
and artillery fire — were re- 
ported in the Velika Kladusa 
area Saturday. Some 60 more 
detonations were reported 
there Sunday morning. 

The Bosnian government 
has repeatedly warned it 
would nave to break off the 
four-month trace, which nms 
out at the end of next month, 
if its forces in Bihac came 
under intolerable pressure. 

Meanwhile three-MusIim 
Bosnian army soldiers in the 
government-held Bihac en- 
clave have been arrested on 
suspicion of murdering a Bos- 
nian Croat army officer who 


appeared 
week ago. 

A military court judge 
ordered the arrests Wednes- 
day, according to the evening 
news bulletin on TV BIH in 
Sarajevo. 

The officer. General Vlado 
Santic, commanded fire en- 
clave’s HVO forces, the Bos- 
nian Croat paramilitary allied 
to Bosnian army troops 
which is battling rebel Mus- 
lims backed by Serbs from 
neighbouring Croatia. 

The three detainees, 
named as Ramiz Bajramovic, 
Jasmin Topal, and Ramiz 
Rnznic, were ordered held 
for 30 days while a military 
court investigated the case, 
the television report said. 

The general's disappear- 
ance, initially - reported by 
Croatian media on March 9, 
has strained relations be- 
tween the mainly Muslim 
Bosnian authorities and the 
Bosnian Croats. 

For most of 1993, govern- 
ment Muslim forces and Bos- 
nian Croats in central Bosnia 
fought a bloody war. Now, 
the two are allied in a loose 
federation that has never jel- 
led. 

In besieged Bihac. though, 
relations between the HVO 
and file Bosnian army 5th 
Corps remained generally 
cordial. 

Bosnian Croat and Croa- 
tian regular forces have en- 
breakaway Croatian 
fences in an artillery 
dnel in southwest Bosnia, 
U.N. Protection Force 
spokesman Major Herve 
Gourmelon said Sunday. 


This was the first report of 
such action near the Croatian 
coast in several weeks. 

Bosnian Croat HVO and 
Croatian HV forces fired 
some 25 mortar and artillery 
shells at positions held by 
breakaway RSK Krajina 
Serbs in the Livaqjsko Polje 
Valley, northwest of Livno, 
on Saturday. 

The RSK forces fired back 
some 30 shells. 

A Russian U.N. military 
observer has been arrested by 
Bosnian Serbs at a check- 
point outside Sarajevo, UN- 
PROFOR spokesman Alex- 
ander Ivanko said in Sarajevo 
Sunday. 

Major Alexei Nikotyenko, 
32, was taken from a U.N. 
vehicle in which he was 
travelling to Tuzla, central 
Bosnia, in the company of a 
Norwegian military observer. 
The Norwegian and the car 
were released. 

The Serbs were reported to 
have said they had “good 
reasons to detain him.” 

The incident occurred 
Saturday at the “Siena 3” 
Serb checkpoint, leading out 
of town, but this did not 
appear to be a local initiative, 
informed sources suggested. 

Maj. Nikolyenko was held 
overnight at Ihdza Police Sta- 
tion, just outside Sarajevo 
and negotiations were under- 
way Sunday in a bid to have 
him released. 

UNPROFOR has issued a 
“strong protest” in connec- 
tion noth his detention. 

Maj. Nikolyneko, one of 9 
Russian military observers 
deployed in Bosnia, carried a 


diplomatic passport and was 
not armed. He bad been 
based in Tuzla since Nov. 9. 

U.N. officers said Sunday 
that NATO aircraft flying 
over Sarajevo were on a 
training mission, not re- 
sponding to a Serb attack on 
a private convoy west of the 
besieged capital. 

U.N. peacekeepers bad re- 
ported that the united Na- 
tions had requested NATO 
warplanes to make a show of 
force against Serb units firing 
at trucks using a mountain 
road into the city. 

Col. Coward later denied 
that U.N. report. "The addi- 
tional aircraft over Sarajevo 
today were here on training 
flights,” be said. 

"We have categorically not 
requested additional air pre- 
sence over the area as a 
deterrent today." 

The roar of NATO jets 
reverberated across Sarajevo 
on a clear, cool Snnday 
morning. Many residents 
lifted their eyes to the sky to 
see what the fuss was about, 
two and a half months into a 
ceasefire that covers most of 
Bosnia. 

A convoy heading down 
the Mount Igman route came 
under fire Saturday from a 
Serb-held suburb, forcing a 
track off the road and killing 
a driver, U.N. Major Pierre 
Chavancy said. 

Saturday night's attack 
marked the fourth time in a 
week that Bosnian Serb gun- 
ners had fired on private con- 
voys trying to make their way 
down the steep mountain 
road into Sarajevo. 


EU offers Russia long-term relationship 


CARCASSONNE, France 
(R) — European Union 
(EU) foreign ministers have 
offered Russia a long-term 
special relationship with the 
west if it overcomes prob- 
lems on Cbenenya and drops 
its objections to NATO’s ex- 
pansion. 

At informal talks in the 
southern French town of Cjar- 
xassonne^ the 15_EU mmis- 
”teis' agreed it was vital riot tb 
at isolate Russia^ de- 
spite Western disapproval of 
its military crackdown in the 
rebel Republic of 
Checbenya. 

They said the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) should in due 
course negotiate an agree- 
ment with Moscow that 
would create a special con- 
solation mechanism in crises, 
a regular political dialogue 
and a mutual non-agression 
pledge. 

“We should consider an 
agreement, treaty or charter 
between the Atlantic alliance 
and Russia in parallel with 
file enlargement of NATO to 
show Russia that we are not 
neglecting it,” French Fore- 
ign Minister Alain Jnppe 
said. 

The key condition was that 
President Boris Yeltsin drop 
his opposition to former War- 
saw Pact allies such as Po- 
land, Hungary, file Czech 
Republic and Slovakia join- 
ing the Western alliance. 

A British offidal stressed 
that there was no question of 
giving Russia a veto right 
over future European secur- 
ity arrangements. The agree- 
ment would be cased on the 
principle of. “no vetoes and 


no surprises,” he said. 

The ministers agreed that 
Moscow had not yet suffi- 
ciently changed its behaviour 
in Cbechenya to meet their 
conditions for signing an in- 
terim EU-Rossia trade agree- 
ment. 

Bat they noted progress 
towards accepting a perma- 
nent presence of the Orga- 
nisation for Security- - and 
Cooperation in Europe and 
the British official said 'he 
hoped enough progress 
would have been made by 
April 10 to allow EU minis- 
ters to sign the deal. 

The EU ministers, acting 
virtually as a European 
caucus within NATO, may 
face some reluctance from 
the United States to enter 
into any formal agreement 
with Moscow beyond a Part- 
nership For Peace agreement 
already negotiated. 

Russia refused last Decem- 
ber to sign that document 
until it received satisfactory 
clarification on NATO's ex- 
pansion plans. 

EU officials said some of 
the necessary assurances 
were contained in a recent 
letter from U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to Mr. Yeltsin 
stressing that NATO enlarge- 
ment was not aimed against 
Russia and would pose no 
threat to it. 

Bat a German official said: 
“However you phrase it, we 
are talking about moving the 
frontiers of NATO from one 
place to another, and that 
other place is right on Rus- 
sia’s western border. That is 
hard for them to swallow." 

Mr. Juppe said the EU had 
plenty of leverage, not only 


because its trade volume with 
Russia is three times the com- 
bined total of the United 
States, Japan and fliina, but 
also because Moscow wanted 
to join Western-dominated 
economic institutions. 

He said the EU agreed that 
Russia should eventually join 
file World Trade Organisa- 
-tion-, keep its seat at the 
political part of the animal 
Group of Seven industrial 
powers’ summit and be 
associated with negotiations 
on export controls for sensi- 
tive technologies. 

Diplomats said the prob- 
lem was balancing willingness 
to help Russia and recogni- 
tion of its fragile internal 
situation with demands for it 
to pursue reform policies, re- 
spect human rights and ease 
its behaviour in Checheuya. 

Mr. Jnppe pubhdy stressed 
the importance of Russia 
sticking to its election timet- 
able, an apparent reference 
to calls by some Yeltsin sup- 
porters to postpone next 
year’s presidential poll. 

European nations, hoping 
to stop the flames of ethnic 
conflict spreading across the 
continent, seal agreements 
this week intended to defuse 
potential disputes and pre- 
vent more Yugoslav-style 
wars. 

EU foreign ministers. 
Eastern Europe, the Baltic 
states and Russia meet Mon- 
day and Tuesday to sign a 
stability pact that deals with 
the rights of ethnic minorities 
and sensitive questions of 
national borders. 

The pact, initially prop- 
osed by France and backed 
by the EU, is supposed to 


make sure that former Soviet 
Bloc states which have a 
chance of joining Western 
institutions will resolve such 
problems long before they 
are admitted to NATO or the 
EU. 

While laying the ground- 
work for what is hoped will 
be a more stable Europe, it 
could also -give a badly- 
needed boost r to the prestige 
of French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur. 

Mr. Balladur, who laun- 
ched the stability pact at a 
conference last May, is trail- 
ing his chief rival, Jacques 
Chirac, in polls ahead of 
presidential elections to be 
held in April and May. 

More than 50 countries will 
be at the Paris meeting, 
which will include a joint 
political declaration pledging 
respect for borders and 
minorities, as Well as around 
80 separate bilateral and 
multilateral agreements on 
specific problems. 

Negotiated over the last 
year, these cover everything 
from border controls in the 
Baltics to the rights of the 
600,000 ethnic Hungarians in 
Slovakia. 

“The logic of the stability 
pact is mutual trust,” Ber- 
trand De Montferrand, di- 
plomatic adviser to the 
French Prime Minister, told 
reporters in Paris last week. 

Eastern European states, 
many of whom hope to join 
fiie EU by the year 2000, 
were initially suspicions of 
the idea and complained that 
they were being forced to go 
along with it as a precondi- 
tion for membership. 
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Building peace is a joint responsibility 

THE VERY fact that the Clinton administration 
devised and used a skillful manoeuvre to posh 
through the Senate a supplemental bin that 
would allow the write-off of up to $488 milliou of 
Jordan’s official debts to the U.S. is strongly 
indicative of Washington’s resolve to live up to 
the pledge it made to the Kingdom last year. 
Hopefully, the bill, worked out over the phone by 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher, 
who was then in the Middle East, and key 
Republican and Democrat senators last week, 
wiD survive in its entirety in the joint Senate- 
House of Representatives deliberations. Howev- 
er, if the net outcome is a halfway compromise 
between the two houses of the American legisla- 
ture, then the issue of debt write-off would 
continue to haunt us for some time. Even if the 
full measure as proposed in the bill were to be 
adopted by the Senate the actual write-off would 
come in two tranches and we would have to wait 
until 1996 before we are fully assured that the 
burden is behind ns. The Clinton administration 
is folly sympathetic to how Jordan feels about the 
whole thing, and we are hopeful that it would 
exert the necessary effort to ensure that the 
Kingdom is relieved of the debt burden once and 
for all and as soon as possible. 

However, the nutfor issue is still ahead of us. 
Jordanians, who were heartened to hear Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton tell Parliament on Od 26 that 
the U.S. was committed to Jordan’s economic 
and security needs, were dismayed that the 
administration was proposing only $43 milKo n in 
economic and military assistance to the Kingdom 
for fiscal 15196, a tiny fraction of the actual needs 
of Jordan. 

Jordan has a proven record of using resources 
and funds, local and foreign, to optimum benefit. 
Jordanian industries and infrastructure ascer- 
tain the Kingdom’s optimum utilisation of re- 
sources. 

Jordan’s courageous step of making peace with 
Israel has strengthened the U.S. objective of 
ensuring peace and stability in a region where it 
has vital economic and commercial Interests. 

The state of peace between Jordan and Israel 
allows the Kingdom to play a higher profile role 
in trying to narrow the gaps between other Arab 
parties and Israel. However, the Kingdom can- 
not do that while preoccupied with pressing 
economic and financial problems. 

Above everything rise is the reality that Jordan 
is not a newfound friend the U.S. Jorrianiqn- 
American relations go back several decades 
during which the Kingdom has proved to be one 
of the most stabilising factors in the Middle East. 

His Majesty King Hussein is due in Washing- 
ton next week for talks with President Clinton. 
No doubt the key topic for discussion would be 
the issue of Jordan’s economic and security 
needs. We understand that the domination of 
Congress by “fiscally conservative” Republicans 
is the main stumbling block in the Clinton 
administration’s quest to secure aid for Jordan 
and other Third World Nations. But then the 
White House has a multitude of options to secure 
aid for Jordan. And the United States has good 
reasons to do so that go beyond its responsibility 
to honour the pledges it made to the Kingdom. 
Building and protecting peace in the Middle East 
is a vital U.S. and international interest. 



AL RAT Arabic daily on Sunday dealt in its editorial with 
Bahraini Information Minister Tareq AI Mu'ayyad’s visit to 
Jordan. The newspaper said the visit demonstrates the 
depth of the brotherly Jordanian-Bahraini relations and 
stresses the two countries* keenness to achieve Arab' 
solidarity. It said the two countries base their stands on 
their comprehensive vision of the Arab status quo and the 
challenges facing the Arabs in all theiT countries. The 
Bahraini minister's meeting with His Majesty King Hussein 
and senior Jordanian officials emphasises that the common 
interests of Jordan and Bahrain are eventually the interests 
of all Arab countries and that any success achieved by 
Jordan in any field is a success for Bahrain and for all the 
Arabs just as any success achieved by any other Arab 
country is consequently a success for the whole Arab 
World, the newspaper added. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour. Taher Al Ad wan, on 
Sunday tackled the issue of Jordanian debts to the United 
States. He said writing the debts off has row become an 
issue of compromise between the two chambers of the 
American Congress, with the representatives wanting to 
write off *50 million and the Senate deciding to write off 
$275 million. The writer said no matter what a compromise 
the two chambers reach, the U-S. commitments to support- 
ing the peace process were greatly harmed since the 
credibility of the U.S. in carrying out commitments it 1 
pledged towards the peace process are at stake. He said the 
U.S. is not carrying out its role in the Middle East peace 
process. Washington's commitment to write off Jordanian 
debts was an encouraging indicator that the Clinton 
administration could play an economic role supporting the 
peace process, he said. He added that events taking place 
in the Congress and elsewhere in the world affirm that 
Washington is unable to honour all its commitments- I 
towards the Jordanians and the Palestinians. 


Human Rights File 


By Waleed Sa’di 


Animals have rights too 


THE OTHER day my little daughter, sensing that I keep 
on writing about human rights, asked me if animals also 
have rights. I was toothed by her concern , especially when 
riie decided to write about the subject herself as part of her 
homework. I encouraged her to speak oat her heart and 
mind on the subject although I warned her that many 
people would ridicule such an interest and show greater 
insensitivity towards it than she can imagine. Yet, I also 
added, that Islam is quite strong on animal rights contrary 
to the common view mid sentiment entertained by Muslims 
these days. 

This being the case, aD forms of cruelty to animals should 
be criminahred, if we wish to be faithful to our religious 
convictions. Oddly enough, Jordan has some legislation on 
this subject, basically reflected in the Penal Code. Artide 
472 stipulates that whoever leaves a domesticated animal 
without food or wantonly neglects it or beats it severiy or 
burdens it too much or tortures it or pots it to work when it 
is sick, old or wounded, will be punished with imprison- 
ment up to one week and fined up to five dinars. 

But the problem with the Jordanian concern is not 
confined only to the meager laws on cruelty to animals and 
the relatively light punishment imposed on violators, but 
rather extended to the fact that the state never excerdses 
even this modest protection. Name me a case when a court 
of law has sentenced a person who mistreated an animal to 
jail. Better still, show me one single article that has been 
written on die subject. To be sure, people are so callous 
about animal rights to the extent of malting a mockery of it 
and of those who show the least perturbation about the 
phenomenon. There can be no doubt that cruelty to 
anim ak goes on in the country every day. Instead of having 


a culture against it, we have developed a counter culture to 
condone the practice. To show optimum contempt for the 
animal cause, people would cinkaUy remind you that 
human beings in the Arab World have yet to attain their 
human rights modi less to start shedding team on the plight 
of animals. Putting all these negative thoughts aside, I, and 
many others here in Jordan, would agree that it is high 
time that we caught up with other nations of the world by 
legislating more on the problem. There is little doubt that a 
great deal could and should be done to protect animals 
from human savagry. We are blessed with a religion that is 
very progressive on animal protection. Prophet Moham- 
mad tola his people not to kfll animals even during war 
time. Such as the Islamic concern about animal rights. 
What is wantonly lacking is public awareness of the 
problem and the absence of a state policy to do anything 
about it. Most advanced countries of the world have 
national societies for the protection of animals. We may 
not be as advanced as the Western world to create such a 
national forum to speak out on behalf of the other 
creatures of God. Or worse still, we may still chose to make 
a mockery of anima l rights as if such rights are alien to oar 
best traditions and religious mores. But when a child less 
than 10 years old reminds us of those things and pledges to 
pursue them, then there is still hope that we are not as 
indifferent to this concern as most of us pretend to be. 
There are countless Jordanians, young and old, who have 
an inborn compassion towards animate. There are also 
many who are cruel to them. The struggle between these 
two camps must be won by the side which is closer to the 
norms of developed countries, intellectually and material- 
ly- 



For the 


dollar, no bottom in sight 
and nothing to do 


By Rudiger Dornbusch 

CAMBRIDGE, Mas- 
sachusetts — There is great 
excitement about the dollar 
having passed historic lows 
against foe yen and foe 
Deutschemark. Three ques- 
tions seek answers. 

Are there plausible 
reasons for foe deep dip, or 
is this just another instance 
of markets going on a 
binge? That is, do fun- 
damentals support a deeply 
discounted dollar? Yes. and 
more on this below. 

Second, where is this 
going to end? Are we about 
to see a bottom, or is there 
a lot more to come? 
Answer: No bottom yeti 

So should policymakers 
passively stand by or is 
there a role to be played? 
Here the answer is squarely 
“Hands off!” 

The dollar's decline com- 
es as no surprise. The exact 
timing and the precise mag- 
nitude are news, of course, 
but not the basic fret of a 
dollar on foe skids. 

Four factors are behind 
the decline, and when they 
all align, as is foe case now, 
the pace can get fast and foe 
decline major. 

The first is that in the last 
quarterof a century the dol- 
lar has steadily declined 
against foe mark and the 
yen. Inflation differentiate, 
differentials in productivity 
growth and very different 
attitudes toward deficits are 
the explanation. These 
underlying trends continue, 
and therefore, on average, 
we should expect foe dollar 
u> keep doing foe same. 

The prospect of a need 
for trend depreciation is 
also emphasised by the per- 
sistent U.S. current account 
deficit. 

Investors need to be paid to 


accept increasin 
in U.S. assets. ] 


, w U.S. assets. Either they 
get high and rising interest 


differentials in the United 
States, which is not the 
case, or foe dollar has to 
come off enough to gain an 
upside potential. To have 
upside potential it must, of 
course, steadily fall, and 
even quite a bit. 

The second factor is foe 
current situation in Ger- 
many and the United 
States. In Germany foe 
wage bargaining suggests 
that inflation may have 
near-bottomed and the 
Bundesbank accordingly is 
likely to raise rates. In foe 
United States the soft land- 
ing scenario is widely be- 
lieved, and foe chances of 
rate increases have become 
minor. 

The relative tightening in 
Germany supports the 
strengthening of the mark. 
U.S. and German inflation 
rates are not that different, 
but in Germany the prevail- 
ing level is unacceptably 
high, while in the United 
States it is seen as blissfully 
low. That is why foe mark is 
on foe rise. 

Third, fiscal policy differ- 
ences support foe mark. 
Germany is on foe path to 
sharply catting budget de- 
ficits, while in foe United 
States rejection of foe ba- 
lanced budget amendment 
highlights a complete unwil- 
lingness to do much about 
deficits, now or later. 

The fourth factor sup- 
porting foe mark's rally is 
that investors need not fear 
punitive intervention or a 
surprise shift in monetary 
policy. 

In Germany, “internal 
stability before external sta- 
bility” guarantees that the 
Bundesbank will not shift to 
a strategy of low interest 
rates to unhook foe mark's 
rise. In foe United States, 
the delight with a soft land- 
ing strategy, increasingly 
apparent and successful, 
clearly means that the 


Federal Reserve is not in a 
position to make a reces- 
sion “just" to strengthen 
the dollar. Nobody in 
America cares about foe 
dollar, and everybody 
agrees not to have a reces- 
sion. 

In the same way, there 
need not be fear about mas- 
sive intervention. Germany 
does not believe in it unless 
it is backed by changes in 
monetary policy, and 
Treasury Secretary Robert 
E. Rubin has made enough 
money on foe other side of 
foe street to know that in- 
tervention does not accom- 
plish much. Thus, specula- 
tors can feel safe piling into 
foe Dentscheraaik. Nobody 
will jump out of foe bushes 
to hit them with a surprise. 

There is a good dollar- 
mark story, but bow does 
Japan fit into all of this? 

In the past there has been 
a high correlation in doUar- 
mark and dollar-yen ex- 
change rate changes. When 
foe mark goes up, foe yen 
goes up. We don't have to 
listen to foe details. If mar- 
kets believe that the mark 
will rise, they immediately 
trade foe yen in foe same 
direction, and they will 
rarely be wrong. 

This time, the mark bas 
had the story and foe yen 
has taken foe ride. In the 
past, for example during 
U-S. -Japanese trade rifts 
that translated into a yen 
rally, it was the other way 
around. 

Among the reasons for a 
weak dollar I do not include 
Mexico. If you are looking 
for trouble spots, ask your- 
self who is more bankrupt, 
Mexico or Japan's banking 
system. The answer is un- 
ambiguous. 

Or ask who had the 
potential for more trouble 
among its neighbours — 
Germany next to Italy (with 
a public debt about to 
bounce) and Greece and 


Spain and a lot more, or foe 
United States with Mexico, 
which admittedly is a mess? 
Mexico is a sideshow in the 
dollar issue. 

Is there anything policy- 
makers can and should do 
in this situation of seeming- 
ly endless dollar decline? 
There is nothing they can or 
should do in Germany or 
the United States. 

In Germany there is no 
reason to lower rates; in the 
United States there is no 
reason to raise rates. Ger- 
man policy on the budget 
is right; U.S. budget poli- 
cy is too complacent, but it 
is in the hands of Congress 
and far beyond the reach of 
the administration. 

Authorities should main- 
tain orderly markets, but 
there is little purpose in 
setting targets and defend- 
ing them half-heartedly. 
Surely the U.S. Treasury is 
not looking for more scars, 
with Mexico already a terri- 
ble lesson in defending foe 
indefensible. 

Is there room for a policy 
response in Japan? Yes. 
Japan could cut interest 
rates toward zero. (In 
America they were virtually 
zero in the 1930s). Besides 
solving banking problems 
and helping recovery, that 
would surely contain the yen 
zoom and stabilise the 
Deutschemark. Is that like- 
ly to happen? Surely not 

The Bank of Japan prob- 
ably thinks big inflation is 
around the corner once 
again, deflation notwith- 
standing. With so many 
hang-ups in its central 
bank. Tokyo deserves an 
overly strong yen. 

The writer. Ford Interna- 
tional Professor of Econo- 
mics at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 
contributed this comment, 
to foe International Herald 
Tribune. 
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U.N. dances to 
Washington’s 
tune 
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By Rkisard Dowden 

MADELEINE 
ALBRIGHT, foe United 
States ambassador to the 
United Nations, spends 
more time in Washington 
than New York these days. 
Her job is supposed to be 
representing the concerns 
of the U.S. to foe world 
through the U.N. but sbe is. 
busier frying to persuade 
foe new Republican major- 
ity in Congress that foe 
United Nations is an OK 
organisation and that the 
American contribution to 
its coffers is money well 
spent 

It appears to be a struggle 
in a political dimate evoked 
by a recent cartoon in foe 
Washington Post depicting 
a ffan standing in front of 
the U.N. building in New 
York, . carrying a placard 
saying: “U.N. go homer 
Misquoting Milton, one 
observer described Ms. 
Albright’s task in Washing- 
ton as justifying foe ways of 
Satan to God. 

Some observers see U.S. 
foreign policy going isola- 
tionist but in fact America 
has never been more in- 
volved in the rest of foe 
world through trade, poli- 
tical power and influence. 
The im p ortant debate is not 
between isolationists and 
globalists but between mul- 
tilateralists who see foe 
U.S. as a global leader, 
moving and working with 
allies, and foe unilateralists 
urging it to do whatever it 
wants, when it wants, bow 
it wants, with no justifica- 
tion other than .American 
self-interest. The U.N. 
appears a large obstacle to 
foe unilateralist virion, 

Robert Dole, the Repub- 
lican leader of the Senate, 
fiercely attacked multi- 
lateralism last week and 
said it undermined Amer- 
ican sovereignty and en-,- 
couraged isolationism, 
which he also opposes. 
Speaking at a conference in 


announced that the U.S. * 
contribution to peacckecp- s 
ing wifi be reduced to 25 per’ 
cent in October, cutting it ... 
without negotiation from 31 j 

per cent. He is under press- 
are from Congress to cut it / 
further to 20 per cent. 

U.S. funding has always 1; 
been a problem and for 


m arrears with its pledged 
payments. This year foe 
U.S. is supposed to pay 


$3 15m (£194m), a quarter of 
the U.N.'s peacekeeping u C ;*<n2 3r 
budget, but who knows tfi® 1 *. . aPl re 
when foe U.N. wffl get foe 
cheque? •* _ , - 

To those who would cm ^ 
farther, Ms. Albright says . : ~ . 

the U.N. serves U.S. fore- m -~_ ' ; t . 

ign policy interests and that - . •’ _ _ 
if it withdrew, foe U.S. will " r ' ’ 
have to do a great deal >rr 7 

more by itself. It will either L _ ' 

have to act alone or notact \‘J 
at all. -... • • 


Some observers 
see U.S. foreign 
policy going iso- 
lationist bnt in 
fact America has 
never been more 
involved in the 
rest of the world 
through trade, 
political power 
and influence. 
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Washington, he said: “Sub- 
contracting American fore- 
ign policy and subordinat- 
ing American sovereignty 
encourage and strengthen 
isolationist forces at home 
and embolden our adver- 
saries abroad." 

Henry Kissinger, another 
Critic of multilateralism, 
said at the same confer- 
ence: “In the end America 
cannot derive its motivation 
from an international con- 
sensus. It bas to develop its 
specific purposes and then 
try to shape an internation- 
al consensus." 

The Republican national- 
ists feel that the 
U.N. bas sucked America 
into wars in which it has no 
interest, and cost American 
lives. President Bill Clin- 
ton, already playing to that 
mood in the middle of the 
Somalia catastrophe in 
1993, said: “If the Amer- 
ican people are to say fyes’ 
to U.N. peacekeeping; the 
United Nations must know 
when to say ‘no’." 

That attempt to curb 
U.S. involvement in the 
U.N. has culminated in a 
Republican bill now before 
Congress called foe Nation- 
al Security Revitalisation 
Bill. It stipulates that foe 
U.S. most reclaim any ex- 
pense incurred in 
peacekeeping operations 
even if they are not autho- 
rised by the U.N. Security 
Council. The Bill also stipu- 
lates that no U.S. soldier,, 
should serve under a fore- 
ign commander. If im- 
plemented, it would virtual- 
ly end U.S. involvement in 
u.N. peacekeeping. U.N. 
intervention peacekeeping 
would be crippled, became 
America b the only country 
capable of getting large 
numbers of well-armed 
troops rapidly to a distant 
war-zone. President Clin- 
ton is pledged to veto the 
Bill but, lacking a majority 
m Congress, he will have to 
comply with the mood that 
informs it. 

Ms. Albright’s justifica- 
tion for the U.N. has been 
accompanied by tough re- 
forms of the organisation 
itself. In the past two years 
the Clinton a dminis tration 
has tamed the U.N.. The 
General Assembly is less 
critical than ever before and 
foe administration is being 
subjected to fierce changes. 
Budgets are being tightened 
and Washington has arbit- 
rarily cut its contributions. 
President Clinton has 


The image of the U.N. 
painted by the new Repub- 
licans is 20 years oat of 
date. They portray foe 
U.N. as a forum of scroun- 
gers and communists con- 
demning the U.S: for im- . 
periaTis.m . and Neo- 
colonialism and then ex- 
pecting it to come to their 
rescue. These days such 
language is rarely heard but 
America’s cold war habit of 
keeping tabs on which 
countries vote against it in 
the General Assembly con- 
tinues. With no competing 
powers to rival U.S. hege- 
mony, countries which 
cross it too often are simply 
removed from the aid hst 
U.S. diplomats make no 
secret of this and use it as a 
threat. Not many resolu- 
tions opposed by the U.S. 
are passed in die U.N. 

Having fixed the General 
Assembly, the U.S. is 
working on U.N. 
bureaucracy. The image of 
foreign fat-cats Irving in 
New York off American 
taxpayers is even more 
emotive. Washington has 
therefore engineered the 
appointment of several key 
administrators at the U.N. 
Joseph Connor, who used 
to bead Price Waterhouse 
in America, and Karl Theo- 
dore Paski, a former 
inspector-general of the 
German foreign service, 
have been up in charge of 
management and budgets. 
This year Mr. Connor sub- 
mitted a budget bekn^tbe 
projected one. 

Another recent addition 
is John Hughes, formerly 
editor of foe Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor and latterly 
on George Shultz's staff 
when be was secretary of 
state. Mr. Hngjhes is ostens- 
ibly employed to improve 
foe U.N.’s- image dur i n g its 
50fo-biifoday year but his 
title is Director of Com* 
mumcations and hU job, wffl 
be to get Boutros Ghaii, the 
secretary general and other 
top officials on to U.S. tele- 
vision in ways which do oOt 
make them look negative or 
defensive. Mr. Hughes’ 9 
Republican connection 5 
will also enable him to do 
some PR for the U.N. in 
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Wifo a veto on the Secur- 
ity Council and a done aflf 
in Britain, W ashingto n can 
control peacekeeping op* 
erations, without much 
noise coming from a supirt 
General Assembly. Me®** 
while, key U.S.-approved 
appointments in the UJi< 
administration have streog' 
tbened it and it more 
efficient. Once she has cut 
through the visceral 
nationalism of right-wi°S 
American politicians, Ms. 
Albright’s task of selling A* 
U.N. is easier ti u»i it look- 
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U.N. experts 
end Iraq mission 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Un- 
ited Nations experts ended a 
week-long mission to Bagh- 
dad Sunday to investigate 
Iraq's germ warfare program- 
me, tiie only unresolved issue 
concerning Iraqi disarma- 
ment, a U.N. spokesman 
said. The mission came ahead 
of a visit by Rolf Ekeus, bead 
of the U.N. Special Commis- 
sion on disarming Iraq (UN- 
SCOM), who is expected in 
Baghdad Friday. Nine biolo- 
gical weapons experts in- 
spec^ five to six sites in Iraq 
to “investigate the past Iraqi 
programme,*' said Goran 
Wallen, head of the UN- 
SCOM centre for long-term 
monitoring of Baghdad’s 
weapons programmes. The 
Swedish general would not 
elaborate on the results of the 
mission, whicfi was not re- 
vealed before Sunday. The 
team would present a report 
to Mr. Ekeus, he said. 

Man held near 
Ciller residence 

ANKARA (AP) — A man 
carrying an unloaded pistol 
was arrested Sunday after 
trying to enter Prime Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller’s residence. 
It was not dear whether the 
man intended to attack the 
premier, who was at home at 
tiie time. Hie suspect claimed 
be received a message from 
God while watching televi- 
sion that he wished to convey 
to Ms. Ciller, the Anatolia 
news agency reported. The 
dispatch said the man was 
dairying a membership card 
from the Islamist Welfare 
Party. Guards searched the 
suspect after he asked to see 
Ms. CSUer and found a 7.65- 
mm Baretta handgun that 
was not loaded, Anatolia 
added. The man's sister also 
was detained after being 
found near Ms. Ciller’s resi- 
dence. She said her brother 
was mentally disturbed, Ana- 
tolia said. 


Bonn vows action 
after attack 

BONN (R) — Boon pledged 
on Sunday to crack down on 
foreigners who import their 
violent political struggles to 
Germany after ffrebombers 
attacked Turkish targets for 
tiie sixth consecutive, night. 
No one claimed responsibil- 
ity, but police suspect Kur- 
dish militants, fighting Tur- 
key since 1964 for an inde- 
pendent homeland, were be- 
hind the arson attacks. “The 
Kurds arc acting in a way that 
we cannot accept,” Foreign 
Munster Klaus Kinkel told 
reporters during a meeting 
with his European Union cot- 
leagues in France. He said 
Germany should provide bet- 
ter protection for Turkish 
property, adding he expected 
Turkish leaders to raise the 
subject when be visits Ank- 
; ara on Thursday. 

!;■ Khomeini’s 
; grandson 
\i. emerges 

(Continued from page 12) 


aware that be had acquired 
the title of hojatoleslam . 

His Height and presence 
along with fluent public 
speaking and a controlled 
planner have created a big 
impression over the past few 
days. 

Iranians also say he has bis 
father’s voice ana resembles 
his grandfather Ayatollah 
Khomeini at the same age. 

Although Ahmad 
Khomeini had no official role 
in Iran, he was venerated as 
the “memory of the Ayatol- 
lah” and came to symbolise 
the spirit of his father’s re- 
volutionary brand of Islam. 
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: i 2 Israelis killed 

} r (Cn^hmed from page 1) 

Other unexploded bombs 

• were found on the ground 

i * around them. 

; * t Troops wound Palestinian 

Israeli troops shot and 
wounded a Palestinian I wn 

| ' during a efandi o the south of 

• * the autonomous Gaza Strip 
■> Sunday, Palestinian police 

! f. said. 

; r Colonel RibhJ Arafat, head 
-1 Of the Joint fatsnn mnimiMfe 
v ia the south of the Strip, said 
-■ troops Jeered at a group of 
•• PahsthUaB teenagers return- 
'-lug from school, provdting 
' *ugry protests near the Kissu- 
* fcn crossing poinL 

The troops then opened 
-Ifre, moudfaig a 30-year-old 
Fakstudan wan fn the leg* 
Soldiers also beat np a 
woman, the police official 
Hid. Both were taken to hos- 
pital. 


- I 
\ * 


Kohl to visit Jordan in June 


(Continued from page l) 

dent Hafez AI Assad Ger- 
many would be able to offer 
support to tiie Syrian track of 
peace negotiations with 
Israel. 


The German delegation 
also held talks at the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry. They were briefed on 
investment opportunities and 
laws and regulations gov- 
erning investment here. 


Mr. Ran noted that it was 
die first time a large German 
economic delegation had 
come to the region. He said 
he expected big business and 
investment opportunities to 
arise from the Amman eco- 
nomic Summit. 


PLO agrees to continue self-rule talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

“the door to suspending the- 
talks is stQl open.” 

The PLO reappointed 
Mahmoud Abbas, to bead a 
committee to monitor nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

Mr. Abbas was the PLO’s 
principal negotiator and 
signatory of the declaration 


principles but has since 
joined critics of the deal. He 
has also remained in Tunis 
since the self-authority was 
set np in Gaza last May. 

PLO officials said the 
monitoring committee would 
take a tougher line on the 
talks with Israel. 

Arafat spokesman Nabil 
Abu Rudeinah described the 
debate in Tunis as “very suc- 
cessful and positive.” 

“We agreed on many step 
to be taken and the 


will emerge soon,” he said of 
the two-day executive com- 
mittee meeting. 

“The negotiations covered 
all subjects. It was very tough 
and hard, but everyone 
accepted the final decision.” 
Israel and the PLO have 
now set July 1 as a target date 
for agreement on redeploy- 
ment and elections. 

Mr. Arafat returned to the 
Gaza Strip on Sunday. 

Mr. Abbas meanwhile re- 
jected the idea of phased 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from populated areas in the 
still-occupied West Bank, 
starting with Jenin and Beth- 
lehem. 

Mr. Abbas told Reuters: 
“Jenm-Bethlehem first- is 
rejected because according to 
the accord redeployment 
can’t be broken down. Any 
talk on Jemn-Bethlehem first 


is a violation of the accord 
which we signed with Israel. 

“And the principle of full 
redeployment from all 
Palestinian populated areas 
should not be raised or 
negotiated,” Mr. Abbas said. 

Mr. Abbas said he had yet 
to decide whether to accept 
the post of chief negotiat 

He said the 1993 accord 
dictated simultaneous with- 
drawal from all West B ank 
populated areas. 

Further redeployment 
from the West Bank would 
be gradually implemented. 

Mr. Abbas said that during 
the Tunis meetings, the issue 
of Jenin-Bethlehem first was 
debated in detail and 1 
jected. 

“The decision was that re- 
deployment from populated 
areas cannot be broken 
down,” he said. 


U.S. groups urge rechannelling of aid 


(Continued from page 1) 


have been sent to every mem- 
ber of the U.S. Congress, all 
interested groups in the U.S. 
and all governments in the 
Middle East, Mr. Gubser 
said, adding that the next 
step was to follow it up 
through the media and other 
channels to convince those 
who matter of the validity 
and importance of the ideas 
therein. 

According to the proposal, 
the $5 billion aid should be 
used for projects whose out- 
puts are shared among tiie 
various countries of the re- 
gion. 

The core of the argument 
behind the proposal is that 
the U.S. undertaking to help 
Israel and Egypt with econo- 
mic and military assistance 
after they signed the Camp 
David accords was aimed at 
maintaining Middle East 
peace. 

Now that the Arabs in 
general and Israel are en- 
gaged in peace negotiations 
and the Palestinians, and Jot- 
dan have signal agreements 
with the Jewish state, 
Washington should rethink 
its priorities in the Middle 
East, its authors say. 

“After reassessing U.S. aid 
to the Middle East in the 
context of the new global and 
regional realities, our study 
roup concluded that the 
amp David accords are no 
longer an adequate 
framework for effective U.S. 
aid to the region,” says the 
authors of the proposal, 
mainly influential church 
groups and relief agencies. 

The premises that consti- 
tute the framework for res- 
lcturing U.S. aid to the 
Middle East, according to the 
authors of the proposal, in- 
clude promotion of peace and 
stability based on military re- 
ductions, sustainable econo- 
mic development, respect for 
human rights and people’s 
dignity, and greater popular 
participation in governance. 

“Setting in motion a pro- 
cess of regional cooperation 
and integration is important 
both to consolidating the 


peace process by promoting 
improved relationships 
among the peoples and gov- 
ernments of the area, and to 
finding effective solutions 
to the regional development 
problems,” says the propos- 
al. 

The proposal suggests that 
the U.S. should reorient its 
thinking vis-a-vis aid to the 
Middle East and seek to en- 
sure that assistance is 
directed towards 
’'confidence -building 
measures... military reduc- 
tions... sustainable develop- 
ment and open -political sys- 
tems.. .and regional coopera- 
tion and integration.” 

The most essential compo- 
nent in such reorientation is, 
says Mr. Gubser, increased 
American support for non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) that in the region 
rather than governments. 

The ‘NGOs the proposal 
mentions include peace 
groups, religious institutions, 
- humane-rights -groups^-Jabotur 
unions and professional orga- 
nisations. The aid should 
facilitate “dialogue between 
diverse groups, with the 
objective of encouraging peo- 
ples in the region to live 
together in harmony and in 
mutually supportive com- 
munities.” 

Another component in the 
proposal is the removal of 
“tension-producing^ factors 
through Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories, 
resettlement of refugees “to 
mutually agreed locales,” 
and moving Israeli settlers 
away from the West Bank, 
the Gaza Strip and the Golan 
Heights. 

Mutual cooperation among 
the parties involved should 
be encouraged through new 
educational curricula for 
Israeli and Palestinian 
schools based on a “less 
stereotyped image of each 
people...(and) living-learning 
experiences such as Israeli/ 
Palestinian camps for chil- 
dren.” 

The proposal calls for the 
world’s major arms selling 


nations to achieve “ military 
reductions” in the region 
through a five-year ten on 
“sales and deliveries of major 
military equipment,” and 
thus spare me people of the 
region the high cost of milit- 
ary equipment. 

In particular it urges the 
U.S. administration to “en- 
courage behind-the-scenes 
discussions In which countries 
identify the components of 
their neighbours* military 
forces that they find particu- 
larly threatening and then 
seek an agreement making 
mutual cuts.” 

The use of American aid 
should be oriented towards 
human development such as 
basic education, child surviv- 
al activities, and primary 
health care and family plan- 
ning, says the proposal. 
Another area where the aid 
should focus on is institution 
building. 

Last bat not tiie least is tiie 
proposal’s call for support for 
“initiatives to strengthen 
national economies and en- 
courage regionah- economic 
integration.” 

This would involve helping 
regional development institu- 
tions and infrastructure in- 
itiatives such as water re- 
source development and 
management, electric power 
grids, highways, ports, and 
communications systems. 

Attention and support 
would also be given to de- 
veloping regional trading and 
labour exchange blocs and 
tiie protection of natural re- 
sources. 

“We believe it is in tiie 
U.S. interest to contribute 
financially as well as diploma- 
tically to a smooth transition 
to sustainable peace and de- 
velopment in the Middle 
East,” says the 10-page prop- 
osal in conclusion. “Unfortu- 
nately, however, this oppor- 
tunity arises at a time when 
U.S. foreign aid resources 
are growing scarcer. Signifi- 
cant amounts of new aid re- 
sources for those purposes 
are unlikely to be available. 

“...Restructuring of aid to 
the Middle East must become 
a policy priority...” 
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Rwandan refugee children share a splash in the Hong refugee camp in Zaire. The war in Rwanda led to the 
displacement of thousands of childr en (AFP photo) 

Rwandan village is 
still burying the past 


By Sally Stapleton 

The Associated Press 

MAYUNZWE, Rwanda — 
Mayunzwe’s survivors are 
still burying the past Body 
by body, bone by bone. 

With surgical gloves, 
white sheets and garden 
hoes, they gather tom, 
picked-at remains. Their 
work area is broad, a radius 
of about three kilometres 
around the village that be- 
came a killing zone last 
spring. 

Evidence of the slaughter 
still is easy to find: Shreds 
of dothing here, a shattered 
jawbone there, human hair 
hanging from branches in a 
tree. 

Of the 250 people who 
lived in Mayunzwe, about 


An estimated 500,000 peo- 
ple were killed across the 
country. 

The survivors, many re- 
turned from refugee camps 
outside Rwanda, are trying 
to put their lives back 
together, and give a decent 
burial to family and friends 
who were slaughtered. 

Jeanne Uwiragiye, 14, 
holds a white, wooden cross 
as her parents and three 
older brothers are lowered 
into a mass grave. 

Jeanne aim her grand- 
mother could not afford 
wooden coffins, so her 
family is buried in sheets 
provided by the Ministry of 
Labour and Soda! Amirs 
of the new Tutsi-dominated 
government. 

“It’s very difficult,” Jean- 
200. -died when Rwanda’s s ne says. “Bnt-all RWandans 
Hum. felt rayypafo£? i \ ■, 

and dvitian irdlitias wenton •’ Ittakes aboutiandto^ for 

a Effing spree’TSSt'-April. the men to fill the grave. 


measuring some five yards 
by eight yards. 

Nathalie Mukarulinda, a 
secretary in the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Affairs, 
was bom and grew up in 
Mayunzwe. She organised a 
Roman Catholic funeral 
mass for the village’s dead 
in late February. 

“According to my faith, I 
believe their souls are still 
living, and I am doing my 
duty to pay respects,” she 
says. 

“Reconciliation is going 
to take a long time,” she 
adds. “First, I have to know 
who killed my family. Then 
I have to know why. If 
someone came to me and 
said: ‘I killed your family. 
Forgive me.’ I would try. I 
have no hate in my heart for 
the people.” 

Life now is starting to 
return to normal in Rwan- 
da’s villages. Uniformed 


children walk the dirt roads 
to school at dawn, through 
valleys immersed in fog. 
Villagers tend their plots of 
banana, coffee, avocado 
and papaya, cassava, maize 
and peanuts. 

But beneath a peaceful 
surface, guilt and suspicion 
persist. The killings were 
often arbitrary, the killers 
forced many villagers to 
collaborate. Those who 
escaped them now wonder 
about one another: What 
did he do to stay alive? 
What deal did he make? 

Adeodate Niyongana, 
49, hid in the tall hil] grass 
outside Mayunzwa while 
the massacre took place. 

“It’s only Goa who 
helped me survive,” be 
says. “I .dBft nothing- spe- 
cial.” ;• 

Now he helps collect 
what is left of the dead. 
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Israel cuts public 
spending, taxes 
md interest rates 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli govern- 
ment announced plans Sun- 
day to slash $400 million from 
public spending and the same 
amount from taxes, promp- 
ting a 1.5 per cent reduction 
in interest rates. 

Just hours after Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
his cabinet approved a fi- 
nance ministry proposal in a 
bid to boost the economy, the 
Bank of Israel brought its 
prime interest rate down to 
15.5 per cent. 

The Tel Aviv Stock Ex- 
change soared on the news 
and the main index climbed 
six per cent on the day. Trad- 
ers predicted an influx of 
industrial investment. 

Finance Minister Avraham 
Shohat drew up the plan at 
Mr. Rabin's demand after the 
exchange plummeted 40 per 
cent in the previous six 
months, angering small inves- 
tors and businessmen alike. 

“Our policy has always 
been to reduce taxes,” hi - . 
Shohat told a press confer- 
ence. “The plan will be put 
before parliament for 
approval in the coming 
weeks." 

Bank of Israel Governor 
Yaacov Frenkel had in recent 


Foreign investment 
doubles in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Foreign investment in Pakis- 
tan has doubled to $1.3 bil- 
lion in the p3St nine months 
of its current financial .year, 
officials have 
raid. 

The capital inflow is ex- 
pected to rise to SI .5 billion 
by the June 30 close of fiscal 
1994-95. said a senior official 
of the government-run Board 
of Investment (B.I.h Syed 
Mohibullah Shah. 

Mr. Shah, who is secretary 
of the board, which is perso- 
nally led by Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, said the fi- 


negative effect on investment 
because of the prolonged un- 
rest in the country's commer- 
cial hub of Karachi. 

More than 1,000 people 
have been killed in the south- 
ern port city over the past 15 
months in continuing vio- 
lence linked to political, 
ethnic and sectarian prob- 
lems. Two American consu- 
lar officials were killed in an 
ambush by unidentified gun- 
men earlier this month. 

Mr. Shah said he hoped the 
situation in Karachi would 
soon start improving, 
although fears of further vio- 




increase over foreign invest- 
ment worth $660 million in 
the 1993-94 financial year. 

He attributed the growth 
, to the government's libera] 
• economic policies and incen- 
| fives that had made Pakistan 
! one of the "most attractive" 
■ countries for foreign inves- 
tors. 

j Another helpful factor W3s 
the consensus on the firee- 
j market approach among all 
, major political forces in the 
, country, the official said. 

With improvement in its 
' infrastructure. Pakistan could 
, do better. Mr. Shah said, 
noting that Malaysia received 
! annually investment worth $3 
to $4 billion, and Indonesia 
and India around $4 billion 
' ' and S2 billion respectively, 
i He acknowledged rhe 


arrests of hundreds of sus- 
pects by authorities in a 
crackdown against terrorism. 

The official said Pakistan 
had signed memoranda of 
understanding with foreign 
investors for projects in the 
sectors of energy, textile, oil 
refinery, petro-chemicals, 
leather, electronics and en- 
gineering. 

In September, American 
companies signed investment 
commitments worth $4 bil- 
lion, mostly in the energy 
sector, during the visit here 
of U.S. Energy Secretary 
Hazel O’Leary. 

Ms. Bhutto is due to make 
her first official visit to the 
U.S. next month and officials 
here said investment promo- 
tion would be high on her 
agenda. 


THROu 1 THAT SNOWBALL 

at we you blockhead, and 

YOU'LL RE5RET IT FOR THE 
REST OF YOUR LIFE! 



European Commission 
chief calls for action 

to support dollar 


weeks refused to lower in- 
terest rates for fear of fuelling 
inflation, which hit 14.5 per 
cent in 1994. 

But on Sunday Mr. Frenk- 
el declared that the plan “will 
favour economic growth.’* 

The cut in public spending 
was to pay for a parallel 
reduction in company and 
personal taxation of $400 mil- 
lion from September. 

The number of civil ser- 
vants is to be reduced by two 
per cent, but defence and 
police ministry employees 
will be spared the cuts in the 
government's 1995 budget of 
$49 billion. 

$80 million earmarked for 
aid to Israel’s struggling milit- 
ary industries and kibutzim, 
or collective farms, was also 
trimmed. 

Three ministers voted for 
the cuts, three against and 
three abstained after a four- 
hour debate. 

Right-wing opposition 
Likud Party leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu said the plan was 
“too little, too late.” 

Chaim Ramon, general 
secretary of the powerful His- 
tadrut trade union confedera- 
tion welcomed any redaction 
in the level of income taxes 
which he described as “un- 
bearable." 


CARCASSONNE, France 
(R) — ■ European Commis- 
sion President Jacques San ter 
called Sunday for the Group 
of Seven (G-7) industrial 
powers to take joint action to 
stabilise world currencies. 

Mr. Santer said recent 
monetary turbulence was 
largely due to the effects of 
“benign neglect” of the dol- 
lar, and urged G-7 to coor- 
dinate policy as they had 
done in the 1980s with the 
so-called Plaza and Louvre 
accords to counter currency 
swings. 

“We must act on the causes 
of monetary turbulence, 
which are not so much fun- 
damentals as the effects of 
benign neglect vis-a-vis the 
dollar,” Mr. Santer told a 
news conference after an EU 
foreign ministers* meeting in 
this southwestern French 
town. 

“I think the G-7 has to be 
involved much more than it 
has been in the last months,’* 
he said. 

The recent turbnlence, 
which has also upset the 
European Monetary System, 
has been largely caused by 
the dollar's drop to post-war 
lows as investors seek safety 
in the mark and yen. 

But the United States, 
while saying it did not en- 
courage the dollar’s slide, has 
so far resisted mainly French 
calls for concerted action. . 

Some EU government 
leaders say privately the 
turbulence has been hielled 
by a market perception that 
President Bill Clinton was 
not particularly committed to 
controlling the U.S. federal 
budget deficit. 

Mr. Santer said EU eco- 
nomy and finance ministers 


would discuss currency turbu- 
lence at a lunch during their 
ECO FIN meeting in Brussels 
Monday. 

It will be the first such 
session since the Spanish 
peseta and Portuguese escu- 
do were forced to devalue 
within Europe’s semi-fixed 
exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM) — the union’s vehicle 
to a single currency — two 
weeks ago. 

Both those currencies were ' 


hit by a new wave of selling 
last Friday, prompting spe- 
culation that they may be 


forced to devalue Vet again or 
even quit the ERM. 

The Irish, French and Bel- 
gian cmrenceis also suffered, 
as did former ERM members 
the British pound and the 
I talian lira. 

A remark by Luxembourg 
Foreign Minister Jacques 
Poos Saturday triggered ex- 
pectations that the EU’s 
monetary committee would 
meet Sunday to discuss new 
measures to stabilise curren- 
cies, but other officials quick- 
ly denied any such meeting 
was planned and Mr. Poos 
said ne had been misunder- 
stood. 

Mr. Santer said Europe’s 
monetary system bad resisted 
the recent crisis well and had 
overcome a more serious 
threat to its survival in Au- 
gust 1993, when the ERM 
currencies’ fluctuation bands 
were prised wide open by 
forces of market speculation. 

The only conclusion, he 
said, was that the faster the 
EU moved towards a single 
currency the better, while 
still respecting the timetable 
and economic convergence 
criteria of the Maastricht 
treaty on closer union. 


imageNET 

ImageNET is a New York based 
company seeking to expand ag g ressiv ely 
in the Middle Eastmtbefiddcf ‘marketin g 
coftmiumcaaonsandacktiaiutg. We are 
reaming talented top notch' prof es si onals to 
help fulfill our goals. 

Graphic Designer: 

Must possess outstan din g graphic 
communication stalls. Well experienced in 
Macintosh graphics and DTP p rograms. 

Production Specialist: 

Must be experienced in DTP programs 
(al-Nashir alSabffi, Illustrator, Photoshop, 
Quark Express) and all technical stages cf 
fitmage and color separations. 

Please apply in person at our office in 
Shami Plaza, 2nd Floor, Shmeisani, 

TeL 606617. AM applicants must bring 
their CV and samples of creative work. 




BECAUSE SHE'D 
PROBABLY TURM 
AROUND, AND 
KICK ME INTO 
A SNOWBANK! 




EU still divided on 
development aid 


CARCASSONNE, France 
(R) — France offered a com- 
promise proposal to its Euro- 
pean Union (EU) partners 
Sunday to fund development 
in file world’s poorest coun- 
tries but sharp differences re- 
mained within the 15-nation 
bloc. 

EU ministers, at an infor- 
mal meeting in the southern 
French town of Carcassone, 
spent almost no time on the 
proposal, German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel told 
reporters. 

He added that they hoped 
to consider it more carefully 
at an April 10 meeting in 
Luxembourg. 

“There was* no progress in 
the discussion today because 
there is a gap between the 
figure the presidency believes 
is the m inimum ana the con- 
tributions that member states 
are willing to make towards 
that,” British Foreign Secret- 
ary Douglas Hurd said. 

At issue is how much 
money should be put in the 
European Development 
Fund (EDF), the main assist- 
ance programme for African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
countries. 

Germany and Britain are 
balking at spending more 
over the next five years than 
they did in the last five to 
maintain the real value of the 
fund after inflation. 


MANAGERIAL CONSULTANT 
NEEDED 

A consulting company in Sana’a, Ye- 
men needs a Managerial Consultant to 
work on the ongoing projects in the 
public sector in Yemen. 

Person needed must have the following 
qualifications: 

- BS (minimum) management or man- 
agement information systems from the 
U.S.A or England. 

- Back experience in management or/ 

and reorganisation of seven years at 
least,. ■ ; - . -■ 

-Not more than 40 years of age. 

- Has all of the following skills: 

- PC user (practical use in everyday 
work). 

- Fluent in English, Arabic com- 
munications. 

- Easy personal traits. 

Very good salary is offered with many 
other benefits. 

Applicants to bring all relevant 
documents to (Almaryas Est.) Ara- 
bia area opposite of Dahiat Al 
Hussein mosque. 

Phone: (685724) 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 
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“Our diet pizza is topped with earwax, 
dead flies and dog saliva. You’ll 
probably eat fewer slices 
than usual.” 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange ihe circled letters to 
form Ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ihe above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 
HARROW EXEMPT 


Sudan aiming to 
slash runaway inflation 


France's proposal, pre- 
sented by Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, would fund the 
EDF at 13.3 billion European 
Currency Units ($16 billion), 
down from an initial sugges- 
tion of 14.6 billion European 
Currency Units ($17.9 bil- 
lion). 

Under the {Han, France 
would pay a larger percen- 
tage of the fund than it had 
before. Germany’s contribu- 
tion would rise by nine per 
cent and Britain's by six per 
cent. 

European Commission 
President Jacques Santer said 
the plan would not be credi- 
ble if EU leaders did not 
translate into facts and fi- 
gures “what they said in 
words in Copenhagen,” site 
of a United Nations Social 
S ummit last weekend. 

But Britain and Germany 
remain lukewarm at best to 
the plan, with London in 
particular saying it wants to 
pay about 30 per cent less. 

Britain argues that bilater- 
al aid between EU member 
states and the ACP, mainly 
former European oolonies, is 
more effective than multi- 
lateral EU aid. 

Germany also has concerns 
about the emphasis on multi- 
lateral aid and argues that it 
is already paying the lion's 
share of EU money to the 
former communist countries 
of eastern Europe. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
$udan aims to slash inflation 
from 8) per cent, the current- 
ly know! edged rate to 10 per 


cent by 1998, Junior Finance 
Minister Mohammad Khair 
Zubair was quoted Sunday as 
saying. 

Mr. Zubair said a three- 
year economic plan would 
bring down inflation while 
maintaining growth at Its pre- 
sent eight per cent. 

He told a symposium orga- 
nised by the finance mixristiy 
on the role of the traditional 
sector in the three-year plan 
that the programme would 
give priority to industry. 

He said the last three-year 
economic reform plan, which 
won praise'firom the Interna- 
tional Monetary Pond, laid 
the emphasis on agriculture. 

The daiy Al Engaz Al 
Watani quoted Mr. Zubair as 
saying the 1995-98 plan 
aimed to encourage exports 
to $1.5 billion a year while 
bringing government spend- 
ing down to under 15 per cent 
of tiie national income. 

Mr. Zubair boasted that 
Sudan had managed to attain 
a growth rate of eight per 


cent while countries in similar 
economic straits bad man- 
aged barely two per cent. 

He said all direct subsidies 
on commodities would be 
abolished while indirect ones' 
would be retained only where 
strictly necessary. 

Sudan has now removed 
subsidies on almost all items 
except for petrol (gasoline) 
and bread. Last week the 
government had planned to 
double the price of sugar in 
an unannounced removal of 
subsidies but tbe move was 
shelved apparently for elec- 
toral reasons." 

The government says infla- 
tion is numing at 80 per cent 
but prices in toe market indi- 
cate that inflation over die 
past four years has been well 
over 400 per cent. 

When Lieutenant-General 
Omar Beshir came to power 
in June 1989, the rate of the 
U.S. dollar on the black mar- 
ket was 12 Sudanese pounds 
for one dollar. Tbe rate is 
now between 600 and 630 
Sudanese pounds per dollar. 

The official exchange rate 
is now between 495 and 497 
Sudanese pounds for a dollar. 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY MARCH 20, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) Make certain you handle any 
responsibilities you have m a more precise manne r this morning. 
Engage in a favourite hobby with friends for your peace of mind ui 
the evening. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Use diplomacy of fbicefnl- 

ness with mate and you’ll get along much better today. Make long 
range plans to have more abundance for hard times. 

GEMINb (May 21 to June 21) Try to please family members and 
come to a better unde manding with them today. Take no risks 
where your reputation is concerned. Keep on schedule. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Han bow to have greater 
income in the days ahead. Analyse your aims and gather the support 
you need from others for being prosperous. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Concentrate, Leo, oa how you can be 
more productive in the future. An intuitive prompting could be 
erroneous now so don't follow it at this time. Caution is the key 
word. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Try to enlist the help of old 
friends for a new project you have in mind. Make practical plans for 
being successful in the time ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make some needed changes 
at home so you cam have more comfort there. Allow time for 
recreational activities today that you enjoy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A good day to en gag e. in 
activities that most appeal to you. Adopt a philosophy that could be 
good for you in the future so that you can be successful. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Try to have more 
fammomous relations with family members today. Make plans for 
advancements in your career that can bring the respect of others. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Outline projects you 
irant to put into operation in tbe morning. A good time to visit good 
friends and relatives who have not recently been seen. They want to 
talk with youl 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Use good sense in 
tmodling matters of comm uni cation and get excellent results. Make 
this a worthwhile day in any project you are involved in. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Enjoy small pleasures you like 





Jumbles; FOIST AWOKE HARROW EXEMPT 

Answer Whal the family thought of Mom's cookrra — 
'THAWSOME* 


THE Daily Crossword byAv^p.i 


1 ACROSS 
1 Effortless 
5 — Parte. Co. 

10 Expens 
U Stringed 
instiumeril 

15 Innocent 

16 Pedestal pan 

17 Cabbage dish 

18 *F«om — icy 
mountains* 
(Haber) 

20 More workfly 
22 Artin Rufino 
23‘— 8an 

Jcnsonr 

24 Inflexible 

25 Uphold 
27 Unvarying 

30 Endose snugly: 
war. 

31 Bird ot peace 

32 Islamic dignitary 

33 Souh Fr 

34 Turns 

37 Coksnbus 
school latere 

38 Fishing 
Wpment 

40 Stale 

41 Selected 
43 Olympic 

competitors 

45 Put on weight 

46 Reduce m value 

47 OphkSan 
weapons 

48 In any way 
50 MostcSstant 
_S3 Existence’ 

beyond reaSty 

55 Head, in Lyons 

56 *— o'clock 
scholar 

57 Occurred 

58 Famous garden 

59 Fruit 

60 ns capital o 
Sanaa 

61 Serpents 

DOWN . 

1 Different 

2 Assembly has of 
a German 
school 

3 Gukteig fight 





Puzzle solved: 


4 Cabinet wood 
source 

5 Ertdrde 

6 Ranee's 
garment 

7 Layer 

8 HoSday t*r» 

9 Guard 

10 Hunan 

11 Haeytaved 
vines 

12 Vortex 

13 Fair 

19 Falls beftkxt 
21 Seamen 

24 FidoorSpors 
chun 

25 Actress Rfgg 
26Pteywrlflt» 

Rouen — 
Sherwood 

27 Inlets 

28 Friendy gobfin 
SS.AS^ed^ 
31 Underwater 

worker 


□□□□ □□□□□ QUOD 
□□□□ □□□□□ QQDU 
□HDD □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□ QUEUE 
□DB □□□□ □□□□□□ 
• □□□□□□ □□□□□ 
ncjDaa bobb ddo 
1 GaaBBanaaanQDDQ 
□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
□!$□□□ DBUDUO 
□uuaaa dodo qqh 
□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ oaup 
□UBQ □□□□□ UUULI 
UaaLi □□□□□ BPDCj 


35 ErtaorKM 

36 Meager 
39 Certain 

European 
42 Britnti meal 
44 Pitcher 
*5 Yard with 
Bowers 


47 DMoyal 

48 Detergent 

49 Preminger 
50"— Hereto 

Etemiy* 

51 Face 

52 Sawbucks 
54 PAneral earth 
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A review 

of economic news 

from the Arabic press 

Taxi owners 
hope for ‘gift 
from 

government 1 

The first part of this article 
was published on Sunday, 
March 19, ’95 

To highlight the benefit of 
replacement, the source ex- 
plained that a 1980 taxi for 
example is likely to fetch ID 

10.000. But the price is 
actually JD 2,000 for the car 
itself and JD 8,000 for file 
“taxi stamp” which will be 
put on the new car. As such, 
the taxi owner will only be 
giving away a car for JD 

2.000. But. with a new car 
costing about JD 10,000 taxi 
owners stand to benefit for 
customs exemptions that 
would have been in the range 
of JD 15,000. 

irk CAR DEALERS sup- 
ported the views of the asso- 
ciation and the taxi owners 
noting that the government 
should allow the transfer of 
public cars to private cars to 
give taxi owners a worthy 
package. The dealers pointed 
out that cars manufactured 
between 1980 and 1989 were 
still in good condition and 
that it is illogical to retire a 
1989 car at a time of high 
need for transportation facili- 
ties. 

Owners of old taxis said 
they would not mind giving 
guarantees to sell their old 
cars upon replacing them 
with new ones. They said that 
that would be “a gift from the 
government to the people,” 
and would be a good step to 
make feel a real drop in the 
prices of used cars. 

Majdi A1 Nashashibi (Cit- 
roen dealer) agreed that ser- 
vice cabs had aged long ago 
and had become unsafe and 
unfit to stay on the roads, but 
he disagreed with those de- 
manding that public cars be 
turned private “because of 
the availability of cheap and 
modern cars.” Another car 
dealer. Rushdi A1 Nobani, 
said be believed the new cars 
will be American and, as 
such, the public fleet of trans- 
port will be of one type. He 
described as catastrophic the 
condition that a taxi owner 
cannot resell his new car for 
ten or 20 years but it wonld 
be good and acceptable if 
there was a freedom to sell 
anytime. Mr. Nobani hoped 
the government would allow 
turning ‘85-‘89 cars to the 
private category instead of 
soaping them because “that 
will activate the car market 
and will serve the people by 
making available ‘new* cars 
at very acceptable prices.” 

Ali A! Amaireh, another 
car dealer, expressed donbt 
on the capability of taxi own- 
ers to replace their old cars 
due to the lack of cash. 
However, he hoped that ‘80- 
‘89 cars be turned to the 
private category because it is 
better than scrapping them 

A^dul Razzak Moheiddin 
hailed the government's plan 
for the modernisation “that 
will cleanse the street from all 
cars which do not reflect Jor- 
dan’s modem image.” He 
said if large numbers of cars 
are put in scrap yards and 
allowed to be used for spare 
parts, then “the market will 
be flooded with spares at 
practically no cost.” 

Hani Al Momani said the 
market was in a state of 
confusion with some people 
preferring not to sell and 
others preferring not to buy. 
He noted, however, that ser- 
vice cabs without the 
“stamp” would not be worth 
more than JD 2,500. 

Taxi owner Ma’moun AJ 
Abdallat said he cannot 
afford to replace his car with 
a new one. He added that 70 
per cent of public cars were 
hypothecated for banks. 

Other people welcomed 
the plan on the hope that would 
lead to a drop in prices (AJ Dustour + 
A1 Aswaq). 

kit THE JERUSALEM In- 
surance Company collected 
■1D5.6 million in premiums 
kst year, 8.2 per cent more 
than in 1993. But the earn- 
ings were below the com- 
pany's projection. The com- 
pany attributed the shortfall 
to a decline in premiums in 
*he general accidents categ- 
ory whereas other premiums 
racr eased by about 15 per 
over the 1993 premiums. 
\AI Aswaq). 


Arabs plan 

$100 million 

tourism 

company 

DAMASCUS (R) — The 
Union of Arab Banks (UAB) 
is planning to establish a 
company with an authorised 
capital of $100 million to 
promote inter- Arab tourism, 
the UAB's chief was quoted 
on Sunday as saying. 

Mahmoud Abdul Aziz told 
the official Syrian daily 
Tishreen the company would 
aim at improving tourist ser- 
vices and build hotels and 
other tourist projects in an 
effort to encourage Arabs to 
visit Arab rather than foreign 
countries. 

He said Arab nationals 
were spending annually over 
$40 billion on tourism in non- 
Arab states while their 
spending on tourism in Arab 
countries .did not exceed S3 
billion. 

“We believe we could dou- 
ble the three billion in one 
year if we work seriously to 
promote inter-Arab tour- 
ism,” he said. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz said his 
Beirut-based UAB will call a 
meeting within the next five 
weeks to announce the estab- 
lishment of the company 
which will have a paid up 
capital of $25 million. 

He said Syrian Prime 
Minister Mahmoud AJ Zu’bi 
expressed support to the idea 
while Lebanon, Egypt, Tuni- 
sia and Morocco wowed big 
interest. 


World arms suppliers vie for growing Mideast market 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
More than 600 arms produc- 
ers from around the world 
have flocked to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) for a 
major defence show, hoping 
to grab a share of the growing 
Middle East militar y market. 

Some of them have already 
tried to lure potential buyers 
with offers of joint defence 
ventures in the region, exten- 
sive training and mainte- 
nance services for their 
clients. 

While such dominant sup- 
pliers as the United States, 
France and Britain are com- 
peting to grab a larger slice of 
the cake, relative newcomers 
to the oil-rich Gulf like South 
Africa and Russia hope they 
will establish a foothold. 

Both countries reported 
encouraging negotiations at 
the 1993 defence show in 
Abu Dhabi, where they exhi- 
bited sophisticated tanks and 
missiles. 

Russian delegates said 
more contacts were held after 
the 1993 show for possible 
arms deals, while South Afri-. 
ca opened an office in Abu 
Dhabi last year to coordinate 
defence sales between' its 
companies and the Gulf. 

Both countries have 
already sold defence equip- 
ment to some Gulf nations 
but the deals were negligible 
compared with Western 
sales, military experts said. 

The five-day ground and 
naval arms show, which 
opened Sunday, coincides 
uith plans by the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(March 13— March 17, 1995) 

AMMAN — The dollar depredated sharply against the 
mark and yen last week, while it depredated modestly 
against sterling. It ended the week 2.02 per cent lower 
against the yen, 1.86 per cent lower against the marie and 
0.64 per cent lower against sterling. 

The U.S. unit declined against other major currendes 
Monday 13/3/1995, as traders reacted to a report in the 
New York Times Journal. The report indicated that the 
Federal Reserve Bank might not tighten its monetary 
policy in the short term as the economic activity is slowing 
down and inflationary rates are declining as well. 

The dollar rose against other major currendes Tuesday, 
however. The dollar’s rise came on the bade of the mark’s 
decline against other European currendes. The mark’s 
weakness was attributed to dealers' expectations that the 
Bundesbank might lower the German interest rates on its 
next meeting, which was scheduled on Thursday 16/3/199 5, 
to curb the pressures of a rising mark. Meanwhile, U.S. 
retail sales figures showed a decline of 0.5 per cent during 
February. 

The dollar declined sharply against other major curren- 
des Wednesday, as the mark reasserted its rise against 
other European currendes. The mark rose sharply against 
the Italian lire, the French franc, and the Spanish peseta as 
a result of political and economic problems. The dollar’s 
weakness was also attributed to fire U.S. financial market's 
decline. The U.S. fin and al markets declined on the release 
of a government report about factory conditions and the 
wholesale prices statistics causing investors to deduce that 
the U.S. economy is experiendng accelerating growth rate. 

The dollar rose against other major currendes Thursday, 
however, on rumours that the Federal Reserve Bank, the 
Bank of Japan and the Bundesbank might coordinate a 
joint intervention to prop the U.S. unit. 

On Friday, the dollar depredated sharply against the 
mark and the yen while rising marginally against sterling. 
Reports indicated that the mark continued its rise against 
other European currendes as investors sought the mark as 
safe-haven currency. Flow of funds from the U.S. unit to 
the mark and the yen also contributed to the dollar’s 
weakness. 


New York Closing Races for Major Curr*r 
UJS. Dollar 


Against the 


10/3/95 


17/3/95 


Percent 

Change 


77/3/7995 


Sterling Pound* 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 


Euro-Curre ncy Interest Batos 

f ” 70/3/7905 77/3/7995 

Currency 1-MoiUhiNl l-V«r i\l l-Maalb iSi l-Vrar |‘ 

U.S. Dollar 6 {f0 6 6g b 0n ft,*; 

Sterling Pound 6.34 7.75 6. 79 7.6: 

Deutsche Mark J.fl 5.43 4. U 5.3! 

Swta Franc 3.50 4. 19 3.50 3.9t 

French Franc s./g 7.50 6.25 7 .6! 

Japanese Yen Z.7S • 2.57 2.0 9 2,fl< 

I filer hunk hid rail' l«r iwtnpiu. rvw*illnii l s muiur. l.iKKi.oiHi or eqmvmkmi 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Dates J9/3/ 7995 


I-Moalhiti 

l-Yrar i%l 

l-Maalb i%i 

1-VrRT iV) 

6.00 

O .66 

b.00 

ft - A/ 

6.34 

7.75 

6. 19 

7.62 

4.tl 

5.43 

4.11 

5.37 

3.5 0 

4.19 

3.50 

3.96 

6.1 2 

7.5 0 

6.1 5 

7.65 

Z.7S - 

2.37 

1.09 

2.00 


Currency 
U.S. Dollar 

Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen' 3, 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
I Lallan Lir a 1 * 

Belgian Franc 


0.6660 


0.4955 


0.1 362 
0.766“ 
0.4391 


1.0917 

0.4960 


0.13&9 


0.4415 


states to beef up their armies 
following the shock 1990 Ira- 
qi invasion of Kuwait. 

Experts said the GCC, a 
14-year-old economic, poli- 
tical and defence alliance, 
would likely account for 
more than half the total de- 
fence expenditure of the 22- 
member Arab League in the 
next decade. 

Defence spending is fore- 
cast at between $60 and $80 
billion over the coming five 
years although the Arabs are 
heading for a comprehensive 
peace deal with Israel after 
decades of hostility including 
four major wars. 


“The Middle East has be- 
come the fastest growing 
market in world war military 
equipment,” said Brigadier 
Sultan Al Suweidi of the 
UAE army, which is organis- 
ing the show. "The defence 
exhibition in Abu Dhabi pro- 
vides an ideal {dace for arms 
exporters and importers to 
discuss deals.” 

Sheikh Suweidi, speaking 
to reporters Saturday, said 
the UAE would announce 
new arms deals but did not 
give details or name the sup- 
pliers. 

Military sources said the 
UAE had been negotiating 


with some countries for the 
purchase of frigates as well as 
anti-submarine helicopters. 
U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Ron Brown, who visited the 
Emirates last month, said he 
was hopeful the United 
States would win the frigate 
deal. 

France is again displaying 
its Leclerc battle tank, 436 of 
which have been ordered by 
the UAE under a multi- 
biliion-dollar package 
announced at the 1993 show. 

France is the UAE’s big- 
gest arms supplier and milit- 
ary sources said they ex- 
pected more deals following 


ZUMQMDVZV IT I NANC 1 2UL, MARKET 
HOUSING BUNK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANZ 
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ORGANISED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 19/03/1995 




COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK Pic 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / HEN 
MIDDLE BAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

THE HOUSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK 

BEIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

PHIL ADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

BANKS SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
BOLT LAND INSURANCE 


NO. OF 
SHARKS 
TRADED 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


PKSV. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

187.500 188.000 


INSURANC 


SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER! 158.50 
CHANGE t +0.13Z 


INDEX NUMBER: 136.33 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORD AN NAT IONAL SHIPPING LINES 

JORDA N PRE SS FOU NDAT ION / ALRA'l 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 


1.560 

1.490 

5.000 

3.080 

11.750 

3.480 


1.560 

1.480 

5.000 

3.050 

11.250 

3.410 


5ERVICES 


SECTOR 


JORDAN TOBACCO A CIGARETTES 

ATTANQKEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POIASH/NSW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF INERT 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL G AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MTT.T-B 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN PAPER 8 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

SPINNING £ WEAVING • 

HAFXA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT & INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT A ZNSRHATIQHAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK 8 POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

N ATION AL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETHO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 8 MATCH/ JDKXJ 

JORDAN SULP BO— CHEMICALS 

AR AB CE NTER FOR PHARM. 8 CHEMICALS 

KAWTHKR INVESTMENT ' 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


154 

500 

9026 

650 

420 

100 

7250 

4178 

511 

1600 

1000 

2750 

11850 

4976 

3750 

2700 

33800 

1700 

800 

250 

450 

300 

2150*u: 

. . 250.. . 

11000 
4950 


INDEX NUMBER! 127.65 
CHANGE : -1.10Z 


27.000 26.000 


INDUSTRIAL 


GRAND TOTAL 


SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER: 118.93 
CHANGE : -0.53* 

INDEX NUMBER! 140.01 
CHANGE 5 -0.19* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


109791 

121161 


JORDAN . IMA 


FOR RENT 

Many ap a rtme n ts and vfllas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many Ustinos of 
\ri0a8, ftats, and bufldng lots 


J A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelfiyeh 


Commerc ial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TaL 81 8605/81 0600 
818520 
Fax: 810820 


DOLLAR 

RENTACAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Shmeisani 

Td: 693399 


rlat.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 

^''HOSPITALITY 

✓^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

d IjiUR d * \ -.Itt 4 aaW 
i.ljA 

863944 - 8*1 6890 


-j&r * ~ 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman. 


r.-WEV-ia 


REAL ESTATE 

T«L8642SO 

Fax. 864231 


cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 



RENTA 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL: 6 / 819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 

! WE HAVfc NO OTHER BRANCHES 


JON'S SALON 





English 

Speaking 

Staff 


Duracfean 


"Flower Fresh ’ ? cleaning ■ 
for. homes andbusinesses. 

mM 

— .'lailR CARPET CLEANING | 



FURNITURE CLEANING 


TEL 836692 


‘TRgtfaurant ^Tapas 

Open- T)ailty 
■ from 

12a.m. - 12p.m. 

i Jehel- (Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel 61 50 61 


their recent defence pact. 

Giat Industries, which 
makes Leclerc tanks, has 
already embarked on plans to 
launch civilian projects joint- 
ly with the UAE private sec-, 
tor under an offset agree- 
ment. 

Another French firm, 
Thomson-CSF, is also ex- 
pected to announce the laun- 
ching of a garment factory in 
fine with an offset deal with 
the UAE. 

Organisers said they had 
invited nearly 40,000 military 
delegates, including 50 de- 
fence ministers, for the show 
which includes helicopters, 
tanks, missiles, artillery, 
guns, frigates and a Dutch 
«»Wnarine. 


They said new weapons 
would be exhibited for the 
first time in the Middle East. 

Other participants in the 
exhibition, which comple- 
ments an air show held in 
neighbouring Dubai every 
two years, including India. 
Ukraine, Indonesia, Austra- 
lia, Canada, Romania, South 
Korea, Germany, Italy, Chi- 
na and Brazil. 

Sheikh Suweidi said the> 
exhibition and accompanying : 
military conference provided 
a forum for military decision- 
makers in companies, armed . 
forces and governments from 
around the world to meet, do 
business and exchange in- 
formation. 


Ministry, traders 
at odds over coffee 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — Despite in- 
stability in coffee prices 
in the international mar- 
ket, the secretary- 
general of the Ministry 
of Supply, Mustafa 
Khliefat, says the minis- 
try will keep prices with- 
in the present range of 
JD 4.40 to JD 5 per 
kilogramme. 

Importers and traders 
on the other hand insist 
that the government 
should take its hands off 
the market and stay 
away from fixing prices 
since the fluctuations in 
the international market 
are too wide for anyone 
to determine a fixed 
price. 

In July 1994, the 
Ministry of Supply de- 
cided to float the prices 
of coffee and leave it to 
market forces to deter- 
mine the cost. But in 
August 1994, less than a 
month after the deci- 
sion, international prices 
of the commodity went 
down and the govern- 
ment reimposed rts con- 
trolled price. 

“It was a managed 
flotation,*’ said an offi- 
cial at tiie Ministry of 
Supply who asked not to 
be identified. “When the 
international prices of 
coffee dropped, and 
prices in Jordan did not. 


did not. 


the ministry made a 
gentleman’s agreement 
with the importers to 
keep the prices at a ceil- 
ing of JD 4.40 per kilog- 
ramme for second grade 
coffee and JD 5 for first 
grade.” 

The ministry says local 
prices should not go 
beyond this range. But 
the commodity is trading 
in the market around JD 
6 per kilogramme. One 
importer who denied the 
existence of the “gentle- 
man’s agreement” with 
the ministry, said: 

“We do not comply 
with the ministry’s 
prices. The public wants 
quality, and we cannot 
provide quality for JD 
4.40 a kilo.” 

Within the Ministry of 
Supply itself, there is di- 
vided opinion on the 
issue. 

“Coffee importers 
have the right to raise 
local prices if the inter- 
national prices of coffee 
go up,” said one official. 
But Mr. Khleifat insists 
that “prices should stay 
within the range.” 

“There is no need to 
worry about a price in- 
crease at the present,” ( 
he siad with confidence.* 

Jordan imports 2,500 
tonnes of coffee per year 
from 15 countries, but 
most comes from India, 
Uganda, Costa Rica, 
Brazil, and Ecuador. 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
*b» 30% to rpor 


loquefte 

/Restaurant 


, FRENCH Ql 
ENJQI Lt 


Ffmm on largo- 
ant 20 x 30 cm 


Bank. Phone: 80404 
Swefieh td: 823891 





7 RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 
— Real Stones 1 / 

- ’ LOVffl BAND : €Ufm+ PfAjfO " _ 

(+ 4-) Tel: 863944 " : 


SZEBHWftN fiftRBEtt 
EHIHEK RSSTAtUUUfT 

Mol CUmn Foods 



iiix-txi&ot. 


TU» awmy h avmNaNm 

Shut MArabStmel 
Um UhaMi C&rnwpV Cartm 

ToU 881174 

.lace luted Atautuud 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

1 K l S? n ’ 3:30 Am- 

8:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
a TeU 861838 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 












Sports 


Michael Jordan returns to Bulls lineup 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan said it all 
with two words: “Fra back.” 

No one, not his once and 
future National Basketball 
Association (NBA) team the 
Chicago Bulls, not his NBA 
rivals, and certainly not mil- 
lions of fans across the coun- 
try, doubt he will again 
dominate the sport he left 
less than two years ago. 

“He walked in this morn- 
ing, shook my hand and said, 
* It’s a done deal',” Bulls 
coach Phil Jackson said 
Saturday. 

Jordan will rejoin the team 
he led to three NBA titles for 
the game agains t the Indiana 
Pacers in Indianapolis. 

“I think after having him 
on the floor tomorrow, m be 
able to describe it. ..maybe I 
won't be able to describe it,” 
Jackson said. “But once we 
see him out there in that red 
uniform playing for the Chi- 
cago Bulls, that'll be the 
emotional moment we've 
looked for and we’ve all 
waited for.” 

The Bulls put rookie Dick- 
ey Simpkins on the injured 
list to make room for Jordan 
on the 12 -man roster, but 
Jackson said he did not know 
yet how many minutes Jor- 
dan would play against the 
Pacers. 

“He knows he's going to be 
tired in this kind of contest, 
where he hasn't played a 
48-minute game," Jackson 
said. “The only way he can 
prepare for it is game con- 
ditioning. So we’ll try to save 
him for six, seven-minute 
bursts to start with and see 
how his conditioning is right 
away.” 

Jordan is in shape from his 
abbreviated baseball career. 

He shocked the basketball 


Highlights of Michael 
Jordan’s career 


ft Member of University 
of North Carolina national 
championship team in 1982. 
ft Chicago Bulls Number 
One draft choice in 1984 and 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion Rookie of the Year 1984- 
85. 

ft Member of United States 
gold medal-winning Olympic 
teams in 1984 and 1992. 
ft Led Bulls to three straight 
NBA Championships, in 
1991, 1992 and 1993. 
ft Won three NBA regular 
season Most Valuable Player 
awards: in 1988, 1991 and 
1992 

ft Won three consecutive 
NBA finals MVPs in 1991-93. 
ft Won seven consecutive 
NBA scoring titles from 
1987-93 

ft Named NBA All-Star 
Game MVP in 1988. 
ft Bulls’ all-time leading 
scorer and NBA 15th all-time 
leading scorer with 21^41 
points. 

ft Scored career-best 69 
points against Cleveland on 


world when be retired on 
October 6 , 1993, only 30 
years old and still at his peak. 

Once retired he turned to 
baseball, trying to live out a 
boyhood dream of playing 
major league ball. But the 
turmoil caused by the play- 
ers' strike put paid to that 
two weeks ago. 

Ever since Jordan quit 
baseball and returned to Chi- 
cago. the rumour mill has 
been grinding. 

When he turned up to 
practice with the Bulls last 
week, speculation that he 


March 28. 1990. 

* Scored a playoff-record 63 
points in a 1986 first-round 
game against Boston, 
ft Has scored 50 or more 
points 34 times, 
ft Set an NBA record with 23 
consecutive points against 
Atlanta in 1987. 
ft Holds career record for 
highest-point5 per game aver- 
age in regular season at 32.3. 
☆ Holds career record for 
highest-points per game aver- 
age in playoffs, 34.6. 
ft In 1989 he tied single- 
game record for most free 
throws made in one quarter, 
14, against Utah, 
ft Retired from the NBA on 
October 6 , 1993. 
ft Batted .202 in a five month 
spell with the Birmingham 
Barons minor league baseball 
team in 1994. 

ft Announced his retirement 
from baseball because of 
obstacles posed by the major 
league players' strike on 
March- 10, 1994. 
ft Announced his return to 
the NBA on March 18, 1995. 

would “unretire" reached 
fever pitch. 

Jordan finally put a stop to 
the questions with bis terse 
statement, issued through his 
agent: “Fm back.” 

The Bulls followed up with 
another ironically low-key 
announcement. 

“Michael Jordan today in- 
formed the Chicago Bulls 




Chicago Bulb coach PbQ Jackson talk*; to the 
Michael Jordan to the team (AFP photo) 


press after the return of basketball star 


that he is ending his retire- 
ment from professional bas- 
ket bail,” the statement said. 
“He will make his return to 
the Bulls lineup tomorrow 
when the Bulls face the Indi- 
ana Pacers.” 

Joitlan is still on the club's 
payroll under a contract that 
runs until next year. 

It was not dear if the Bulls, 
owned by Jeny Reinsdorf, ' 
could negotiate to change or 
extend Jordan’s contract, 
since dubs are banned from 
bargaining with players until 
a new collective bargaining 
agreement is in place. 


“Obviously, he s talked 
with Jerry,” the Bulls source 
$aid. “But what they’ve 
talked about is anybody’s 
guess.” 

When Jordan left the 
NBA, he said: “I just feel I 
don’t have anything else to 
prove.” 

. With all the hype sur- 
I wading hie return, be 'will 
now be expected to prove 
even more. 

“I feel a little sorry for 
him,” said' backup Bulls 
guard Steve Kerr. “I 
wouldn’t want all that press- 
ure. All the blame and glory 


will be on his shoulders.’" 

Three players remain from 
the Bulls of Jordan’s days, 
forward Scottie Pippen, 
guard B.J. Armstrong and 
centre Will Perdue. 

Center Bill Wennington 
said he and other recent 
arrivals were looking forward 
to playing with Jordan. 

“A lot of us are excited," 
he said. “It’ll be neat. There 
will be some adjustments, but 
.Michael is talented and he 
already knows the offense. 
He brings everyone’s level 
.up.” 


Stich loses, Graf wins in second round 


FOR RENT 

Luxurious Americarvstyte 2 floor apl/roof: Shmeisani, 3 bed- 
rooms. 2 sitting rooms & dining room, spacious receptions & 
terraces (with in-built barbecue). 2 fireplaces, private elevator & 
garage. 

ft Optional connection by elevator to 2 bedroom; apartment/ 
office. Note; This apt, can be rented separately. 

Tel. 605838 


FOR RENT 

JTyee bedroom, two bathroom, kitchen, separate central 
heating anrf entrance, "small garden, 'building tbf-two 
family living only. 

Location: Adjacent to Mecca Street behind Jwaico. 
Kitchen Co., rent negotiable. 

Tel. 863647 


KEY BISCAYNE (R) — It 
was a good day and a bad day 
for high profile German play- 
ers at the S4.1 million Upton 
Championships on Satmday 
as second-seeded Steffi Graf 
won, but fifth-seeded 
Michael Stich flopped. 

The confident defending 
champion and second-ranked 
Graf dominated American 
Ginger Helgeson Nielsen 6-2 
6-3 in a 71-minute second- 
round match. 

In contrast, the eighth- 
ranked Stich put in less than 
his best effort in a second- 
round, loss to America 
Michael J%ce"6-3 6-2 iii 61- 
minutes. 

All the seeded players in 
the Lipton Championships 
received first round byes. 



As they did on Friday, two • 
torrential downpours delayed 
play on Saturday and back- 
logged scheduled matches. 

Other second-round vic- 
tors on Saturday were third- 
seeded Jana Novotna of the 
Czech Republic, who defe- 
ated countrywoman Petra 
Langrova 6-2 6-0 seventh- 
seeded Jim Courier of the 
U.S. beat Jean-Philippe Fleu- ‘ 
rian of France 6-3 64 and 
lOth-seeded Andrei Med- 
vedev of the Ukraine beat 
Lionel Roux of France 64 
. .6-7J1-7) 6-3... ,• .......... .... 

• T*n mteresting-^ret^ 

round' match , 1 A nieriffi r PgT-"' 

' ri«*Rostagn 6 , pTSjfag^ri to? 
first tournament since the’ 
1993 U.S. Open, won a hard 
fought 64 3-6 6-2 battle over 
Mark Petcfaey of Britain. 

Rostagno spent much of 


the last '19 months curing a 
persistent elbow problem and 
working for a college degree. 

Rostagno’ s second-round 
opponent, top-seeded Pete 
Samp ras, is likely to be more 
of a handful for the returning 
American to conquer. 

“He looks as beatable- as - 
ever,” Rostagno half-joked 
about Sampras, knowing that 
he's beaten the world's top- 
ranked player both times 
they’ve played. 

Stich. the 1991 Wimbledon 
champion and former 
sccond-rankcd'^jlayer in the- 
world* *05 not offer r . 

mg^jbe ’fW5 ..an ; ;acceptable^ 
sampling of his talents. 

“It was physical and men- 
tal,” Stich said. “I had a little 
problem with my back. It was 
very sore. I couldn't really 
serve the way 1 wanted to and 


move sideways to balls I had 
to get. Mentally, I am just 
not in a good frame of mind 
where I just can concen- 
trate.” 

For the 126th-ranked 
Joyce, the victory over Stich 
is ms biggest success to date. 

Saturday's win marks his 
first triumph over a player 
ranked in the top 10 and the 
first time in his career he's 
won two matches at one tour 
event. 

“I am actually surprised it 
was pretty easy,” said a jubi- 
liant Joyce. “He didn't play 
iso' weii and; I pfeye&really 

• nught^/at the 

s^Sd^tjrKthf dOWfirii 
kind of shocking.” . 

Joyce did his homework 
prior to the match, asking 
fellow pros for a scouting 
report on Stidi. 


SAFEWAY 

in conjunction with the 

Australian Meat & 
Live-Stock Corporation 
presents 

The Famous Australian 
Master Butcher 

BRETT SLADE 


Exclusively at: 
Safeway 

4.00p.m. to 8.00p.m. 

20 - 21 - 22 - March 1995 
9.00a.m. - 12.00p.m. 

23 March 1995 

Australian Master Butcher, 
Brett Slade, will provide 
advice on how to select, 
prepare, cook and 
present meat for various dishes 

See the display of freshly 
prepared sheepmeat, 
taste the quality and 
learn how to choose 
“the right meat” 
for the right dish 



MS WORD 6.0 (Arabic/English) White Box 


MS Excel 5.0 (Arabic/English) 


MS Excel 5.0 (Arabic/English) White Box 


MS OFFICE PRO 4.3 ( Arabic/English) 



Offer valid while stock lasts. 
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Australian 


SAFEWA! 


Baal JT/m 

“ Australian 
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information 


Special Systems, P.O.Box 9162 Amman 11191 Jordan 
Tel. 664221, Fax. 681557, Tbc. 21123 SPLSYS JO 
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Qatar likely to stage Youth 

Soccer Championships 


DOHA (AP) — Qatar has 
emerged as the likely venue 
for this year’s World Youth 
Soccer Championship after 
Nigeria was prevented from 
cftj gW the competition by 
the" World Soccer Federa- 
tion, sources said Sunday. 

A four-man delegation 
from the Switzerland head- 
quarters of the federation, 
known by its French initials 
FIFA, flew to Doha Satur- 
day to inspect the facilities. 

Although local soccer 
officials refused to discuss 
the plans on the record, 
sources said FIFA is ex- 
pected to ratify the choice 
of Qatar early next week. 
The sources spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

A source at the Qatar 
Football Association said 
they were “very optimistic” 
the two- week tournament 
could start on April 13. 


Nigeria had the under -19 
competition between 15 
teams taken away because 
of fears over health and 
security arrangements in 
the West African country. 

The Qatar authorities say 
they are confident they 
have both the facilities am] 
experience to stage the 
tournament on such short 
notice. 

The country's major in- 
ternational stadium has a 
50,000-seat capacity. There 
are four other grounds m 
the capital which can 
accommodate 20,000 spec- 
tators. 

In 1993, Qatar hosted die 
Asian qualifying round of 
the World Cup, which in- 
cluded an explosive mixture 
of teams like Iraq, Iran, 
North and South Korea. 
The tournament passed 
without major incident. 
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Jordan Time? 
Tel: 667171 


REQUIRED 

• _ 

Teachers of English for summer school. English : 
native speakers "preferably graduates" to * - - 
teach children and adults. >• 

For further information, please call Tel. No. * 
680726, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. ; . ~ 




FOR RENT 

Ground floor with small garden, garage, one bed- 
room, salon, central heating, telephone, utilities. 
Location: Shmeisani, Abu Sufi an Street, behind. 
Marriott Hotel near Sipal Rowers Shop. 

Call Tel.: 663260 (home), 664599 (office) 


l*c 

m 

•: 1.1* 

j :».! J 
■Vr :! 
irU 

C.imrs 


FOR RENT 

Two opposite furnished apartments for 
rent on the first floor. Each one consists 
of ‘3’ bedrooms, living room, *3’ bath- 
rooms, kitchen, big salon, balcony, and 
telephone. . . . 

Location: Jabal Amgian, 3rdCircle~near 
Goetha -Institute. ^ .. 

For more information please call: 
Tel.: 647471 




A LEADING COMPANY HAS A VACAN- / - 

CY FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: i JflENT A 

A- Assistant Accountant with the following FURNISHED { 

• qualifications: . L « 

1. University degree in Accounting. .-L-- L * '* a 

2. Good command in English language. :c#r 

3. 1-2 years experience in the same field. * 1 ^ * 

B. Female Secretary: ^ 1rri »r T#L: 

1. Secretarial skills. •MS**. 

2. Good command in En glish language. 

Qualified candidates are required to submit their 
academic and experience documents together 
with resume and a recent passport photograph 
to: 

Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 911 
Amman 11118 - Jordan 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES. 
CO LTD 


Announces the invitation to 
tender 
No.: 17F/95 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 

17F/95 for the supply of (120 metric turns of. 
open cast gelatine and 500,000 Pcs electric 
detonators) v 

The tender documents are available at: 

JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- Jl n " * - 

ment, until 2:00 p.m. local time Monday 3.4. •» f 

1 995. Application for documents should be QS h ( 

accompanied by a non-ref undab le fee of ~ A v 

JD (35) for each set of tender documents. ~>i\ : ... 

The closing date for submitting bids is ,v ’ ' • i - 
12:00 hours local time Monday 10th April ''■Sfnw, 

1995. tDl- 11 

Sameh Madani f ATn 

Managing Director 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 I Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Richard Gere & Sharon Stone 
In 




Shows: 12:30. 3*-30, 6:15, 8J0. 10J0 


KUFFS 


Shows: 1230, 330, 5:00. 630. 830. 1030 


Cinema TeJ.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘1’ 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 1230, 3:15, 6:00. 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD *2* 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 5:45, 11:00 ] 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AIRMOUN THEATRE 

Musa Hijazin “Sum’a” 

in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad A1 Shawaqfa 
dally on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa A1 Agha In the 
children’s play 

☆☆ Sa’di’s Return ☆☆ 


Te),: 675571 

NabflAlMasMntTfeaatg* 

‘ " Presents ' 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available air 
day 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 6251S5 

AHLAN THEATRE -j 

’ -I'U J t * L 

Presents: 

The political satire: : 

AL SALAM Y A SALAlU 

at 8:36 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal' 
625155 

The theatre Is closed 1 
Saturdays & Sundays - 
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Shearer fires Blackburn 
six points clear 
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' LONDON (AFP) — Black- 
burn Rovers went six points 
dear at the top of the English 
' Premiership Saturday with a 
2-1 victory over Chelsea 
which brought the Londoners 
down to earth with a bump. 

Chelsea’s stirring midweek 
victory over FC Brugge took 
them into the semi-finals of 
the European Cup Winners 
Cup, and their sky-high 
morale even earned them a 
1-0 lead over Rovers on 
Saturday. 

But Blackburn’s England 
striker Alan Shearer cancel- 
led out Malic Stem’s third- 
minute header with his 100th 
league goal and captain Tim 
■' Sherwood added the second 
in the 36th. 

Shearer said: “It was an 
important win and it’s great 
to be in this position after 
lawK life at tbe bottom with 
^Southampton. 

' “Obviously it’s nice to 
achieve the milestone. 
Graeme Le Saux set up the 
'chance for me on a plate.** 

While Shearer was typical- 
. ly modest about his achieve- 
ment. Chelsea manager 
Glenn Hoddle paid tribute to 
die all-round qualities of En- 
gland’s most dangerous 
centre-forward. 

“Shearer has strength in 
the air, strength on the ball 
and pace. He has self-belief 
but be hasn’t got an ego. He 
-works hard for the team,” 
said Hoddle. 

Chelsea were weakened by 
an injury crisis that has dep- 
rived them of 11 squad [day- 
era and four first-team regu- 
lars, including inspirational 
midfielder Dennis Wise. 

Wise has a thigh injury but 
that may turn out to be the 
1 least of his worries if he fails 
. in his appeal against the 
three-month jail sentence be 
received after being con- 
1 victed on Monday of assault- 
ing a taxi driver last October. 

Blackburn’s impressive 
lead may only last 24 hours as 
second-placed Manchester 
United, who play Liverpool 
at Anfield on Sunday, con- 
tinue their bid for a third 
consecutive Premiership title. 

Dutch playmaker Bryan 
Roy engineered a 3-0 win for 
Nottingham Forest against 
Southampton, whose mana- 
ger Alim Ball decided 'to keep 
his front-page goalkeeper 
Brace Grobbelaar on the 
substitutes' bench. 

Roy opened the scoring 
after 38 minutes, Stan Colly- 


more rattled home the 
second from 10 yards and the 
Dutchman notched his 
second in the 81st minute 
with a glorious volley past 
David Beasant in the Saints' 
goal. 

Grobbelaar, along with 
Wimbledon’s Hans Segers 
and Aston Villa's John 
Fashanu, were among five 
people released from custody 
on Wednesday pending furth- 
er inquiries by Hampshire 
police into alleged roatch- 
rigging. 

All three have been 
cleared by the Football Asso- 
ciation to continue playing 
for their dubs as the inves- 
tigation into a corruption net- 
work involving Far East bet- 
ting syndicates continues. 

Saints boss Alan Ball said 
that he had omitted Grobbe- 
laar because he did not want 
to expose him to further 
pressure. 

Ball said: “I decided to 
leave Brace out on the way 
up on the coach yesterday. 
You wouldn’t treat a dog the 
way he’s been treated this 
week and, strong and resi- 
lient as he is, I didn’t want to 
subject him to a game. 

“He would have played 
without a shadow of a doubt 
because he is that type of 
person. But I took the deci- 
sion for him because I 
thought it was right and he 
understands because he’s a 
good professional and a good 
person.” 

Leeds United did their bid 
for a place in next season’s 
UEFA Cup a power of good, 
beating Coventry 34) at El- 
land Road. 

Anthony Yeboah scored 
his fifth goal in the last three 
games to put Leeds 1-0 np 
and an own-goal by Coventry 
keeper Jonathan Gould and a 
cracker from Rod Wallace 
put the result beyond doubt. 

Jurgen Klinsmann got the 
82nd minute winner for Spurs 
in their 1-0 victory over bot- 
tom club Leicester City, 
while fellow German Uwe 
Rosier was a similar hero for 
Manchester City at Maine 
Road. 

Gny Whittingham and 
Graham Hyde put Wednes- 
day in the driving seat with 

g oalsJn the : first zQ.orinntps,. 
ut Rosier pulled one back 
for City with his 17th goal of 
tire season. 

Paul Walsh got tbe equalis- 
er for tbe home side before 
Rosier struck again with a 
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■ FOR RENT j'+t}* 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

ft Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 
ft One bedroom living room K & B. 
ft Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 




Unfurnished one floor apartment, 300 sq m., 
1 master bedroom, 2 more bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, large kitchen, living area & large 
salon. The building situated in a prestigious 
location, consists of 2 floors only, each has a 
separate entrance and a garden. The 
apartment is specially recommended for 
Diplomatic staff & foreign nationals, and 

available for short or long term rental contract 


HATc# 11 Location: Jabai Amman- 4th circle 

_ , near Zahran Post Office. 

) LTD 

in V i 13 *^ ■’ For interested individuals only, please contact: 

e r Mr. Mufeed, Tel: 679272 

r/oc from SfeOO am till 2:00 pm. 


II The British Council 

Cordially invites you to a presentation entitled 

"ACCESS TO lBRITISH HIGHER 
EDUCATION" 


*• by 

$£ Dr Iain Bride 

| ! Director of Overseas Relations of the University of 

*■ ’ ' Manchester Institute of Science and Technology. 


» " fhe presentation will outline the various ways in 

* students can become eligible for study at 

diversities in The United Kingdom. There will be 
j® opportunity for you to ask questions; and light 
politic** -Refreshments will be available at the end. 

la# vA 

^ ^ ^ ? Monday 20 March at 6 JO pm 
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Swiss Schneider snatches World Cup title 


fine 15-yard winner on 85 
. minutes. 

England striker Les Ferdi- 
nand put Queens Park Ran- 
gers 1-0 up over Everton with 
his 20th goal of the season, 
bnt the Merseysiders re- 
sponded with more proof of 
their re-discovered fighting 
spirit. 

Stuart Barlow bagged a 
first equaliser, before Ferdi- 
nand knocked the ball down 

for Stephen Gallen to put 
Rangers 2-1 up, only for an 
own goal by Alan McDonald 
to make it all square. 

A point each seemed cer- 
tain until the final seconds, 
when Everton were awarded 
a free-luck 25 yards out. 
Andy Jfindhdifie stepped np 
and his bullet drive rattled 
into the back of tbe net for a 
. dramatic 3-2 victory. 

Wimbledon hardman Vm- 
nie Jones got on the 
scores heet against Crystal 
Palace in tbeir south London 
derby and Marcos Gayle 
made ft 2-0 to shunt Palace 
deeper into the relegation 
zone. 

John Moncur and Don 
Hutchison gave relegation 
stragglers West Ham a much- 
needed boost with a goal 
apiece in their 24) win at 
Aston Villa, who are also far 
from comfortable in the bot- 
tom half of tiie table. 

No stopping Paris 
SL Germain 

French champions Paris St. 
Germain reached their 
second semi-final in three 
days on Saturday, when they 
beat Nancy 2-0 in tbe last 
eight of the French Cup. 

After toppling Johan 
Cruyff’s Barcelona on 
Wednesday night in the 
European Champions Cap 
quarter-finals, PSG, even 
with key first team members 
rested, were not going to be 
stopped by a second division 
French dub — despite the 
flooded pitch. 
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BORMIO, Italy (R) — Yrcni 
Schneider produced a stun- 
ning second ran to win the 
slalom at the Alpine Skiing 
World Cup finals Sunday and 
retain her overall World Cup 
title, beating German Katja 
Seizinger by just six points. 

Triple Olympic champion 
Schneider, down in fourth 
place after the first leg, was 
tbe quickest on the second 
ran by almost a second to 
leap into top spot. 

That left speed specialist 
Seizinger seating to pull np 
from 18th to a top 10 finish to 
take the overall title for tbe 
first time. 

She produced a fine charg- 
ing run to move into 14th bnt 
that was not enough to pre- 
vent Swiss Schneider taking 
the overall title for the third 
time. She won in 1989 and 
1994. 

Schneider finished with 






short on 1,242, the fourth 
successive year she has been 
deprived at the last. 

It was the third World Cup 
trophy of tbe season for 
Schneider, also champion in 
the giant slalom and slalom. 
Alberto Tomba managed an 
identical hat-trick in the 
men’s events. 

Sweden’s PeraSla Wiberg 
was second behind Schneider 
in the slalom final with Urska 
Horvat of Slovenia taking 
'third. 

Schneider and Seizinger 
embraced at the hoc 

after the race, showing there 



Vrati Schneider speeds down the slope 


were no hard feelings. 

It was Schneider’s fourth 
win of the season and the 
55th of a great career. Au- 
strian Annemarie Moser- 
Proeli is tbe only woman to 
better that tally with 62. 

There was disappointment 
for the thousands of Italian 
fans Hirin g the course and 
packing the finish area when 
their hero Tomba proved he 
is mortal by straddting the 
second gate in the first leg of 
tile men’s slalom final. 

' n ** -“nor denied Tomba 


tbe chance to add to his 11 
wins in a marvellous season. 

“I only raced today for all 
these great .fans. Tfl watch 
the second leg from down 
here at the finish with them,” 
Tomba said after his mistake. 

Norwegian ole Christian 
Furuseth took advantage of 
Tomba’s absence to record 
his first win in the discipline 
since 1990. It was tbe first 
victory this season for Nor- 
way, suffering from a post- 
Olympic hangover. 


World Cop winners in 1994/95 season 
Men 

Overall: Alberto Tomba (Italy) 

Sbdom: Tomba 

Giant Shdom: Tomba 

Downfall: Luc Alphand (France) 

Super-G: Peter Rnnggaidkr (Italy) 


Free throw gives Knicks 
92-91 overtime win 


Overall: 

Sbdom: 

Giant Statom: 

Dowahflk 

Super-G: 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Women 

Vreni Schneider (Switzerland) 

Schneider 

Schneider 

Pfcabo Street (U.S.) 

Katja Seizinger (Germany) 


WITH OUAJt SHJUOF 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Derek 
Harper’s free throw with 5.6 
seconds to play in overtime 
snapped a tie and Chris Mor- 
ris’ 23-footer (7 metres) at 
the Burner missed the rim 
entirely as New York edged 
New Jersey 92-91. 

John Starks hit 6-of-14 3- 
pmnters and scored 25 points 
to lead New York, which let a 
15-point lead with three mi- 
nutes remaining in the third 
quarter slip away. , 

Supersonic* 133, Pfstous Utk 
Hitting a dub-record 14 3- 
pointers, tike Seattle Super- 
sonic* defeated the Detroit 
Pistons 133-110 before a sell- 
oat crowd of 17,326 in foe 
Tacoma Dome Saturday in 
Tacoma, Washington. 

Detief Schrempf, the 
NBA’s top 3-pointer shooter, 
led tbe Somes’ 3-point bar- 
rage with 4-fbr-4 shooting 
from outside the circle. 
Schrempf and Ganr Payton 
each finished with 25 points. 

Hawks 122, Subs 117: At 
Atlanta, Steve Smith scored a 
career-high 37 points and 
Mookie Blaylock had 27 as 
Atlanta survived a w late 


Phoenix rally ami snapped 
the Suns’ tour-game road 
winning streak. 

The Hawks saw a 106-89 
lead with 7:45 remaining 
dwindle to 115-110 on a dunk 
by Charles Barkley with 2:42 
to play. But the Suns never 
got closer until the final 13 
seconds when a Richard 
Dumas dunk cut ft to 119- 
115. 

Spurs 116, Mavericks 106: At 
San Antonio, David Robin- 
son had 30 points and 13 
rebounds as San Antonio tre- 
ated the largest crowd m the 
NBA this season to a victory. 

A crowd of 35,888 watched 
as Sean Elliott added 29 
points and Vimne Del Negro 


Both vulnerable. South duals. 
NORTH 
*7 5 3 
<?«2 

OK J7542 
*93 

WEST BAST 

*9642 * Q J 10 8 

9 J 10 9 8 4 <7753 
0 Void 0 A 10 9 8 

* A 7 6 6 * K 2 

SOUTH 
• AX 
9 A K Q 
OQ63 
*Q J 10 8 4 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North. East.' 

2 NT Pub S NT Pam 

Pam Pub 

Opening iced: Jack of <? 

It might Mem that, with a com- 


PLAT THE RIGHT HONOR 
Mnad holding of K Q J in a euit, it 

rnnhu Httla rirftnroTva how the m 

cards should be played. If you be- 
lieve «*nn«iAir thin liinil 
South’* hand is a typical two no 
tramp .opening bid and the only 
question is whether North should 
raise to game or peas— them are too 
many kwara to contemplate an 11- 
trick contract in the minor suit. 
Since tin cHamnwH suit could be a 
source of tricks, we are sure our 
readers cfaoee the raise. 

Declarer woo the opening lead in 

KnnH end, since eetahtishing chibs 
would yield only eight tricks, imma - 
diately went-aftar diamond* by lead- 
ing low to the jack. Kant won the ace 
end West's heart discard waa a 
ahwfc- The defender shifted to the 
queen of suedes. The only way to 


land the contract now' waa to score 
two dub tricks, but the defenders 
were s tempo ahead and collected 
two spade tricks, two dub trick* and 
the ace of diamonds before declarer 
could take nine. 

Suppose that, instead of a low 
diamond, declarer went to lead the 
queen at track two. If East ducks, 

declarer is a trick ahead in the game. 
By immediateiy shifting the attack 
to dobs, declarer comae to mm 
tricks before the dafimAm , «n get 
one of their suite free. But grabbing 
the see of diamond* does not help, 
either. Declarer simply win* any re- 
tina, ducks a diamond and now haa 
nine tricks in - the bank via tab. 
■pedes, three hearts and four 

rtinmimil. 

Some cards axe mmpfy more equal 
than others. 


points and vinme Del Negro — 

Hs & ft’&is mm the patronage of m prince rm bin mb 


time in three games at the 
Alamodome this season. It 
was San Antonio’s third 
straight victory overall. 




Nmr * 119, TntfMawn 9<h 
At Denver, Mahmoud Abdul 
Rauf and Rodney Rogers 
scored 17 points each as De- 
nver defeated Cold-shooting 
Portland. 
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For the 1st time in Aqaba ™ 
THE AMERICAN CULTURAL WEEK 
22-28 MARCH 1995 

GREAT AMERICAN MUSIC 


m 

m 
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Billy & Toni Stevens 
March 22, at 6:00 pm 



t ^ ' 


r / f 'X.. 



Vocalist Colene 
Erickson& pianist 
Sharon Stewart 
March 25, at 7:00 pm 



Mingo Saldivar 
and his 4 
member band 
March 28, 
at 6:00 pm 




And Att tfeek Long. 8,6:00 - 

•GREAT AMERICAN FOOD FESTIVAL 

Taste the authentic Anerican food, bougbt to 


Show your appreciation on this 
special day with a glorious lunch 
at the Coffee Shop 
or dinner at the elegant 
Andalusia Restaurant 

For reservations, please call 696511 

FORTE 



•GREAT AMERICAN Culture 
"Young American Exftftit" 100 photographs 
featuring American of aB ages. 

The people depicted inspire the tfioutht of 
American as a nation young at beam. 

•Series of American Videos 

"Music across America" "Holiday USA’ 

"Scenic America" and "America Music Shop" 

Big. Prizes from American Airlines And Lots of Fun. 

For more Information Please Call Tel: 316636 - Fax: 318266 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


AMMAN 
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12 News 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, MARCH 20 , 1995 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Perry shows photos of Iraq to Satidis 


RIYADH (R) — U.S. Defence Secretary William Perry on 
Sunday showed satellite photographs to Saudi defence 
leaders of what he termed Iraq’s military build-up and said 
Riyadh agreed that Gulf states should increase their own 
military preparedness. Mr. Perry said die photographs 
showed Iraq had rebuilt facilities like artillery production 
plants, chemical warfare and rocket engine plants which 
had been destroyed m the 1991 Gulf war. “I think it’s clear 
that the Saudis concur in our assessment of the build-up in 
Iran — the continuing threat from Iraq — and the necessity 
for having a unified coalition military capability for dealing 
with that,” Mr. Perry said. He was speaking to reporters en 
route to Riyadh from a meeting with Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan in the northern Arabian desert. 
“What I showed him was a set of satellite imagery that was 
taken in the spring of 1991 and then the same scene taken 
last month,” Mr. Perry said. 

KhaliVi takes over control of Afghan faction 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — The Afghan Shiite faction Hezb- 
e-Wahdat has appointed Karim Khalili as its interim 
president following the killing of Abdul Ali Mazari last 
week, a party official said here Sunday. Mr. Khalili, who 
was appointed Friday, will fill in the position until the 
party’s central executive committee elects a new president, 
Wahdat political affairs chief Mohammad Rasul Talib told 
AFP. He said the committee would meet somewhere in 
Afghanistan soon after the burial of Mazari in the northern 
city of Mazar-e-Sharif on Thursday or Friday. 


Hijackers want asylum in Sweden 


KHARTOUM (R) — Five armed Ethiopian hijackers 
surrendered to Sudanese authorities after it was agreed the 
Swedish embassy in Khartoum would be contacted about 
their wish to go to Sweden, the Sudan News Agency Suna 
said on Sunday. The Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 737, 
carrying 92 people on a domestic flight, was hijacked on 
Friday and landed at A1 Obeid airport in central Sudan 
after the hijackers first demanded to be taken to Sweden. 
The hijadring ended peacefully on Saturday and the 
hijackers are now being held by the Sudanese authorities. 


Four die in helicopter crash in Djibouti 


DJIBOUTI (R) — All four people aboard a Russian-built 
Mi-2 military helicopter of the Djibouti army died when it 
crashed on Saturday in a mountainous area in the north of 
the country, an official statement said on Sunday. Search 
parties found the wreckage on Sunday north of the town of 
Tadjourah, an area where guerrillas fought the Djibouti 
government for three years before signing a peace agree- 
ment last December. The cause of the crash was not 
known. 


Palestinian police chief goes to Britain 


GAZA CiTY (AFP) — Palestinian police chief Nasr 
Yousef left Gaza Gty on Sunday for a familiarisation ' 
mission to Britain, officials said. Prime Minister John 
Major invited Brigadier General Yousef to visit police 
facilities in London when he went to Gaza City last week. 
Gen. Yousef was to fly via Amman and spend several days in 
the British capital. Britain is one of the main donors to the 
Palestinian police forces and Mr. Major handed over 50 
patrol vehicles when he met Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat last Tuesday. 


Fakes among ‘masterpieces’ seized in Israel 

t'," 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — At least two of 14 stolen works of art 
attributed to 20th century masters and seized from a 
Frenchman in Israel are fakes, police admitted Sunday. 
“Two or three are not genuine,” police spokesman Eric 
Bar Chen told AFP. But he would not reveal which of the 
paintings first announced to be by Degas. Matisse, Mod- 
igliani, Picasso, Van Gogh and other less celebrated artists 
were fake. “Museum experts are continuing to examine the 
paintings,” Bar Chen said. Marc Sibbon, 53, a tourist from 
France, was remained in custody for 10 days from Friday 
while inquiries continue into the theft of the art from a 
Paris dealers' home on Feb. 21. Mr. Sibbon's suspected 
accomplice. Muriel Ben Harush, 48, of Tel Aviv, was put 
under house arrest for 15 days on bail of $18,000. 


Israeli, U.S. troops in evacuation exercise 


HAIFA (R) — American and Israeli soldiers simulated the 
evacuation to an Israeli hospital of U.S. troops on Sunday, 
military officials said. Two U.S. military helicopters 
transported American soldiers pretending to be wounded 
to Haifa’s Ram bam hospital. Israeli army doctors and 
medics “treated” them at the helipad before canying them 
on stretchers to the hospital emergency room. “In die 
context of the ongoing cooperation between the two 
countries, U.S. theatre casualties could be treated in Israeli 
hospitals by Israeli physicians and medical personnel,” an 
Israeli army spokesman said in explanation of the drill. 


Iraq reopens bridge bombed in Gulf war 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq reopened Sunday a bridge 
over the River Tigris in Baghdad which was destroyed by 
allied warplanes during the 1991 Gulf war. Hussein Kama! 
Hassan, minister for industry and minerals, praised the 
Iraqis’ ability to “count on themselves” to rebuild their 
country despite U.N. trade sanctions as he inaugurated the 
336-metre long suspension bridge. The 14th of July bridge, 
named after foe day of the creation of Iraq’s republic in 
1958, collapsed on Feb. 9, 1991. under aerial Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation of Kuwait. Mr. Hassan said two 
new bridges would be built over the Tigris as well as a 
tunnel underneath the river. Three bridges out of the dozen 
in Baghdad were damaged in the Gulf war. The bridges of 
A1 Jumhuriyah and At Shuhada have already been re- 
paired. 


German foreign minister to visit Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
is to begin a two-day visit to Cairo on Monday for talks on 
Europe’s role in the Middle East peace process and 
bilateral ties, the Egyptian Foreign Ministry said. Mr. 
Kinkel will meet bis Egyptian counterpart Amr Musa on 
Monday and President Hosni Mubarak on Tuesday, the 
ministry said. He would “discuss developments in the 
Middle East situation, obstacles to the establishment of a 
just and comprehensive peace and the role that Germany 
and the European Union can play to advance the peace 
process," it said. Last Wednesday Kinkel met Crown 
Prince Hassan and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres in 
Bonn and assured them of German and EU support for 
development projects in the Middle East. He said the EU 
would carry out a feasibility study of two major water 
projects in Israel and Jordan. 


Kuwait talks fail to resolve strike 


KUWAIT (R) — Striking Kuwaiti oil workers trying 10 
stop production and exports said their meeting with Oil 
Minister Abdul Mohsen A1 Mudej on Sunday foiled to 
resolve the dispute. “The result of the talks is negative,” 
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) Labour Union General 
Secretary Anwar Al Balhan told Reuters after Mr, Mudej 1 
met the union chairman, Mohammad A1 Sarban. Oil 
Ministry officials were not immediately available for 
comment. The talks at the minister’s office were the first 
between Mr. Mudej and the union since hundreds of KOC 
production and export workers walked out on Saturday to 
try to halt Kuwait's three per cent share of global output. 


Arab League is not 
dead — Abdul Meguid 


CAIRO (R) — Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid said on Sun- 
day the organisation re- 
mained paralysed by the 1990 
Gulf crisis but it would never 
die because it personified 
Arab identity and culture. 

In an interview with Reu- 
ters days before marking the 
50tb anniversary of the 22- 
member organisation. Dr. 


Abdul Meguid said the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait was the 


“most serious setback that 
the Arab countries had re- 
ceived” since the league was 
established. 

He said continuing Arab 
differences prevented an 
Arab summit from taking 
place as part of the 50th 
anniversary celebrations. The 
last Arab summit was in Au- 
gust 1990 to try to find an 
Arab solution tor the Gulf 
crisis. 

“We welcome an Arab 
summit, but I don’t think an 
enlarged Arab summit is 
possible now for the actual 
inter-Arab differences that 
are still existing as a result of 
the Gulf crisis,” he said. 

Nearly five years after the 
Gulf crisis, he said, “the atti- 
tude is not yet settled and we 
certainly need more time.” 

After the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, many Arab conn- 
tries, especially the rich Gulf 
states, stopped paying their 
dues, poshing the league into 
financial crisis and forcing it 
to close several offices 
abroad. Employees have not 
been receiving their pay and 
delays have lasted for months 
(see page 2). 

Responding to criticism, 
including that of Arab diplo- 
mats, that the Arab League is 
dead. Dr. Abdul Meguid 
answered angrily: 

“The diplomat who said so 
must be dead himself and not 
the Arab League. The Arab 
League is a personification of 
the Arab identity. This 
identity, which means his- 


toiy, culture and tradition, 
has lived longbefore the Arab 
League was created.” 

Dr. Abdul Meguid said 
plans for a new Middle East 
integrating Israel as a full 
partner did not mean li- 
quidating Arab identity or 
accepting Israel as member of 
the Arab League. 

“Israel is Middle East- 
ern, bat it is not Arab. We 
will remain Arabs, and at the 
same time Middle Eastern. If 
you tell me that this Arab 
identity will disappear, I will 
tell you sorry. I don't think 
this will happen either for me 
or for my grandchildren. 
They are Arabs and will re- 
main Arabs,” he said. 

He added that the Arab 
League supported the peace 
process since 1991, but it 
would not accept Israeli 
domination or giving up de- 
mands for its withdrawal 
from occupied Arab territor- 
ies. 

“If they thin k they can 
dominate the region because 
of their technological super- 
iority, they are wrong .. four 
or five million (Israelis) can- 
not dominate 230 milli on 
Arabs,” be said. 

He added that Israel would 
be wrong to think it was 
doing Arabs a favour by tak- 
ing part in the peace process. 

• “Israel is serving itself by 
establishing peace with its 
neighbours because it wants 
to belong to this area ... but 
to come and tell me that 
their security needs keeping 
the (Syrian) Golan Heights. 
No way. This is a non- 
starter,” he said. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid ack- 
nowledged that changes were 
needed to make the league 
more efficient These include 
amending its charter to 
change the voting system to 
accept majority voting in 
place of unanimity, and to 
establish an Arab court of 
justice to solve inter-Arab 
differences. 


Algerian premier hints 
FIS leaders back in jail 


PARIS (AFP) — Algerian 
Prime Minister Mokdad Sifi 
fainted for the first time in an 
interview Sunday that the 
two leaders of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
might have been sent back to 
prison. 

Speaking to the Arabic- 
language Al Sharq Al Awsat, 
Mr. Sifi did not mention by 
name the two leaders who 
were put under house arrest 
in Algiers last September af- 
ter bong released from jail. 

A month ago, the two — 
jailed in 1991 — were sepa- 
rated and sent to new and as 
yet unidentified residences. 

However, when the Arabic 
newspaper asked whether 
“the FIS leaders have been 
sent back to prison,” Mr. Sifi 
replied: “Yes, some of 
them.” 

Giving credence to the idea 
that the FIS leaden are bade 
in jail, the movement's milit- 
ary wing, the Army of Islamic 
Salvation (AIS). last week 
announced the nomination of 
an “interim national emir,” 
Madani Merzak, claiming 
that the FIS bad not bad any 
contact with the “historic 
leaders of the movement for 
more than a month.” 

In the hope that the FIS 
leaders might help end the 
violence wracking Algeria, 
Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj, who were sentenced 
in 1991 to 12 years in jail for 
“attacks on the stability of 
the state,” were released last 
September into house arrest. 

Four other FIS leaders, 
given sentences of four years 
and another leader sentenced 
to six years, were released 


last February. 

Speaking to the Al Sharq 
Al" Awsat. Mr. Sifi said, 
however: “We rapidly real- 
ised that we were dealing 
with people (the FIS leaders) 
who either had no authority 
over those responsible for the 
violence or, worse, supported 
the violence.” 

The authorities in October 
released what they said was a 
letter from Mr. Belhadj to 
the armed fundamentalist 
groups supporting their ac- 
tion. 

Thousands of people have 
died in nearly four years of 
bruta’ civil war between the 
armed fundamentalists and 
the military-backed state, in- 
ternational human rights 
groups accuse both sides of 
appalling violence 

Mr. Sm told the AJ Sharq 
Al Awsat, however, that the 
“political dialogue remained 
open” but said it did not 
involve the FIS “as a party” 
since it had been dissolved by 
the courts and since the Alge- 
rian constitution barred “the 
use of religious, ethnic or 
linguistic symbols by political 
parties.” 

Mr. Sifi also claimed that 
the presidential elections 
already announced for later 
this year would go ahead in 
the presence of international 
observers and said the armed 
groups “will not be able to 
stop them happening.” 

“The initiative is with the 
security forces,” be added, 
though the armed groups 
would still he able to launch a 
few “spectaculars" such as 
“blowing up booby-trapped 
cars or killing individuals.” 


Khomeini’s grandson 
emerges from wings 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
grandson of the late Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini 
seems ready to adopt the 
mantle of his grandfather’s 
legacy much to the surprise of 
Iranians, most of whom have 
never seen him before. 

Seyyed Hassan Khomeini, 
23, has been thrust into the 
spotlight with the death on 
Friday of his father Ahmad 
Khomeini. 

Ahmad Khomeini was the 
last surviving son of the 
Ayatollah , who founded the 
the Islamic republic in the 
1979 revolution which top- 
pled the Shah. 

“It is the duty of all of us to 
take up the flag of my fatheT 
which he placed on my shoul- 
ders,” Hassan Khomeini told 
a crowd of tens of thousands 
at his father’s funeral Satur- 
day. 

Parliamentary Speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq- Nun said in a 


rare public eulogy that “he 
has the blood of his father 
and his grandfather” and 
praised his “calm and con- 
trol” in dealing with his 
father's death. 

For the past two days Has- 
san Khomeini has regularly 
appeared flanking Iranian 
leader Ali Khamenei and 
President Ali Akbar Rafsan- 
jani at the funeral and official 
ceremonies in his father’s 
memory. 

Iranians had only been 
vaguely aware of his exist- 
ence before, through his 
father's official biography 
and photographs of the small 
boy who arrived in Iran at the 
age of seven shortly after the 
1979 revolution. 

There were reports that he 
was studying in the holy city 
of Qom, 150 kilometres south 
of Tehran, but nobody was 


(Continued on pane 7) 



SENATORS MEET RAU: Upper House of Nortb-Rhine Westphalia and speaker of the 
ParUameut (Senate) Speaker Ahmad Lawzi German Bundastrat (upper house), at a meet- 
and members of the Senate on Sunday bolds iug hdd at the Parliament House (see story on 
tntfr s with Johannes Ran, state premier of page one) (Petra photo) 


Talibans on run south of Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani’s 
forces smashed through Tali- 
ban lines southeast of Kabul 
Sunday to inflict a second 
stunning defeat in a week, 
but the student-led move- 
ment resisted an attack in the 
west, an official spokesman 
said. 

“I can confirm that more 
than 15 tanks. 30 artillery 
pieces, six multi -barrel rocket 
launchers and eight depots of 
munitions have been cap- 
tured,” on the southeastern 
front, said defence ministry 
spokesman Abdullah. 

On this front 150 Talibans 
bad been killed, 250 wound- 
ed and some 200 taken pris- 
oner, since the fighting 
against the Taliban started in 
Kabul 10 days ago. he said. 

However, to the west of 
Kabul, the pro-Rabbani- 
offensive failed to gain any 
ground in face of a heavy 
Taliban bombardment com- 
plicated by extremely bad 
weather, according to jour- 
nalists who visited that front. 

PrO-Rabbani tank-backed 
infantry were seen regroup- 
ing for a fresh attack against 
the Taliban on the new front 
line south of Kabul at the 
district centre of Mohammad 


Agba in Logar province late 
Sunday. 

Mr. Abdullah told a news 
conference that pro-Rabbani 
attacks against the Talibans 
would cease “if they stop 
their military provocations,” 
but it seemed clear this 
cleanup operation would not 
end so quickly. 

“We are in bot pursuit of 
the Taliban,” said national 
security chief engineer Fahim 
on a rain-swept hill-top over- 
looking Mohammad Agha 
town. 

Wet and tired pro-Rabbani 
troops were seen arriving 
here as 10 trucks ferrying 
crate loads of captured 
ammunition towed Russian- 
made howitzers back to 
Kabul. 

A few kilometres forward 
of this hill the sounds of 
infantry could be heard and 
plumes of smoke from artil- 
lery explosions seen. 

At the former Talibans 
headquarters of Charasyab, 
25 kilometres southeast of 
Kabul, which fell to pro- 
Rabbani troops early Sun- 
day, .portrait posters of Mr. 
Rabbani’s military chief 
Ahmad Shah Masoud were 
seen being posted on the 
walls of the shuttered bazaar 


shops. 

Checkpoints had been set 
up on the main road between 
here and Kabul where secur- 
ity troops checked all vehicles 
for looted goods. 

On the roadside at one 
checkpoint the mass of con- 
fiscated material included 
rockets, a British Lee Enfield 
rifle, two electricity gener- 
ators and the bulk of a tele- 
phone exchange. 

Although the Defence 
Ministry spokesman said the 
Talibans had the secret aim 
of taking control of all Afgha- 
nistan, be said the Kabul 
government was still willing 
to include them in the current 
United Nations-sponsored 
peace talks. 

He said that Mr. Rabbani 
would transfer power accord- 
ing to the U.N. plan, but 
expressed doubts that this 
would take place in two days' 
time as planned because “it 
seems the U.N. job is not 
finished yet.” 

Mr. Abdallah confirmed 
reports of fighting between 
the Talibans and pro- 
Rabbani forces in western 
Afghanistan, mostly in Far ah 
province, which indicates an 
advance by the religious stu- 
dents. 


Egypt police round up 1,250 suspects 


MINYA (AFP) — Police 
have arrested around 1.250 
suspected Islamic militants 
and supporters in a series of 
raids in southern Egypt in the 
last five days, police said 
Sunday. 

More than 850 people were 
arrested in the Samalut re- 

g on, 225 kilometres south of 
airo, in a police sweep of 66 
villages which began Tues- 
day. 

Another 400 young men 
were rounded up in the Mai- 
ls wi area of Minya province, 
300 kilometres (185 miles) 
south of the capital. 

The detainees included a 
large number of schoolboys. 
Witnesses said some youths 
were arrested while at school.. 

The raids began after Isla- 
mic militants shot and 
seriously wounded a police- 
man in a Samalut street on 
March 13, police said. 

Police mainly targetted vil- 
lages bordering desert areas 
around the town, where mili- 
tants often use mountain 


caves as hideouts. 

Security officials in Cairo 
said eight members of the 
Egyptian Labour Party were 
also arrested in Minya pro- 
vince. 

“The members were 
arrested not because they are 
members of the Labour Party 
but because they are all mem- 
bers of Jamaa Islamiyya." the 
main armed Islamic militant 
group, one security official 
told AFP. 

The arrests raised to 20 the 
number of Labour Party 
members detained during die 
past two months in Minya, a 
stronghold of armed fun- 
damentalists. where most 
attacks take place. 

Three militants, including 
the leader of Jamaa Islamiyya 
in Mallawi, were killed in a 
shootout with police near 
Samalut on Friday. 

The shooting raised to 676 
the number of deaths in a 
three-year-old Islamic mili- 
tant campaign to overturn* 
Egypt's secular government. 


Three thousand people, 
most of them youths aged 17 
to 25, were arrested in Minya 
in mid-February on suspicion 
of belonging to militant 
groups. More than 2.000 of 
them were released on March 
4 to mark the end of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

The Labour Party, a legal 
political party, has been 
allied with the banned Mus- 
lim Brotherhood organisa- 
tion since 1987. 

Although the Muslim 
Brotherhood officially con- 
demns violence, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak ac- 
cused it in January of sup- 
porting militant groups bent 
on toppling his government. 

Fifteen Brotherhood mem- 
bers were arrested in Minya 
in early March. 

The security official also 
said security forces in Minya 
Saturday burned over 200 
feddans (80 hectares) of 
sugar-cane fields, which fugi- 
tive militants often use to 
bide in. 



Mandela gets 
peace award 


DDURBAN. South Africa 
(AFP) — President Nelson 
Mandela pledged Saturday 
that sever again would South 
Africa be the fountain-head 
for the destablisation of its 
neighbours. Receiving the 
Africa Peace Award from 
Organisation of African Uni, 
ty Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad Salim, Mr. Mandela 
vowed that his country would 
“never again be the source of 
armaments used to suppress 
communities and to wage war 
against neighbours. “Never 
again shall we spend our peo- 
ple’s resources to develop 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion,” he said in a speech 
prepared for delivery at the 
award ceremony. But he said 
that peace was more than 
“just the absence of war. The 
dark clouds still hovering 
above our landscape, particu- 
larly in Lesotho and Angola 
are matters of serious con- 
cern.” Closer to home, Mr. 
Mandela said, was the vio- 
lence that continued to pla- 
gue South Africa’s KwaZulu- 
Natal province, where more 
than 10,000 people have been 
killed in the past seven years 
in fighting between the Zulu- 
nationalist Irikatha Freedom 
Party and Mandela's African 
National Congress. “We 
shouldn't, for a moment, 
forget the people who yearn 
for our urgent intervention to 
bring them more than just a 
respite from war,” Mr. Man- 
dela said. ’They deserve last- 
ing peace and lasting secur- 
ity.” 
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3 U.N. peacekeepers wounded in S. Lebanon 


TYRE (AP) — Three 
Nepalese peacekeepers were 
wounded Sunday when a 
mortar shell slammed into a 
U.N. military position in 
South Lebanon, a spokesman 
said. 


Timur Goksei, spokesman 
of the 5,800-strong United 
Nations Int erim Forces in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL), said the 
wounded Nepalese were 
evacuated by helicopter from 
the site of the attack near the 
inland village ofYater to a 
field hospital at UNIFIL 
headquarters in the border 
town of Naqoura on the 
Mediterranean. 


the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) army on the other. 

The Yater area facing the 
western sector of the Israeli- 
held border enclave had been 
quiet before midday and no 
exchanges were reported 
among the combatants. 


area. 

A total of 195 peacekeep- 
ers have been killed and 304 
wounded since UNIFIL de- 
ployed in the south 17 years 
ago. Nineteen of the dead 
were from the Nepalese 
battalion. 


An officer of the 668- 
strong Nepal ese battalion 
within UNIFIL said the posi- 
tion targetted Sunday had 
been newly established. The 
officer, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said the 
SLA, the Israelis and the 
guerrillas had opposed estab- 
lishing that post. 


One of the wounded sol- 
diers was in critical condition, 
Mr. Goksei told the Associ- 
ated Press in a telephone 
interview from UNIFIL 
headquarters. 


The attack occurred short- 
ly before midday (1000 
GMT) on a newl y e stablished 
Nepalese UNIFIL position 
east of Yater, a village just 
outside a border enclave 
Israel occupies in South 
Lebanon as a “security 


Mr. Goksei said UNIFIL 
was investigating to deter- 
mine the source of fire and 
the ordnance's caliber. 

He said the three wounded 
Nepalese had begun serv ing 
in the 10-nation UNIFIL a 
week ago. 


UNIFIL was sent to Leba- 
non in 1978 following an 
Israeli invasion of the south. 
Part of the U.N.-policed zone 
overlap with the “security 
zone, which Israel estab- 
lished in South Lebanon. 


zone. 


U.N. peacekeepers have 
often been caught in the 
cross-fire involving guerrillas 
and Israeli occupation forces 
and their local militia allies of 


Guerr illas are active in the 
UNIFIL zone. Units of the 
1,200-strong Israeli forces 
and the 2, 300-member SLA 
militia deployed in the 
“security zone” have often 
violated the U.N.-policed 


Security sources reported 
pat SLA hilltop outposts fac- 
ing Yater came under mortar 
fire from Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah guerrilla positions 
Sunday afternoon. 

About 20 mortar shells 
were fired. The SLA retali- 
ated by firing howitzer shells 
on suspected guerrilla hide- 
outs in the area, said the 
sources. 

Earlier Sunday. Israeli 
artillery gunners pounded 
guerrilla positions in the 
Iqlim Al Tufah highlands 
across from the central sector 
of the “security zone.” 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the Israelis detected guerril- 
las attempting to infiltrate 
from their stronghold of 
Iqlim Al Tufah into the 
“security zone.” 

No casualties were re- 
ported in the shelling ex- 
changes. 

Sunday’s casualties raised 
the overall toll this year from 
front, to 43 killed and 92 
wounded. 


SEOUL (R) — Kim Jong-E, 

North Korea's reclusive 
leader-in-waiting and legen- 
dary cognac qnaffer, has 
given up his favourite tipple 
at the request of his doctors, 
a leading South Korean ... 
newspaper said. The Joong- f\_~ . — ... 
Ana Daily News said the *’ 
chubby, bespectacled Kim 
had reduced his weight by 
four to five kgs (8.5 to II lbs) 
since giving up the drink and 
now looked much healthier. 

An unnamed Western 
businessman who recently 
made a trip to the North was 
quoted by the daily as saying 
Mr. Kim’s banquet table, un- 
like previously, was without 
its trademark bottle of rare 
Hennessy cognac. When 
asked the reason, a North 
Korean official told the visi- 
tor: “Because doctors asked 
him to quit drinking,*' the 
newspaper said. It said Mr. 

Kim’s improved health would 
help him formally to a«wne 
soon the leadership titles of 
state president and Commun- 
ist Party chief held ty his late 
Father Kim E-Sung. Accord- 
ing to newspaper reports, 

Mr. Kim has for the past two 
years been the world’s big- 
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produced ty French 
luxury goods producer 
LVMH Louis Vmtton Moet 
Hennessy SA. The value of 
Mr. Kim’s purchases is nut 
available. 
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Indonesia’s 
Garuda loses 
5,000 passengers 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
sia’s National Airline suf- 
fered 5,000 cancelled book- 
ings following a Japanese 
television report on a cholera 
outbreak on the resort island 
of Bali, the official Antara 
News Agency reported Satur- 
day. It quoted Garuda Inter' 
national's commercial direc- 
tor, Kussnyono, as saying 
Friday that the Japanese 
tourists cancelling were most- 
ly from Nagoya. Kussuyono, 
however, said the effect of 
the reports had started to 
decline. “We have invited 
several journalists from va- 
rious publications in Japan to 
witness the teal condition in 
Bali,” he said. Japan’s 
Health Ministry issued a re- 
port late last month saying 
150 people who returned 
from Bah had contracted of 
shown symptoms of the dis- 
ease. Indonesian officials, 
who want to clear up the 
issue before ft hurts BaFs 
vital tourism industry, have 
strenously itemed the cholera 
reports. Tour operators to 
Bali, 1,300 kilometres east of 
Jakarta, have said they nrigto 
demand up to SI billion to 
compensation from Japanese 
broadcaster NHK, adding 
that Japan had embarrased 
Bali many times ty reporting 
negatively about the lsland- 
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